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NEWS

MESSAGE
FROM THE
CHAIR

Donna Holt, who chairs
Claygate Parish Council,
gives a welcome to four
new councillors, to the
re-establishment of basic
services - and to taking
on bigger projects

Welcome to the October 2024 issue "
of the Claygate Courier. | hope you enjoy it and
look forward to any feedback from villagers.

First, | want to welcome our four new Parish
Councillors who were elected in May — Sam
Bingham, Debbie Coffey, Jenny French, and
Anthony Sheppard (a former Parish Council
Chairman who has returned to be our very capable
Chair of Planning). Also, a warm welcome to Dawn
Lacey our new Parish Clerk, a Claygate person
through and through, having lived here all her life.
All these people bring a fresh perspective, some
good ideas and make a big contribution to the
Parish Council that we all appreciate and celebrate.

Over the past 12 months the Parish Council has
made progress on re-establishing many of its basic
services. We have also started to add value in
other areas which were not part of the Council’'s
traditional remit, thanks to the establishment of an
adequate budget able to cover the key basic
services (see page 8), as well as the organisation
and hard work by the newly formed Council in
working with Claygate residents and Elmbridge
Borough Council on new initiatives.

| am the first to argue that the Council does much
more than look after hanging baskets, troughs and
tubs, and that it contributes to the village in many
other ways, such as reviewing and feeding back to
EImbridge on planning applications and responding
to local needs and services, including the recent
concerns about the Claygate Centre (see page 12).

But | was well aware that we needed to re-establish
our basic services before we could move on to
broader topics, such as leading the Claygate: The
Way Forward work in consultation with residents of
the village. So it is good to see that services we
used to run have been re-established, with a great
full time Clerk, a new contract for maintenance of

highway garden sites, the return of
the Claygate Courier, restoring the
Claygate village sign, planning for
Remembrance Day — including
soldier biographies attached to the
silhouettes — and re-starting the
successful Claygate litter picks.

With this in place, we can move
forward, focusing on strategic
topics such as the consultation on
the changes to the National
Planning Policy Framework
W proposed by the new government.
- We also recently started a
- | campaign regarding weeds and
| detritus on our roads and have
written to Surrey County Council
and presented on this subject at a recent Surrey
Association of Local Clerks meeting (see page 6).

We will continue to defend our Green Belt and had
an input to the Local Plan — a subject that is going
to cause strain in Claygate and the wider borough,
given the new national housing targets and
proposed reclassification of some Green Belt land
as “Grey Belt”, which would be subject to fewer
building restrictions. This is in addition to the
questions the inspectorate has raised regarding the
current Draft Local Plan (see pages 1 and 3).

Also, thanks to having been entrusted by the
Claygate Village Association with managing
Claygate: The Way Forward, we will now be
addressing such important topics as health,
wellbeing, housing, environment, transport,
parking, and shops and businesses with a new
governance structure that involves many local
volunteers in a set of working groups.

These will drive forward our responses to our
village needs and our work with EImbridge and
Surrey County Council. (See the Way Forward
article on pages 4 and 5).

Anyone keen to become involved in any of these
areas should email Dawn Lacey, Parish Clerk, at
clerk@clayqgateparishcouncil.gov.uk or visit the
Parish Council website to subscribe to email
updates via the Contact Form.

We face a busy two years and the focus needs to
remain on core services while also adding value in
more strategic ways through the Claygate: The
Way Forward initiative and other important areas.
Here’s to building a positive future for our village.

Finally, my thanks on behalf of the whole Council to
Peter Whitehead for putting together this excellent
edition of the Courier.
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THREAT TO GREEN BELT

Continued from Page 1

The concept of “Grey Belt” has been introduced,
broadly interpreted as Green Belt land which is not
properly fulfilling the functions of the Green Belt, or
which contains buildings or the remains of previous
developments.

Some of the Parish Council’s comments are aimed at
tightening the definition of Grey Belt and “poorly
performing” Green Belt to try to prevent developers
claiming any unimproved pasture as Grey Belt.

A key Green Belt test site in Claygate will be the land
north of Raleigh Drive, between the Claygate House
site and Rythe Road.

A plan for a housing development there was rejected
in September 2023 and, in May, an appeal by the
developer was dismissed by a Planning Inspector.
Your Parish Council will be keeping a close eye on
any future proposals for this site.

DRAFT LOCAL PLAN

Elmbridge’s Draft Local Plan began its Examination
in Public in April. This is a quasi-judicial process with
barristers involved, presided over by a Planning
Inspector. The Draft Plan, adopted unanimously by
Elmbridge Borough Council, is critically dependent on
the borough being excused from fully meeting the
previous government’s housing targets in order to

PLANNING NEWS

Narrow band of green: maintaining the separatioﬁ between settlements is a high priority for Claygate

.

avoid building on the Green Belt — something that
would be strongly opposed by most of the
community.

On September 11, the Inspector wrote to Elmbridge,
saying the Draft Plan had been found to be
“‘unsound”, meaning she could not approve it, mainly
due to the shortfall in housing numbers (especially for
affordable housing) as measured against the
standard calculation.

The letter sets a target of six months to revise the
Draft Plan. Elmbridge has replied that it believes 12
to 15 months would be a more realistic timetable.
The Inspector indicates that the question of release
of Green Belt land will have to be revisited.
Fortunately, at this stage the housing target remains
the one calculated under the existing method, not the
increased numbers resulting from the government’s
proposed new method.

Faced with the changes in Green Belt policy, trying to
maintain unconditional opposition to any release of
Green Belt land is unlikely to achieve anything. What
the Parish Council will need to do is to press for a
rigorous approach to any release of Green Belt,
based on tight definitions of “Grey Belt”, “previously
developed land” and “under-performing Green Belt”,
and giving a high priority to separation between
settlements. This last point is very important for
Claygate, as we only have a very narrow band of
Green Belt between us and Hinchley Wood to the
north and Hook and Chessington to the east.
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NEWS: THE WAY FORWARD

ACTION PLAN TO
BE BUILT ON
‘VILLAGE VISION’

A structure to drive real change in Claygate has
been put in place by the Parish Council, the
Village Association and other organisations. Here,
those parties present their agreed explanation of
what has been created, how it will operate, and
how the views of the whole village will be taken
into account:

As people may be aware the Parish Council
has been entrusted to work with various
organisations after the work carried out by
the Claygate Village Association (CVA) to
build on a report on Claygate: The Way
Forward, which incorporated the findings of a survey
of all Claygate residents from which 1528 responded.

We first must thank the CVA for the very thorough
and statistically rigorous survey with a very strong
response rate. Most surveys get a 3-4% response
rate but the Claygate one was approximately 25% of
Claygate’s adult population. An enormous amount of
effort went into the survey and finding out your views
on a wide range of aspects of village life. The report
findings were presented at Holy Trinity Church in
June together with the recommendations of each of
the working groups - Health & Wellbeing, Leisure &
Recreation, Transport & Parking, Shops &
Businesses, Housing and Environment. The report
identified the stakeholders who would be responsible
for pursuing the recommendations such as Elmbridge
Borough Council (EBC), Surrey County Council
(SCC), National Rail and the Parish Council to name
but a few.

There were many recommendations but some
headline items were as follows:

e Encouragement of developers to build smaller
units and affordable housing in key sites in
Claygate

e A new community venue providing wellbeing
services

¢ A one hour free parking trial in EBC car parks
in the village

¢ An outdoor trim trail or gym or both

e A community garden

¢ A survey of Claygate shops and businesses

¢ A village business initiative

¢ A Claygate market

¢ A village website promoting the village
including shops and businesses

e Improvements to roads, cycle paths and
bridleways in Claygate
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Recommended: a survey of s

hops and businesses

The full report incorporating the survey results,
analysis and recommendations is available at https:/
Iwww.clayqatevillageassociation.org/ctwf-report-
download

So where are we with all of this and where does it
lead?

Claygate Parish Council (CPC) has had two
encouraging meetings with EBC over the summer to
take this work forward and it breaks down into three
main parts:

The first task is to formulate a draft vision for
Claygate by working in partnership with EBC to
identify the shared goals for our community. This will
largely be informed by the CTWF report but also by
EBC and CPC reviewing the existing vision for
Claygate as set out in EBC’s Core Strategy. Together,
we will determine what elements still ring true and
what can be brought into a new vision for Claygate.
This work is underway and EBC is aiming to consult
on it in the first half of 2025.

The second part is the set of CTWF
recommendations — these will be worked into an
Action Plan for Claygate that will sit behind the vision
and deliver certain elements of it. Some are quick
wins, while other actions will take time to progress.
CPC and EBC have taken time to review this in detail
and have confirmed owners for all the
recommendations (some owners have changed
based on EBCs detailed understanding of how they
work with SCC on various initiatives). There will be a
meeting between CPC and EBC in early November
to identify target dates for the plan and that plan will
be communicated and consulted on, also currently
planned for the first half of 2025.

