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EVERY RESIDENT 
ASKED FOR VIEW 
OF THE FUTURE   
Village Association 
launches biggest ever 
survey of people’s 
opinions in Claygate

The largest ever survey of residents’ 
opinions is launched by the Claygate 
Village Associa�on this week, giving 
everyone “an unprecedented 
opportunity to have a say about the 
future of the village”, says Caroline 
Cartwright, who chairs the CVA.

The CVA exists to preserve and 
strengthen the character and 
ameni�es of Claygate. It has fought off many unwanted developments in the 
past and responded again last year when Elmbridge Borough Council tried to 
push through a redevelopment in the heart of the village without local 
consulta�on. The resul�ng campaign was called “Claygate Can Do Be�er” and 
Elmbridge backed down in the face of the surge of indigna�on from residents.

Elmbridge agreed to undertake a wider community engagement exercise and 
as part of this, the CVA is to survey Claygate’s residents and present the 
borough council with a thoroughly researched report.

The original campaign group was re-named “Claygate: The Way Forward” and 
officially launched at an open mee�ng of more than 200 people in November. 
More than 90 people signed up to working groups focused on various aspects 
of the village: shops; parking and transport; housing; recrea�on; well-being;

Continued on Page 2



THE WAY FORWARD
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RESIDENTS TO 
GIVE VIEWS
Continued from Page 1

and the environment. Ideas from these 
working groups have been incorporated 
into the village survey ques�onnaire, 
which has been designed by local 
volunteers with exper�se in this field. 

The results will form an integral part of a 
report which captures Claygate people’s 
vision for their village. It will be presented 
to an open village mee�ng in late May 
before submission to Elmbridge and will 
inform the Borough Council's consulta�on exercise, to be 
carried out later in the year.

For ease, the survey is being made accessible by a QR code 
on this page – and to be displayed around the village. Hold 
your phone camera over the square and click on the link 
that shows on the screen. This will take you to the survey. 

You can also use this link: claygatevillageassocia�on.org/
survey to access the survey. It will also be available via the 
CVA’s website and social media, and by email if you are 
signed up. It will take about 10 minutes and there’s a prize 
on offer for one lucky respondent!

For those who do not have digital access, hard copies of 
the survey will be available in some Claygate shops, and 

volunteers will visit the Community Centre and Parade to 
help people complete it. 

“I think a nerve has been touched,” says Steve Wells, a CVA 
trustee. “Now all can 
benefit from what 
feels like a unique 
ini�a�ve in ci�zen 
power and influence 
in Elmbridge.”  

The CVA is ready to 
hear your voice. Let it 
know what you want 
for Claygate! Scan the 
QR code to begin.
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NOMINATIONS 
OPEN FOR 
COMMUNITY CUP 
AWARD
The Brian Rhodes Community Cup is awarded 
annually to an individual adjudged to have made an 
outstanding contribu�on to the Claygate community in 
the previous 12 months. Parish Councillors vote by 
secret ballot on the nomina�ons and the winner is 
announced at the Annual Village Mee�ng, which 
this year will take place on April 11 at Claygate 
Primary School.
The council is now calling for the people of Claygate to 
nominate their candidates for this award. To nominate 

someone, you must live or work in Claygate 
and you can nominate more than one 
person. 

The nominee must live or work in 
Claygate and must have given 

permission for their name to be put 
forward and publicised.

Nomina�ons, which must include an explana�on in 
no more than 50 words of how the nominee has made 
an outstanding contribu�on to the community in 

Claygate in the past year, should be sent in an email 
to the Clerk before 5pm on March 27, at 
clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

 Please note: si�ng Councillors at Parish, Borough and 
Surrey levels are not eligible for nomina�on.



PLANNING NEWS

NEWS FROM CLAYGATE PARISH COUNCIL

The proposal for a supermarket on the site of the 
Torrington Lodge car park has been the most conten�ous 
planning issue in our village for a very long �me. Claygate 
Parish Council began monitoring events in November 2022, 
although at that �me Elmbridge Borough Council said it 
would reveal only the barest outline un�l commercial 
confiden�ally allowed.

