DRAFT
Claygate Parish Council
Dear Monica,

ROLE OF PARISH/TOWN COUNCILS IN REORGANISED LOCAL GOVERNMENT STRUCTURES
          
We refer to the recent MHCLG Policy Paper ‘Local government reorganisation: summary of feedback on interim plans’  Section “Challenges and Opportunities/Strong Community Voice” (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-government-reorganisation-summary-of-feedback-on-interim-plans/local-government-reorganisation-summary-of-feedback-on-interim-plans?#summary-of-feedback) [3 June].

While we welcome the proposal to bring Parish/Town Councils together with key local service providers in Neighbourhood Area Committees, we are concerned at the very lukewarm attitude towards Parish/Town Councils expressed in this paper.  The paper states, “Areas considering new town or parish councils should think carefully about how they might be funded, to avoid putting further pressure on local authority finances and/or new burdens on the taxpayer. We recognise the value that town and parish councils offer to their local communities, but they are independent institutions and are not a substitute for meaningful community engagement and neighbourhood working by a local authority. We want to see every local authority hardwiring local community engagement into their own structures, preferably through neighbourhood Area Committees.” 

We consider that Unitary Authorities need to be supported by the detailed local knowledge and local democratic accountability of Parish/Town Councils.  We would like you to remind the Minister that Parish/Town Councils are directly elected public authorities with the power to raise funds through taxation or borrowing, whereas Neighbourhood Area Committees would appear to be largely composed of co-opted members and dependent for funding on a probably hard-pressed Unitary Authority.  Many local services have been starved of funds for many years now; Parish/Town Councils have the ability to support Unitary Authorities in improving local services, which we believe most local electors will be willing to fund through a modest Parish Precept.  We would suggest to the Minister that a directly elected Parish Council is a better vehicle for “meaningful community engagement” than a largely unelected Area Committee.