Continued on Next Page
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HUGE EFFORT
NEEDED TO SAVE
WINNING HORSE

Much work has been going on to rescue the closed
Winning Horse pub in Coverts Road, which is

currently on the market for £595,000 plus VAT, with
a further £500,000 needed to refurbish the building.

The newly formed Claygate Community Benefit
Society submitted an application to the
government's Community Ownership Fund for a
grant to purchase the pub earlier this year and use
it to benefit the community. But the general election
prevented this when the Fund was withdrawn until
further notice.

This has given the Claygate team more time to plan
and develop the project, and work out how best to
use the building. But a huge effort will be needed to
raise the funds to make it happen.

An online survey by the team to gauge support for
its proposal won a fantastic response, with nearly
everyone in favour of saving The Winning Horse to
provide a community venue for the village. There
were some great words of encouragement from
local people, many of whom had been regular

From Previous Page

The third takeaway is that while there were many
great suggestions and recommendations for
Claygate as a whole, the driver of the campaign -
what to do with Torrington Lodge Car Park - was not
fully addressed. The survey had revealed many
suggestions for the mixed-use development including
a fitness centre (45%), continued parking provision
(45%), affordable housing (35%), a supermarket
(31%), and small business units and pop-up shops,
which were equally popular (26% each). Support for
a supermarket development - the initial trigger for the
CVA's campaign and subsequent survey - was
highest in the under 50s (42%) (who are
underrepresented as against the national average in
the village but from whom we had the highest
response rate to the survey overall), compared to the
50-65 (30%) and over 65s (18%). Bearing this in
mind the matter warrants further consideration
although perhaps not the 8,000 sq. ft building that
had originally been proposed.

Clearly this last topic is one of great interest to
Claygate residents and we are keen to see the right
decisions being made for the good of the village and
the shops and businesses within it. CPC brought up
this point in our second meeting with EBC this

e e s

customers at “The Winner”, together with many
offers of practical help and interest in supporting
the project financially.

The team will be following up all these offers and
will certainly need practical help in refurbishing the
building if it succeeds in purchasing it. It is keen to
hear from anyone who could help with social media
and communications, as engaging with the local
and wider community will be vital to the success of
the project. Email claygatecbs@gmail.com if you
can help. For further updates please follow

the "Save The Winner" Facebook page.

summer, as we feel that the issue of what to do with
Torrington Lodge Car Park needs to be tackled. In
the meeting it was clear to everyone that there was a
positive groundswell of opinion for mixed use
development on Torrington Lodge Car Park.

So, what is the way forward with Torrington
Lodge Car Park?

EBC and CPC agreed that a positive way forward
would be to look at a set of mixed-use options for
the car park and do the financial and qualitative
assessment to explore what could realistically be
delivered. This would then be shared with the
community and views sought on the options which
might work. This is similar to the work which is
currently being carried out for ElIm Grove in Walton.
Senior officers at EBC are committed to working with
Claygate residents and CPC to bring it to a positive
conclusion.

We look forward to working with EBC and consulting
widely with the Claygate community on this topic and
will continue to report back to residents as

the work on this and other projects and

initiatives progress.
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NEWS: ENVIRONMENT, HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT

CONCERN OVER
DAMAGE TO KERBS
AND PAVEMENTS

Weeds growing in our kerb gullies and on pavements
have continued to be the Environment, Highways and
Transport Committee’s main focus in 2024. Surrey
County Council has a policy of killing such weeds (a
plant in a location where it is not wanted) but they are
growing apace all around Claygate.

The County Council’s policy says weed
growth can destroy paving surfaces, force
kerbs apart and crack walls, causing safety
issues and increasing maintenance costs.
The policy refers to all pavements and
kerbs in residential roads and says “most &
residential roads in Surrey are treated once &
a year, but there may be local variation”. 3

After the problem came to light in the
second half of 2023, the Parish Council
hoped to clean up Claygate’s roads using
volunteers. But this was frustrated by red
tape and so the committee has been looking for other
ways of dealing with the weeds.

The Committee wrote in July to Councillor Matt
Furniss, Surrey’s Cabinet Member for Highways,
Transport and Economic Growth, asking him: What is
meant by “Most residential roads” and how and why
are any omitted? Why not say “All residential roads”?
What is meant by “there may be local variation”? Are
roads treated once a year, or not? Why are weeds
only sprayed once per year?

The Parish Council submits that this is not often
enough to achieve effective control over weeds.

SUSTAINABILITY IDEAS SHARED

As the need for people in the developed world to
change their lifestyles becomes more obvious,
Claygate is working out how best to play its part.

Other places in Surrey and elsewhere have
established local environmental and sustainability
initiatives aimed at making beneficial changes.
These include the Surrey Climate Commission,
Guildford Zero, Oxshott Net Zero, Thames Ditton
Vital Village, Molesey Clothing Exchange, Walton
Eco Hub, Weybridge Repair Cafe, Oxshott Repair
Cafe, Egham Draft Busters (home insulation),
various Community Gardens and several more.

Councillor Furniss did not reply in any meaningful
manner, and so the Parish Council contacted
Councillor Tim Oliver, Surrey Council Leader, in
August. He has not replied and so Councillor Mark
Sugden, the County Councillor for Claygate, tabled
a question to Surrey’s October meeting. The Parish
Council awaits answers.

THE WAY FORWARD

As the Parish Council has absorbed the Claygate:
The Way Forward initiative from the Claygate
Village Association, the Environment, Highways and
Transport Committee has played its part and now
has two Adwsory Groups led by Claygate residents
\; — the Environment and Sustainability
group by Peter Stevenson, and the
Transport and Parking group by Ben Full.
W These groups will be able to keep
i working with the same freedom they had
while part of the CVA. The committee
looks forward to these groups bringing
forward and managing initiatives which
the Committee will be able to support.

The Environment and Sustainability
group is furthering its work by hosting a
networking event on November 20 in
Holy Trinity Church Hall — one of a series being
organised by Green EImbridge, a body that
connects the borough’s community groups. It will be
attended by representatives of each of the 13
Environmental and Sustainability initiatives from
locations around the borough. Any resident who
would like to be involved in such initiatives will, we
believe, find this time well spent. (See box, below)

Other issues the Committee has dealt with include:

¢ Surrey County Council’'s Community Highways

Volunteering Scheme: any voluntary group of
Continued on Next Page

To learn about best practices and innovations,
Claygate is to hold a networking event to bring
together representatives from other towns and
villages in ElImbridge who will share their
experiences. The meeting will be at 7.30pm on
Wednesday November 20 in Holy Trinity Church
Hall. Everyone is welcome, especially if you are
prepared to play an active role.

To assist the process, Claygate Parish Council will
be offering encouragement, support and guidance
to any Claygate individuals and groups who wish to
set up environmental and sustainability initiatives.
For further details, email Peter Stevenson

at ptrstvnsn@gmail.com.
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NEWS: ENVIRONMENT, HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT

sy o

A crossing is planned for Church Road

From Previous Page

residents that wants to carry out works on or near
the highway, which is Surrey’s responsibility,
should either contact Surrey directly or the Parish
Clerk for guidance.

e Church Road Crossing: Surrey County Councillor
Mark Sugden has been instrumental in securing
funding for such a crossing. Work is now taking
place to determine its form and location.

¢ A new bench in The Parade. The Committee is
discussing the best site for a new bench, which will
feature seat levels slightly higher than normal to
facilitate ease of use.

e Community Garden in Coverts Road. The Way
Forward project came up with the idea of
developing a community garden and approaches
were made to The Crown Estate, the owner of two
possible sites. Initial responses were positive. But
with new government policies since the general
election, it has become less encouraging. The
Committee will continue to pursue the idea.

e Grit bins: Parish Councillor Hadleigh Moon is
cleaning out the village’s grit bins, to make them
easier for residents to use in a hard winter.

e Overhanging trees and shrubs: the Parish
Council encourages all residents to bear in mind
the needs of others for access to the full width of
the pavements and to cut back overhanging trees,
hedges and shrubs where they might cause
obstruction or hindrance to fellow villagers.

POLICE OFFER SEASONAL
ADVICE AND WARNINGS

lan Hallam, the specialist neighbourhood police
officer covering Claygate, has the following
advice for all residents:

PARKING: If you — or anyone you know — park
around Claygate Railway station, in particular
along Hare Lane, please be considerate. Parking
in such a way that leaves insufficient space on
the footpath for pedestrians to pass (consider
wheelchair users and push chairs) could result
in your vehicle receiving a fine for obstruction
and/or removal with associated recovery costs.

BREAK-INS: With more hours of darkness we
tend to see more burglaries. Please remember
to leave lights on in your property if you are
going to be out after dusk, as many of the
properties targeted are in darkness. When a
house is dark and there is no vehicle parked on
the driveway it gives thieves the impression the
property is unoccupied.

CAR CRIME: We have had increased reports of
vehicle crime — especially of thieves searching
through unsecured vehicles. Always leave your
vehicle locked and the alarm set when it is
unattended. If your vehicle is “keyless”, you
should keep the ignition fob in a secure
“Faraday pouch” — a signal-blocking cover that
can be bought for a few pounds — or a metal tin.
And keep keys away from the front door or
kitchen window of your property.

VANS: These are often targeted by thieves for
the tools inside. Consider using a sticker saying
“No power tools are kept in this vehicle
overnight”. These can be collected from the
front counter at the EImbridge Civic

Centre, High Street, Esher. If you have to leave
tools in a van overnight, mark them clearly with
your hame or company hame and address,
using paint pens and sealing with a clear
lacquer spray. Alternatively, you can use a
variety of other property marking systems.
Items that are clearly marked are less desirable
and more difficult to sell on.

SECURITY STANDARDS: Surrey Police does not
recommend any products or companies.
However, Secured by Design (SBD) is the official
police security initiative. It works as a product-
based accreditation scheme — the Police
Preferred Specification — and provides a
recognised standard for all security products
that can deter and reduce crime.
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NEWS: FINANCE

¥ SEEING THE WOOD
' FOR THE TREES

~ Work to clear

» Claygate Common of
unwanted vegetation

- is carried out by

= volunteers organised

o=: by the EImbridge

: Countryside Team, to
encourage new
growth and

" biodiversity in our
woodlands

FUNDS SUPPORT VILLAGE PROJECTS

Community projects have benefited from the Parish
Council so far this year, including money spent on the
Village Hall and a provisional grant to assist with the
potential purchase of The Winning Horse pub.

The Parish Precept is an annual levy raised on all
council taxpayers and based, like council tax, on the
value of their property. It is separate from the council
tax, which goes to Surrey County Council and
Elmbridge Borough Council, and separate from the
levy raised by Surrey Police. All the money collected
for the Parish Precept is spent in Claygate, for
Claygate residents.

The Council is able to continue supporting local
causes thanks to the increase in the annual Parish
Precept, which for eight years remained unchanged
so that its value was gradually eroded. This made it
difficult to continue providing many of its services to
the community and to support projects. The levy was
therefore increased by 12 per cent for the 2024-25
year, meaning a Band D equivalent property pays
£15.85 for the year to the end of March 2025.

So far this year, the Parish Council has supported the
following community projects:

¢ £10,679 refurbishment grant for the Claygate
Village Hall towards the cost of stage improvements
and furnishings.

¢ £2,000 grant to the Claygate Community Benefit
Society to pay for the valuation of The Winning Horse
pub.

¢ £481.25 to the Claygate Recreation Ground Trust
towards the cost of new benches for the area outside
Treetops.

¢ £500 to Claygate Village Association towards the

cost of the stage at the village lights event on The
Parade (see CVA news, page 10).

¢ £400 to the Claygate Village Association towards
the cost of the Christmas tree on The Green.

In addition to the Precept, the Council can benefit
from the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), which
Elmbridge Borough Council can charge on specific
new building developments. The sum received by the
Parish Council can be spent on projects that could
not otherwise be supported from the Precept or other
funds.

The Parish Council has earmarked £50,000 from its
CIL grant for the Claygate Community Benefit
Society, the funding being contingent upon it raising
the rest of the money required to purchase and
renovate The Winning Horse pub as a community
venue (see page 5).

Any local group or organisation planning a project to
benefit the local community might be eligible for a
Parish Council grant or Community Infrastructure
Levy support. Please visit the council’'s website
claygateparishcouncil.qov.uk or contact the Parish
Clerk at clerk@claygateparishcouncil.qov.uk to
find out more.

LITTER PICK

A warm thank you from Claygate Parish Council to all
the volunteers who gave up their time on Saturday
October 5 to take part in the community litter pick.
With a great communal effort, we are keeping
Claygate green and clean.

Please look out for advertisements of the next clean-
up event — refreshments are provided to all
volunteers.

WWW.CLAYGATEPARISHCOUNCIL.GOV.UK
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YEARS OF SERVICE
MAKE JOHN A
CUP WINNER

This year’s Brian Rhodes Community Cup was
awarded to the tireless John Bamford, who gives
so much of his time and energy to voluntary causes
in Claygate.

The cup is awarded by the Parish Council to the
individual Claygate resident or worker judged to
have contributed most to community life and
wellbeing in the previous 12 months. Nominations
can be made by anyone who lives or works in
Claygate and the 2024 trophy was presented to
John at the annual Village Meeting held at Claygate
Primary School in April.

John was the judges’ unanimous choice — a
reflection of the many years of service he has given
to our community. In the past year, he has been
both Vice-Chair (formerly Chair) of the Claygate
Flower Show and Joint Organiser (formerly Chair)
of the Country 5 Run; Vice-Chair of the Village Hall
Association; and Treasurer of Friends of Claygate
Centre.

He also set up a lunch club earlier this year to
ensure that more senior residents could get a hot
meal once a week during the winter months while
Claygate Community Centre was closed. In
previous years, he has contributed in several other
ways, including: 20 years delivering Meals on
Wheels, including on Christmas Day; being a

FLOWER SHOW DATE

The date for next year’s Claygate
Flower and Village Show has been
set — so mark Saturday July 12
2025 in your diaries.

The fine weather for this year’s
show meant it was well attended,
with the number of entries for most
categories in the exhibition tent being well up on the
previous year. But there is always room for more and
the organisers would love to see another big rise in
villagers demonstrating their creativity and green
fingers. And all feedback is welcome.

Preparations for the 2025 Show begin in earnest
early next year. In the meantime, organisers will

Trustee of The Friends of Capelfield Surgery for 20
years; vaccination work in two centres during the
pandemic; and many years of service as both a
Parish Councillor and Non-Voting Adviser to the
Council’s Planning Committee.

So, thank you for all your service to our community,
John. You’re a most worthy winner!

== spend the coming months on such

. mundane but vital projects as pre-

“=<. ordering equipment, negotiating

= deposits, and liaising with

Elmbridge Borough Council over

* an amended “licence to operate”

¥ that will require even more

comprehensive risk assessments,

P method statements and more
expensive fees.

New recruits will also be especially welcome, as the
organisers have lost some key volunteers due to
health reasons and not yet found replacements. New
people can also bring new ideas and there is always
scope for innovation. For more information, visit
www.claygateflowershow.co.uk or email the
Secretary at info@claygateflowershow.co.uk.
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NEWS
LINING UP MORE poen erected ot e station end of The Parsde anc
. i Cliff Ri
EVENTS FOR THE Puge chier went up. And then, as o sang Misttos
CO M M U N ITY and Wine”, it began to snow! It was quite magical.

The Claygate Village Association is a non-political
charity that has played a big part in events over the
past year, especially following the proposal to build a
supermarket in Torrington Lodge car park. Concerns
from residents led it to raise a petition to gather
opinions, which resulted in the proposal being
withdrawn.

Sir Cliff opened the celebrations (without snow) for a
few more years while he had an office in Hare Lane,
Claygate. And then, for more than 10 years, a
succession of other celebrities did the honours,
including Elaine Page, Bernie Nolan and Ronnie
Wood. Today, the Association asks local youngsters
to be the switch-on celebrities.

The event itself has now grown to take over the
whole Parade with a stage, live music, school choirs,
community stalls, carol singing, street entertainment,
food and drink, a children’s ride, Father Christmas
and fireworks. And most shops stay open. There will
be a bigger stage this year and the Association is
grateful for grants from Surrey County
Council, via Councillor Mark Sugden,
and Claygate Parish Council. So
come and celebrate our vibrant
community and begin the festive
season in The Parade at 4pm on
Saturday November 30.

The Association then set up Claygate: The Way
Forward and conducted a survey of the whole village
to find out what residents really wanted, a report on
which can be read at www.
clayqgatevillageassociation.org.
Several working groups were formed
from the Way Forward initiative and
these have now been adopted by
Claygate Parish Council to continue
the work. See its update on pages 4
and 5.

The aim of the Association is to
preserve and enhance the character
and amenities of Claygate for the
public benefit and over the years it
has championed many causes. It is
currently busy looking after the tubs in our shopping
streets and organising community events.

CLAYGATE IN BLOOM

Volunteers have been busy again this summer
watering the tubs that brighten the pavements in the
village. Several of the containers are ageing, falling
apart and need replacing. The Association is grateful
to EImbridge Borough Councillor Mary Marshall, who
has donated some of her councillor’s funds to provide
seven new ones.

Again, help is needed from anyone
who could spare the time to be a
marshal and assist with safety, crowd
control and setting up — even for just
an hour. It can make a big difference.

To volunteer or find out more, please email:
claygateresidents@gmail.com

NEXT YEAR

In 2025, the Association plans to organise a Get
Involved Day in April, at which local organisations
explain their work and invite residents to join them,
and an Open Gardens event, which gives villagers an
opportunity to see some of the spectacular gardens
in Claygate, in June.

The new tubs have been delivered, but replacing ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
them is time-consuming. It involves removing the The Association’s AGM will be held on Thursday
plants and soil and the bricks that are below the soil, November 14 at 7.30pm in Holy Trinity Church Hall.
and then putting everything back into the new tub. After the business, guest speakers will report on
The whole operation takes about an hour and is various community activities. There is a great deal
easier with three people. Anyone who could spare an ~ going on, so do come and hear about it and perhaps
hour to help replace one is asked to email become inspired to get involved — the Association
claygateresidents@gmail.com relies on volunteers and works with other village
organisations and local councils to make things
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS happen. All residents of Claygate are automatically
Many residents remember the inaugural community members and suggestions and offers of help are
celebration of Christmas in December 1995. It was always very welcome. Visit

bitterly cold and a large crowd had gathered to watch ~ www.clayqgatevillageassociation.org

WWW.CLAYGATEPARISHCOUNCIL.GOV.UK
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HIDDEN GEM WILL BE OPENED UP TO ALL

Plans are being drawn up by Holy Trinity Church to wildlife area with new trees and shrubs and a shallow
share its churchyard with the wider community. The pond.

Way Maker Churchyard Project aims to open up this
hidden gem in the heart of Claygate, rich with natural
beauty and history.

A seating area outside the rear entrance of the
church foyer is also planned. It will be enhanced to
enable easy access into the church building if people

The Church says its vision is to create a welcoming want to take part in mid-week activities or have
environment that honours and respects those who coffee and chat. This area will have raised flower
come to remember loved ones. It is aiming to foster beds and fruit trees. The War Memorial and Garden
wellbeing for body, mind and spirit by providing a of Remembrance will also be improved to make both
peaceful sanctuary, with a focus on biodiversity and areas more attractive

wildlife, ensuring that the churchyard
is a place where people can connect
with nature.

The Church hopes the project will
develop some of the
recommendations of Claygate: The
Way Forward, the survey carried out
by the Claygate Village Association,
by enhancing Claygate’s distinctive
character, supporting and
strengthening the community, and

= offering educational opportunities for
local schools to learn about nature,
local history and community gardening.

Design plans and drawings,
developed by Selina Botham, an
award-wining garden designer who
lives in Claygate, are on display in
the church and everyone is welcome
to call in and view them.

The main elements of the project

include the creation of access to the Recreation
Ground by providing a new gate next to the Pavilion
Café, with new pathways laid to enable a route from
the Rec to Church Road. Strategically placed
benches will be installed to create “peace pockets”
with beautiful views across the churchyard and
opportunities for quiet reflection.

The Church wants everyone in the parish to feel
involved and share a sense of joint ownership.
Anyone with the skills, talents, or a desire to
contribute, is invited to help in making this vision a
reality. Even after the project is complete, the Church
says villagers’ help in maintaining and enhancing the
A wildflower meadow will also be created with grass churchyard would be greatly appreciated. Email
pathways to enable people to walk through the waymaker@htclaygate.orq to become involved.
meadow. And in the corner of the churchyard by the

Pavilion, and adjacent to the new path, there will be a For information, visit: htclaygate.org/waymaker
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NEWS: COMMUNITY

CENTRE SERVICES
ARE BACK UP
AND RUNNING

Claygate Centre fully reopened in April from 10am to
3pm every weekday except Wednesday. Hot meals
are now available to Centre members every day it’'s
open — a freshly cooked meal of up to three courses
for £6 (or less if you skip one or more courses).
These meals can be booked in advance by calling
the Centre on 01372 463476.

Alternatively, the Tea Bar serves toasties,
sandwiches and delicious cakes and is open to all

residents at reasonable prices — you don’t have to be

a Centre member to enjoy it. 8

Most activities and entertainment
have also now been restored.
Chair-based yoga and exercise
classes are available on Monday
and Thursday mornings; table
tennis is available on Monday
afternoons; entertainment is
arranged for Thursday afternoons i
after lunch, and bingo and a quiz are available on
Monday and Tuesday afternoons respectively.

On Fridays, art and craft sessions are now available
again from 10.15am to 11.15am and “Knit and Sew”
sessions are available in the afternoon from 1.15pm
to 2.15pm. Footcare, hairdressing, reflexology and
beauty services are also available by appointment.

It's a great place to find company and conversation
or somewhere safe and warm to go to during the

CAR SERVICE NEEDS DRIVERS

The car service that drives people without
access to transport to medical appointments is
proving more popular than ever and the charity
is appealing for more drivers to join its ranks.

The Claygate and Esher Car Service offers a
flexible and enjoyable opportunity for anyone
keen to make a real and instant difference to
those in need. Drivers only need an occasional
spare hour or so — which could be as little as
once a month — and can choose which
appointments they drive clients to, making it
flexible and far from onerous. And the clients
are hugely appreciative.

colder days. Anyone needing help getting to Claygate
Centre can call it on 01372 463476 for more
information about community transport or any of the
activities mentioned above.

CHRISTMAS FAYRE

The Centre’s annual Christmas Fayre is scheduled
for Saturday November 6. Among the many
attractions will be the opportunity to buy Christmas
presents and stocking-fillers, as well as the
opportunity to win prizes at various stalls. There will
even be a visit from Father Christmas.

DEMENTIA SERVICES GROUP

The Dementia Services Group has settled smoothly
into Claygate Centre, providing a much needed
service on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from
10am until 3pm. It provides vital care and stimulation
for those living with dementia, and
invaluable respite for carers and
family members. It achieves this
by providing engaging activities
and social interaction. The service
also supports families and carers
by offering advice and
information.

Everyone is welcome to drop in

“ on the “Musical Memories”
sessions every second Tuesday of the month
between 1.30pm and 2.30pm or the “Sing-a-long”
afternoon tea sessions on the last Friday of the
month between 1pm and 2pm, both of which are held
in the main hall at Claygate Centre.

To learn more about Dementia Services email
dementiaservices@elmbridge.gov.uk, call 01372
474547 or visit www.elmbridge.gov.uk/community-
support/elmbridge-dementia-services.

To volunteer, email
Or visit

WWW.CLAYGATEPARISHCOUNCIL.GOV.UK




STREET MARKET
IDEA IS TURNED
INTO A TRIUMPH

There have now been two highly successful street
markets in Claygate Parade, thanks to Milda
Rakauskaite, who runs Ecocentric Us, the refill shop
in The Parade. Her passion is to sell packaging-free
goods, from breakfast cereal and eggs, to oils and
pulses, to hand cream and soaps, and more. Here,
she explains how the street market idea became
reality — and how she is preparing for the next one.

What gave you the idea for a market?

When | moved to the shop in The Parade and saw
the number of people at the Christmas Lights event, |
thought why can't it be more often — The Parade is a
perfect place for a market. | started asking customers
about it and then Claygate resident Ruth Westlake
came into the shop and said she had wanted to
organise one some time ago. So we joined forces.

Were you confident it would work?
We didn't see why it wouldn’t. We had local shops in
support and village people seemed very excited.

How did you go about setting it up?

We had to get official permission each time; also
parking suspensions and insurance. We did ask for
some help with insurance but that wasn't supported
so we had to self-fund — buy insurance, pay for
parking bay suspensions and organise road signs.
We brought our own tables and chairs to set up a
seating area for the second market.

How did you choose the stallholders?

| had a refill stall for two years at markets around
Surrey, so the majority of traders are my old
colleagues — and Ruth contacted some lovely new
ones. We will try to have some main traders but
others will rotate to make each event unique.

Any problems?

Visibility — and people knowing about the market.
Elmbridge Borough Council is to help us get a banner
which will help a lot.

Last-minute nerves?
We were very nervous before the first one. It was a
big thing.

How did everyone respond and react?
Stallholders were selling out at both the markets.
They were overwhelmed with the demand, calling it

NEWS FROM CLAYGATE PARISH COUNCIL
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the best market, which made them want to come
back. And the public reaction was very supportive,

very happy and grateful. We’ve had people popping
into the shop and stopping us in the street to thank

us and ask us to organise more — which we will do!

Do you have any rules?

Ruth and | have the same ethos — sustainability is
very important to us. Traders have terms and
conditions asking them to use sustainable materials;
no single-use plastic is allowed — if we see any we
won'’t invite the trader to the next market. So local,
low carbon footprint traders are especially welcome.

How does it tie in with your shop?

The market did bring more trade to my shop and to
the others who decided to open. It is a great
opportunity for people coming from outside Claygate
to discover the shops we have on The Parade.
Ecocentric Us is growing slowly but has ups and
downs. | am working hard and concentrating on the
positivity it brings us. | have been open for a year and
we have saved an enormous amount of plastic — and
this is very positive! Thank you for all your support.

Next?

The next market is on Sunday December 15 and we
are aiming to close the whole road — so save the
date. See Instagram for updates: @claygatemarket.
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NEWS

POOL MAKES A BIG
SPLASH - THANKS
TO VOLUNTEERS

Claygate Community Pool is a perfect example of
what a local community can achieve through
voluntary participation. What was once a summer-
only open-air pool reopened in April last
year as a fully enclosed state-of-the-art
swimming facility.

Now 18 months old, the pool still relies
extensively on volunteers but recently
welcomed Jono Eskin, who has become
pool plant manager in a part-time
capacity.

The team was also pleased to welcome
Monica Harding, Esher and Walton’s
newly elected MP, to the pool recently.
She dropped in to meet some of the volunteers and
explore ways of helping and supporting the facility’s
development.

One example of this is the prospective enhancement
of the building’s solar generation capacity — with help
from Claygate Parish Council and Elmbridge
Borough Council. Increasing the number of panels on
the pool roof and installing a new battery storage
system would make this possible.

ASH TREES TO BE REMOVED
FROM REC WOODLAND AREA

The woodland area on Claygate Recreation
Ground comprises at least 70 per cent ash
trees, the majority of which are affected by ash
die back disease. Members of the Claygate
Recreation Ground Trust are working with tree
specialists and Elmbridge Borough Council to
decide how best to deal with the problem and
ensure public safety.

Ash die back is a serious disease, caused by a
fungus called Hymenoscyphus Fraxineus. The
disease was discovered in 2006, and has
devastated the ash tree population all over
Europe, spreading rapidly across the continent.
It came to the UK via imported trees and
chopped wood, with devastating effects. The
spores can be blown by the wind over
distances of up to 30km.

Discussions on funding for this will begin towards the
end of this year. It's hoped that many of the
organisations involved in the original funding for the
project will be able to help with this next stage of the
pool’s evolution.

With 600 members, Claygate Community Pool enjoys
great support from people living in the village.
Membership is open to all Claygate residents, with
expansion of the boundaries to cover parts of
Hinchley Wood and the area of Esher beyond
Arbrook Lane under consideration.

As well as a place for local members to

swim, the pool is a hub for many local

organisations: Kingston Royals

- Swimming Club provides lessons for

¥ juniors, which increases access to

| training for local residents; Claygate

Scouts, Bupa Wingham Court Care

Home and Angel Swim also use the pool

for services ranging from rehabilitation to

mother-and-toddler swim sessions. And,

of course, the pupils of Claygate Primary
: School enjoy regular swimming lessons

run for the school by Kingston Royals’ coaches.

The pool can also be used for birthday parties for
children aged eight and over. Party times are
available on Saturday and Sunday lunchtimes and
include exclusive use of the pool for an hour followed
by use of the community room for the celebration.

To join Claygate Community Pool, email
claygatecommunitypoolmembership@gmail.com

In most cases the disease Kkills the tree and it
affects trees of all ages. Young trees can be
killed in one season and older trees tend to
succumb after several seasons of infection. In
their weakened state they are often colonised
by other pathogens such as honey fungus,
accelerating the death of the tree.

Symptoms include black blotches on leaves,
necrotic spots on stems and branches, with a
grey bark and wood discolouration, dark
lesions on the lower trunks, and die-back of
shoots and branches.

CRGT trustees are hugely saddened that
ultimately, for public safety, all the ash trees in
the Rec will have to be removed before they
fall. The Trust will be looking at how best to
replant the area to replace these graceful and
beautiful native trees and best serve the
community and local wildlife.
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CLAYGATE PRIMARY

SCHOOL AT THE
TOP OF THE CLASS

Results across the academic years continue to go
from strength to strength at Claygate Primary School,
with high attainment by pupils, from Year 1 Phonics
to Year 6 Sats. Last year, the school had its hard
work and high achievements recognised by Ofsted
with “outstanding” grades in the Nursery, Reception
and in Personal Development across the school.
Overall, it was awarded an incredibly positive “good”.

And the success continues: standardised score
averages for Year 6 pupils were 109 and 110 for
Reading, Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar, and
Maths. A score of 110 marks the “greater depth®
standard, so this is an extremely high performance
and the school is proud of the children and the staff.

Claygate Primary is also ranked in the top 200
schools nationally for multiplication test results in
Year 4. It believes its pupils
perform so well because

. | they are happy, supported
7 and challenged to achieve

! Iearnlng and personal
development.

The school is currently

| - monitoring the situation
regardlng the proposed introduction of a tax on
private school fees and has places available across
the school should demand for its fantastic
educational provision increase.

TECHNOLOGY IS KEY

To prepare the next generation for a digital world, the
school offers a rich, creative Computing curriculum. It
aims to make children digitally literate, confident and
safe online, to be computational thinkers (problem
solvers), and to be inspired by technology.

As they progress with their learning, children develop
these skills utilising exciting and more intricate coding
systems, as well as learning how to capture, present
and analyse data in effective ways. All their learning
is embedded with robust teaching of online safety.

With the support of Parents and Friends of Claygate
Primary School, Chromebooks, iPads and robotics
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for discrete learning have been acquired. The school
also uses green-screen Kits and virtual reality
headsets (pictured above) to expand learning
opportunities and to apply computing learning across
all aspects of the curriculum. Virtual reality and
specific coding hardware is found to bring learning to
life.

It all makes Computer Science Week a highlight of
the school year. Supported by the Computing Lead
and Computing Champions, there are many exciting
activities, from making music using loops, learning
about circuit boards to play a “banana piano”, and
creating and debugging algorithms to race Lego
“WeDo” cars and navigate a “Bee-Bot” in a maze.

Extra-curricular opportunities include Jam Coding
Club and CPS Pod Club at which children create
podcasts, for anyone to follow via the school website
at www.claygate.surrey.sch.uk (under News and
Information) or by searching for CPS Pod on Spotify.
Claygate Primary School was also delighted to
secure the winning place for Promethean's
Classroom Stories Competition and the winning entry
can be viewed via the school website, under the
Computing heading.
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CAPELFIELD GPs
HEAR FEEDBACK
FROM PATIENTS

Friends of Capelfield Surgery is a charity which for 30
years has been a link between patients and the
practice, and at its well-attended annual general
meeting in March, Capelfield patients listened to a
report from their GPs that outlined the challenges
faced by the surgery. Patients then asked questions
and gave doctors feedback on their experiences.
After this, the Friends trustees saw a need for such
patient participation to be offered more regularly.

It is therefore holding a Patient Participation Group
Open Forum on Wednesday November 20 at 7.30pm
at Capelfield Surgery, to which all are invited. There
will be a Practice report and attendees’ feedback,
questions and suggestions will be welcome. The plan
is to hold regular Group meetings with patient
involvement in future.

FROM THE VALE ROAD
DEPOT TO THE SEINE

Since moving to Claygate, Meryl
White has immersed herself in
community volunteering — and it’s
taken her from the Vale Road depot
to the Paris Olympics.

She says: “It seems like yesterday
since | moved from a village in the
north of England to a village in the
south, but here | am after four years,
joining in the every-day life of
Claygate. Being ‘retired’, | had time
to spare and so looked for a chance
to give something to community life
by doing things | enjoy.”

After a career in education spanning more than
40 years, becoming involved with Claygate
Primary School seemed a good place to start.
“The welcome | had when joining in the life of
the school, as a governor and also in the daily
life of the school, helping with reading and
supporting the staff on visits, was tremendous.
They are always keen to welcome people into
school to inspire and encourage the children.

“As someone new to the area, | was also
looking to see how things might work together.

It is compulsory for GP practices to have Patient
Participation Groups, with the GP contract stating:
“The purpose of the PPG is to ensure that patients
and carers are involved in decisions about the range,
shape and quality of services provided by their GP.” A
PPG consists of volunteers — patients, carers and GP
practice staff who meet regularly to discuss and
support the running of their practice. They review the
services offered, patient experience and how
improvements can be made.

Over the years the Friends have provided Capelfield
with valuable equipment not available from the NHS
and contributed to building projects to enhance the
running of the practice, funded by patient donations
and events such as quiz evenings. To date £170,000
has been raised. The Friends have also produced 77
editions of Capelfield News and organised
presentations on crucial medical topics to inform
patients further.

The Friends of Capelfield Surgery committee urgently
needs more trustees and asks everyone to consider
joining. For information contact the secretary
linda@wellsandcompany.co.uk.

So after I'd become a member of
the Claygate Gardening Society
and started helping out at its depot
on Vale Road, | realised it could
inspire pupils at the school in one
of my passions — gardening.
‘Together we grow’ is the school’s
B motto and, working together, the
school and society have
revitalised the raised beds in the
{ school garden, planted an amazing
new herb trug and more than 450
i trees in the grounds, ensuring a
) new generation cultivates an
4" interest and involvement in
| gardening.”

This summer, Meryl’s indomitably

- enterprlsmg spirit took her beyond Claygate: “I

thought it would be tough to top the amazing
‘Gamesmaker’ volunteer experience | enjoyed at
the Aquatics Centre for the London 2012
Olympics. But working as a ‘Volontaire’ at the
Paris 2024 Olympics, and the Paralympics
Cycling road races and time trials, did just that.
It was such a privilege to be chosen as one of
45,000 volunteers.”

She adds: “Just get involved in volunteering —
and see where it takes you! From Claygate to
Paris, this volunteering lark ‘C’est top!’.”

WWW.CLAYGATEPARISHCOUNCIL.GOV.UK




-w; [

The gardens at Fittleworth House: more modest scale

GARDENERS ENJOY
VARIETY IN A
SERIES OF VISITS

Gardeners brought together by membership of the
Claygate Gardening Society not only enjoy events
and talks, generous discounts at some village shops
and garden centres further afield — even a 50 per cent
discount on seeds from Dobies — but visits to beautiful
gardens, all within easy reach of Claygate.

The Society ran a full programme of visits this year,
including three “double bills” in June, July and
September, that took members to Sissinghurst and
Hole Park in Kent; Fittleworth House and Woolbeding
in West Sussex; and Great Dixter and Pashley Manor
in East Sussex.

Each pair combined gardens of very different styles,
both National Trust and privately owned. Hole Park's
interesting mix of formal and informal spaces,
contrasted with Sissinghurst's weathered red-brick
buildings and exuberant tumbling borders. The private
gardens to Fittleworth House are of a more modest
style and scale to which regular gardeners could
relate, while Woolbeding gardens feature richly
planted borders in a formal, manicured setting.

Great Dixter overflows with clashing colours and a
vast number of plants, while the privately owned 11-
acre gardens at Pashley Manor are more traditionally
“managed” to form a quintessential English country
garden.

Don’t miss out on next year’s visits and other benefits
by joining the society. It has already put in place a
programme of talks for next year, featuring The Piet
Oudolf garden at Wisley; fuchsias; ideas and advice
on vegetable growing; Victorian head gardeners; and
Women writers and their gardens. For details, see
Claygate-gardening.org.
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BUYING A POPPY REALLY HELPS
— AND SHOWS YOU CARE

Buying a poppy this year not only shows members
of the Armed Forces community you care, it will also
help support the Royal British Legion’s work in
highlighting the mental health and wellbeing of
service personnel, veterans, and their families.

The annual Poppy Appeal is well supported in
Claygate, as is the Remembrance Day service held
in Church Road beside the war memorial, which this
year takes place on Sunday November 10.

Donations have a real impact on the lives of the
Armed Forces community, as the statistics show: in
2023, Admiral Nurses assisted more than 1,200 new
families living with dementia; 16 per cent of grants
went towards home essentials such as furniture,
cookers and fridges; and 29 per cent of grants were
for essentials such as food and clothing.

Grants also went to improving independence

through mobility equipment and adaptations,

supporting disabled veterans and family members;

10 per cent of grants helped with moves to new

properties or improving current homes, with

1,100 individuals or families supported by housing
related grants.

Care Homes provided support
for more than 800 people, either
as residents or attending day
care, and a specialist Benefit,
Debt and Money Advice Service
supported more than 1,750
people who found themselves
struggling financially.

More than 29,000 grants were given last year; case
managers worked on more than 40,000 cases; and
£39m was retrieved at tribunals using the War
Pension and Armed Forces Compensation Scheme
for those injured as a result of their service.

In 2023, the volume of inquiries to the Legion’s
welfare team increased by 10.5 per cent and 21m
poppies were distributed, thanks to the selfless
volunteers, without whom the Legion could not
function as it does. Anyone who would like to assist
is asked to contact either Hugh Stephenson, Poppy
Appeal Officer for Claygate Parish, on 07950
029130 or email Hughstephenson7@outlook.com
or Peter Wakeham, Poppy Appeal Manager for East
Surrey, on 07826 908603 or email
Pwakeham@britishlegion.orqg.uk.
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YOUTH AND COMMUNITY

MARTIAL ARTS
CENTRE OPENS
UP FOR COFFEE

Claygate Martial Arts Centre has undergone an
exciting transformation over the past year, evolving
into a community hub that offers a diverse range of
activities catering to all age groups and interests — as
well as traditional martial arts.

at what Claygate Martial Arts
Gentre now has to offer...

Owned by Barker Martial Arts
Ltd (BMA), a local family-run
business, the centre now - 4
includes the BMAzed Coffee =}
Shop, serving locally roasted
Redber coffee, along with cakes
and snacks, making it perfect
for a quick treat or a catch-up
with friends. And for parents
with young children, the
BMAZzed Soft Play provides a
safe weekday play area,
offering a fun space for little
ones to explore and socialise.

Martial arts remains central to
its identity, but even here
Claygate Martial Arts has
broadened its offerings. The
Golden Eagles programme is
designed specifically for those
aged 55 and over, providing
gentle, low-impact training to
promote fithess and wellbeing in

BUSY SUMMER FOR
CLAYGATE GIRLGUIDING

Girls across the age ranges have been enjoying
many exciting and educational activities.

1st Claygate Rainbows (aged four to seven)
completed their Animal Lover badge by making
a towelling dog to look after, and exploring
habitats and food of different animals. They
covered sun safety, holidays, and going to the
beach for their Summer Badge. Girls in this
relatively new unit are already high achievers,
with seven Rainbows earning their Bronze
Award, and six winning their Silver Award.

1st Claygate Brownies (aged seven to 10)
enjoyed tackling the “Room in a Box”

Something for cveryone
Www.bmazet.co.uk

a relaxed environment. For younger children, the
Tigers Academy is a dynamic programme created for
ages three to seven, offering a fun introduction to
martial arts and confidence-building in a structured
setting.

The centre now also offers kickboxing and Jiu-Jitsu
classes for those looking to expand their martial arts
repertoire, catering to both beginners and
experienced practitioners alike.

Looking ahead, Claygate Martial Arts Centre is
planning to extend its
opening hours and introduce
hot snacks, such as panini
and toasties, enhancing its
offerings for those seeking a
welcoming community space.

“We’'re thrilled to offer
something for everyone in
our community,” said James
Barker, founder of the centre.

“Our vision is to make
Claygate Martial Arts Centre
a vibrant place where
individuals of all ages can
Wy stay active, meet new

" people, and enjoy a
welcoming environment.”

With these developments,
the Centre aims to be a true
hub of health, fitness, and
social connection for local
people: www.bmazed.co.uk

challenge, making a model room with
interesting features. They accomplished their
Explore skills builder, including walking safety,
maps and compasses, what to do in an
emergency, and caring for their feet. Their
Summer Badge involved looking at summer
nature, building bug habitats, and summer
mindfulness outdoors.

With maps at the ready, 4th Claygate Brownies
completed their Explore skills builder with a
hike around Claygate to track down coal tax
markers. For their Camp Skills builder, they
identified parts of tents and planned what you
need for a great camp, including building and
cooking on fires. They also launched their
Space Badge, experimenting with home-made
rockets in the woods with impressive results.
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YOUTH AND COMMUNITY
T

YOUNGSTERS
LEARN FROM
WORK EXPERIENCE

The Hub has been buzzing with energy this year,
providing vibrant, free, open-access youth sessions
for 11 to 19-year-olds every week. It will have hosted
well over 100 youth sessions, welcoming nearly 200
different young people, with average attendance
standing at 30 per session, offering opportunities to
make new friends, connect with peers, or simply
hang out in a fun environment. In July, it hit a record
turnout of 52 young people at a Thursday session.

The summer was especially busy, with taster
sessions for pupils from Claygate Primary, Cranmere,
and Rowan Schools, introducing Year 6 students to
The Hub. And Summer Mondays ensured that
children were well fed and learned skills. The
Wednesday sports sessions have also been a hit,
with Platform Sports Coaches leading exciting multi-
sport activities and games. And The Hub is thrilled to
support enthusiastic young volunteers participating in
the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme.

One of the Hub’s aims is to build confidence and help
young people feel valued, and a highlight this year
has been seeing older members being eager for work
experience opportunities at The Hub. Finn, 18, was
among them. He said: “I help at The Hub throughout
the day, taking on more behind-the-scenes jobs. I've
learned how much effort goes into creating a Hub
session. Thanks to them, | know that | can do hard

A Camp theme steered the older girls in %
1st Claygate and 3rd Claygate Guides
(aged 10-14), and both units joined with
Esher Guides for a Surrey Hills

residential trip, encompassing map
reading and hiking, and cooking

breakfast and dinner on open fires.

Both groups also joined Esher Division >
at the Surrey-wide Scoutabout Jamboree at th
South East of England Showground, Ardingly,
which seemed more popular than ever. The
Esher Division hosted henna tattooing and
Zorbing - rolling in an orb (pictured).

1st Claygate girls earned badges including
Geocaching, Guiding History, Confectionery,
and Natural Remedies badges, while 3rd

Work experience at the Hub: a highlight of the year

things.” The Hub expresses huge gratitude to Finn,
Max, Olly, Honey, Abby, Luke, Theo, Callum, Libby,
and Alex, whose hard work made a big difference.

The Hub thrives because of generous donations of
time, money, and resources given by trustees,
volunteers, and the local community. Anyone looking
to make a difference and join a group of fun, warm-
hearted individuals, should consider helping — it
always needs volunteers, mentors or those who
could simply share their profession, hobby or life
skills with young people. And anyone able to become
a trustee — especially those with a human resources
background — is invited to be in touch.

The weekly youth sessions are:

e Tuesdays 6pm-8pm (ages 11-19, drop-in — free)
e \Wednesdays 6pm-7.30pm (Sports for Year 6 to
Year 8 — £2 per session)

e Thursdays 7pm-9pm (ages 11-19, drop-in — free)
For information, email hello@claygatehub.org.uk.

Claygate seized the John Cole “group
work” cup at the Claygate Flower Show
&4 with their campfire sculpture.

2= | Claygate R d14-18
&__1| And Claygate Rangers (age )

% joined 4th Claygate Brownies and 3rd
" Claygate Guides for the popular visit to
39 the irresistible residents at the Shetland
=+~ Pony Club in Stoke D’Abernon.

Girls interested in joining a group can register
on the Girlguiding website www.qirlquiding.
org.uk by clicking on the “Register a Child”
button. One of the leaders will get in touch. It
also welcomes new adult volunteers — anyone
who would like to be involved, please email

. For news, see

@girlguidingesherandclaygate on Instagram.
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YOUTH AND COMMUNITY NEWS

EXPLORERS FACED
TOUGH CHALLENGE
ON EXPEDITION

Every three years Claygate’s Explorer Scout Unit
takes on a challenging expedition abroad and this
year visited Morocco. The group was made up of 33
Explorers, aged 14 to 18, and leaders, who signed up
and went through pre-expedition training, including
fitness, first aid skills and safety training.

They flew to Marrakesh, then travelled south to the
Sahara, near Zagora, for a planned four days of
camping and hiking in the desert with local Berbers.
After an all-day drive they trekked two hours into the
desert to the permanent Berber campsite, dealing
with darkness, a sandstorm and tiredness. A
heatwave increased average temperatures by up to
10 degrees and so hikes on foot or on camels,
experiencing the vastness and beauty of the desert,
were made in the early morning.

After a couple of days, the heatwave forced the
group further north, to a compound with a swimming
pool, to prepare for the mountain phase — but the

EVERY RUNNER A WINNER

This year’s Claygate Country 5 Run was
completed by 313 runners with a wide range of
abilities around a new course introduced in
2023, which already feels as though it has
always been that way.

“Chip-to-chip” timing gave everyone an
accurate time for the five miles.

Explorers still visited the local town, ate great food
prepared by the Berbers and enjoyed starry nights
sleeping outside.

The group then travelled north through the Atlas
Mountains and the Toubkal valley for five days to
climb Mount Toubkal, at 4,167 metres the highest
mountain in the Atlas range. After a day exploring the
area and acclimatising, they hiked up to the Nether
Refuge at 3,100 metres, and the following day left
early for the summit, an arduous hike in the dark and
cold — but the views at the top were spectacular.

Eventually, back in Marrakesh, an afternoon was
spent exploring the city’s souks. Everyone was
pleased to get home, and despite the challenges
many have described the expedition as “the best trip
they have ever done”.

Scouting in Claygate is making a real difference to
the lives of our young people with more than 300
members aged from six to 18. The 4th Beaver
Colony (six to eight year olds) has enabled more
young people to join at the grass roots level and
enabled the Scouts to shorten its waiting list. Anyone
who would like their child to be involved in scouting,
please use the following link: www.clayqgatescouts.
org/waiting list.php

The event, held on Sunday July 7, attracted
strong support from local running clubs and
the organisers look forward to seeing them
next year, alongside Claygate residents battling
for glory, or the chance to enjoy a five mile run
on a sunny day. It is a run for everyone.

Money raised this year was used to support the
Grace Dear Trust, a local charity supporting
mental health in Surrey.
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SPORT AND GAMES

CLAYGATE CRICKET CLUB

The 2024 season provided another summer of
success on and off the field. The first team, led
by captain Luke Webb, finished eighth in
Division Two, after securing promotion last
year. The Sunday team also enjoyed a fruitful
season. Led by Hugh Taggart, it attracts a
diverse mix of players.

The summer was filled with youth training
camps, which attracted numerous youngsters,
with coaching from experienced players.

We were also thrilled to announce a
sponsorship with Zeitoun, Claygate’s
Lebanese restaurant.

The club’s women’s team enjoyed another
summer of progress. It is looking to enter
league cricket next summer. To join, please
email

CLAYGATE BRIDGE CLUB

Bridge clubs had a hard time during the
pandemic and some closed for good, but
Claygate Bridge Club has returned to pre-
pandemic numbers.

The club has invested In the BridgePal
system, which provides instant feedback to
the four players at the end of each hand on

the best result they could have achieved. The
club has also bought new bridge tables.

About 40 players come along each Monday
evening at the Claygate Community Centre —
not always the same people, which keeps the
events lively.

The club would be delighted to hear from
anyone interested in joining. If you haven't
played before, it can suggest local teachers.
Visit

FOOTBALLERS VOTE FOR NEW LOOK

More than 650 Claygate Royals . ;
Football Club players, aged from
six to 66, now take to the field
each week, as the club has
grown to become one of the
largest in Surrey, with more than
45 boys’ and girls’ teams and a
very popular veterans’ club.

During the past 12 months the
club has adopted a new crest
and kit, seen further growth in
girls’ football, and made many
more improvements behind the scenes.

This is largely down to Claygate resident Michael
Smith, a parent of three (two of whom play for the
club and one referees), who took over as Chair in
2023, having previously been a coach and committee
member. He still finds time to play for the Vets team.

He says: “Filling the boots of Tony Shearman, who
stood as Chair for 11 years, was tough. The
club has grown exponentially over recent
years and Tony had steered the club through a
very difficult time during Covid. With continued
growth and the recent success of women’s
football in particular, we recognised we could
do more in improving how the club operates. A
five-year plan was drawn up that included
focus on our community, our finances, our
players and our identity.”

Also instrumental in recent changes is another
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)

Claygate resident, Mark
%2 Williams, founder of
design agency That Thing,
— @ Who volunteered to coach
a team, and to work
alongside the club’s
committee. He met
parents, coaches and
players to gain an
understanding of what the
club meant to them, their
families and the
community, which led to a
new brand and identity, with an updated, modern
club crest that maintains a nod to history, plus new kit
ideas.

%)
)
2

At a successful Club Day in May, the players voted
on their favourite kit and chose the “crown jewel”
design (below). Michael says: “A huge amount of
work behind the scenes goes into a club of our size
and this warrants special mention to our main
committee of Mike Cross, Chris Napper, Kev
Warner and Jon Allen as well as all our
volunteer coaches and parent helpers.”

Claygate Royals FC, founded in 1966 by a
group of local lads who came together on
Claygate Rec, is very grateful to all its
sponsors for their continued support:
Ridgeback Projects, Themis, The Hare and
Hounds, That Thing, Homebright Solutions,
and Winterdown Coffee.
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ENTERTAINMENT

INNOVATIVE TRIO [l

ADD POP TO THE
REPERTOIRE

The Oxshott and Cobham Music Society,
which holds its prestigious concerts in

Claygate’s Holy Trinity Church, enjoyed a very
successful season that ended earlier this year,
with great reviews of all the concerts.

Its 2024-25 season has already begun but
music lovers can still enjoy top quality
concerts featuring the finest classical music
played by the very best musicians.

On Saturday November 23, Trio Klein, bring
their innovative string trio programming to
Claygate. They like to include arrangements
of pieces by both classical and pop
composers and will feature exciting music by
John Adams, Sibelius, Richard Strauss, Gideon
Klein, and JS Bach.

On Saturday January 18, the Pixels Ensemble
(strings with piano), play music by Frank Bridge,
Mozart and Schubert. And two virtuoso performers
play in the church on Saturday February 22: Aaron
Azunda Akugbo (trumpet) and Ryan Corbett
(accordion). They perform an inspiring selection of
pieces from several centuries and continents by a
range of composers.

CHOIR ON SONG
FOR 16 YEARS

Vocality Claygate, now 16
years old, began singing in the
hall at Holy Trinity Church in
2008 and has been rehearsing
there on Tuesday evenings '
ever since. The choir tackles a wide range of
music, singing in four-part unaccompanied
harmony. Members learn the repertoire by ear from
Tom Chapman, their professional choir leader, and
then practise at home with pre-recorded tracks.

Vocality Claygate has had just three choir leaders
in those 16 years — they enjoy it as much as the
singers! And many choir members have been
singing with Vocality for more than 10 years, and
some from the very beginning. The choir loves new
members too, and they quickly become part of its

Trio Klein: playing music by classical and pop composers

Full price tickets for each of these concerts are £22,
with concessions and reductions for families, NHS
staff and recipients of universal credit. The concerts
are free for members, children and students under 26
(with ID). Tickets can be bought at the door (cards
accepted), via the box office — email
janemuir72@gmail.com or call 07766 884991 — or
online from wegqottickets.com.

The Music Society’s season continues into next
spring. For details, visit: www.ocms-music.org.uk

hugely friendly and welcoming
community. Rehearsals
require focus, to listen and
learn the music, but they are
also fun.

Members are a sociable
bunch with a wide age range

vy and many firm friendships
have been formed across the generations. The
singers often gather in the Hare and Hounds pub
for a drink and a chat after the Tuesday evening
rehearsals.

The choir has performed as part of the Claygate
Music Festival on many occasions, and holds free
termly performances, usually in All Saints, Weston
Green, a church with wonderful acoustics. Anyone
who would like to learn more, or try a rehearsal free
of charge, can visit the Vocality website at
www.vocalitysinging.co.uk.
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ENTERTAINMENT

LAUGHS FOR ALL
AGES IN HIGH
ENERGY PANTO

Rehearsals are under way for what promises to be
an engaging and hilarious pantomime from the
Claygate Dramatic Society, which will perform “The
12 Days of Christmas” for three nights from Thursday
November 21 in Claygate Village Hall.

Following the success of last year’s panto, Dawn
Lacey is once again directing and has assembled an
excellent cast from Claygate and beyond. The plot
involves an Advent calendar with 12 doors — but keys
to the doors are hidden by the villain. It’s a high
energy tale from panto playwright Alan P Frayn.

The box office is now open for the five shows — at
7.30 on Thursday November 21 and Friday
November 22, and at 2.15pm, 5.30pm and 8pm on
Saturday November 23. Tickets cost £15 for an adult,
£11 for a child, and £45 for a family. There is one free
ticket for an adult accompanying 10 children

NEWSREADER
FACES THE MUSIC

The BBC journalist who

sparked a worldwide reaction

to famine in Ethiopia, and

who was a newsreader for

many years, is to be quizzed '
about his life, work and J L
choice of music on Thursday E

October 31 at Holy Trinity Church.

Michael Buerk is still broadcasting, with his BBC

Radio 4 Moral Maze programme, and was even a
contestant on “I’m a Celebrity, Get Me Out of
Here”. His appearance in Claygate follows on
from a hugely entertaining evening with former
top UK tennis player Andrew Castle last year.

The show, in aid of Save The Children, takes the
form of an interview and selection of music, with
Roger McCormick, a retired City lawyer and
now a presenter on Brooklands Radio and Chair
of Esher in Bloom, asking the questions.

Tickets are £30, to include a welcome drink and
canapes while Michael chats to guests. Doors

open at 7pm. Book by email: stcesher@gmail.

Picture: Nicky Baranger

attending the Saturday matinees. They are available
by phone from 0208 398 8660, or email from
belitacharrington@hotmail.co.uk, or by post via
the website: www.claygatedramaticsociety.co.uk.

SHERLOCK DISCOVERS NEW STARS

The Society was delighted at the amazing response
to its spring production, The Hound of the
Baskervilles. Two new stars emerged in the form of
Claygate residents Clare Cowan and Matt Girling
(above), playing Watson and Sir Henry, with
established Society member lan Royce playing
Sherlock Holmes. The Society always welcomes new
members — email info@claygatedramaticsociety.
co.uk. The are many roles to fill — on stage and off.

CHORAL SOCIETY TO PERFORM
BEAUTIFUL BRAHMS REQUIEM

Claygate Choral Society’s next concert features a
masterpiece — Brahms Requiem — on Saturday
November 30 at 7.30pm at Holy Trinity Church,
Claygate. The conductor is Tim Sandford and the
organist will be professional accompanist and
performer Gareth Giles. Tickets are £15 and can be
bought at www.claygatechoralsociety.co.uk — or at
the door. Bookings can also be made by calling
01372 452649 (a small charge might apply for some
card transactions).

Claygate Choral Society is a friendly choir of about
50 members that stages performances two or three
times a year, enhanced by professional soloists and
orchestra, under the baton of conductor Tim
Sandford.

If you love to sing and are interested in joining, try a
Friday evening rehearsal. There is no audition: all the
choir asks is that you love choral music, enjoy
singing and that you can attend rehearsals on Friday
evenings at Holy Trinity Church, Claygate. It also
runs a fun social calendar of events, ranging from
quiz evenings to Summer Jazz. For more
information, contact Monica Bennett at
chair@claygatechoralsociety.co.uk.
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CLAYGATE PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS AND
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2024 | PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS

PARISH COUNCILLORS

DONNA HOLT
Council chair and ex officio member of all committees

HADLEIGH MOON
Council vice chair; vice chair of Environment, Highways and
Transport Committee; member of Planning Committee

ANTHONY SHEPPARD
Chair of Planning Committee

MICHAEL COLLON
Member of Planning Committee

SAMANTHA BINGHAM
Member of Planning Committee; member of Staffing Committee

GEOFF HERBERT
Member of Planning Committee

GIL BRAY
Chair of Environment, Highways and Transport Committee; vice
chair of Planning Committee

DEBORAH COFFEY
Member of Environment, Highways and Transport Committee;
member of Staffing Committee

TIM FREEBORN
Member of Environment, Highways and Transport Committee

JENNY FRENCH
Member of Environment, Highways and Transport Committee

NON-VOTING ADVISERS
PLANNING COMMITTEE: JOHN BAMFORD, JOHN BURNS

ENVIRONMENT, HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE:
CAROLINE STEVENSON, MARK TYMIENIECKI
PETER STEVENSON, BEN FULL

TREE WARDENS: VANESSA RELLEEN, GARETH JONES,
JOHN OVENDEN

WORKING GROUPS FOR IMPLEMENTING CLAYGATE: THE WAY FORWARD
ARE CHAIRED BY:

NEW DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING WORKING GROUP: CLIVE THOMPSON
HEALTH, WELLBEING & LEISURE WORKING GROUP: Clir JENNY FRENCH
SHOPS & BUSINESSES WORKING GROUP: LEO TYE

TRANSPORT & PARKING WORKING GROUP: BEN FULL

ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY WORKING GROUP: PETER STEVENSON

PARISH CLERK
DAWN LACEY

Email: clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk
or call 07741-848719. This is a part-time role and messages
will be answered as quickly as possible

Please check the Parish Council’s website and the community
notice boards outside the Village Hall and next to Torrington Close
for agendas and confirmation of meeting dates, times and venues,
which can be subject to change. This information is available, at
the latest, three working days prior to each meeting. Anyone
wishing to speak at a meeting should let the Parish Clerk know in
advance. Please also see our Facebook page.
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PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday November 7, 7.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday November 7, 8.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday December 5, 7.30pm
Village Hall - main hall

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday December 5, 8.30pm
Village Hall - main hall

ENVIRONMENT, HIGHWAYS AND
TRANSPORT COMMITTEE
Thursday December 12, 7.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday January 9, 7.30pm
Treetops Pavilion

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday January 9, 8.30pm
Treetops Pavilion

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday February 6, 7.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

ENVIRONMENT, HIGHWAYS AND
TRANSPORT COMMITTEE
Thursday February 6, 8.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday February 27, 7.30pm
Treetops Pavilion

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday February 27, 8.30pm
Treetops Pavilion

VILLAGE MEETING
Thursday March 20, 7.30pm
Village Hall - main hall

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday March 27, 7.30pm
Treetops Pavilion

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday March 27, 8.30pm
Treetops Pavilion

A full list of future meetings is available on
the Parish Council’'s website
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