Real informa�on only came to light last summer and it 
quickly became clear that many residents were not happy. 
The Parish Council held a public mee�ng on July 21, at 
which the extent of unhappiness became clear: the Council 
responded to more than 500 le�ers of objec�on and also 
heavily lobbied Elmbridge Borough Council, asking several 
�mes for proper consulta�on. At the same �me, a 
“Claygate Can Do Be�er” campaign was created.

In the face of this opposi�on, Elmbridge said at its Cabinet 
mee�ng on September 27 that it had decided to withdraw 
from nego�a�ons with Kilo Proper�es Ltd and Marks and 
Spencer plc. It further undertook to engage in a broad 
consulta�on with Claygate residents. Since then, “Claygate 
Can Do Be�er” has become “Claygate: The Way Forward” 
and has also been engaging with Elmbridge. Claygate 
Parish Council undertook at its mee�ng last November to 
work with Claygate: The Way Forward. Both organisa�ons 
are wai�ng for the Borough Council to bring forward the 
details of its proposed consulta�on.

LAND NORTH OF RALEIGH DRIVE
An outline plan to build up to 60 dwellings on Green Belt 
land north of Raleigh Drive reached the Planning 
Commi�ee in May last year and the Parish Council 
objected, saying that approval would set a very dangerous 
precedent for other tracts of Green Belt in the village and 
borough. Elmbridge Borough Council gave four reasons for 
refusing the applica�on, the first being Green Belt 
contraven�on.

The developer has subsequently appealed and the Parish 
Council has been advised that the more people showing 
their opposi�on, the more likely the appeal is to be 
rejected. The date of appeal hearing will be publicised as 
soon as it is available. The appeal will be conducted via 
videoconferencing so�ware, so residents will not be able 
to a�end in person but can be present online.

CROWN HOUSE
Crown House (pictured), the office building opposite the 
Hare and Hounds pub, is awai�ng a decision on whether it 
can be converted into 14 flats, “including two-storey front 

extension and rooms in the roof space and dormer 
windows with associated parking and landscaping/amenity 
space”. The Planning Commi�ee made seven cri�cal 
comments, which can be seen on both the Parish Council 
and Elmbridge websites. The Borough Council has yet to 
issue a decision.

DRAFT LOCAL PLAN
The Elmbridge Dra� Local Plan has reached the stage of 
Examina�on in Public by the Planning Inspector, which will 
take place in The Civic Centre in Esher. Claygate Parish 
Council has been advised that the likelihood of the plan 
being accepted by the Inspectorate will increase in line 
with suppor�ve public a�endance.

Several dates in April, May and June have been listed and 
the Planning Commi�ee is asking Elmbridge officers which 
ma�ers will be considered on each date. We will keep 
residents informed via our website and Facebook page.

VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT
Councillor Geoff Herbert, who chairs the Planning 
Commi�ee, is to lead an ini�a�ve to update the Village 
Design Statement. Mee�ngs will be held in the Village 
Hall’s Commi�ee Room and details will be published when 
available. To view the current Design Statement, click 
“Local Plan” on the Parish Council website.

COMMITTEE GOVERNANCE
In January, Councillors Janet Swi� and Sue Grose resigned 
as Chair and Vice-Chair of the Planning Commi�ee and 
were replaced by Councillors Geoff Herbert and Gil Bray 
respec�vely.

CAR PARK SHOCK SPARKS CO-OPERATION  
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A MESSAGE 
FROM         
THE CHAIR
Donna Holt, who chairs Claygate 
Parish Council, looks back on a 
turbulent year – but has high 
hopes for a brighter future  

The past year has taken some strange 
twists and turns: I’ve had a roller-
coaster of a Parish Council ride since 
being elected last May. And what that 
ride confirms is that Claygate is an 
incredibly special place, a community where people care 
and are commi�ed. It needs to be cherished as a place 
where we should not be frightened of change if it 
con�nues to preserve that “specialness”.

The challenge of the Marks and Spencer proposal has 
dominated: a village mee�ng was organised by Claygate 
Parish Council, and Elmbridge Borough Council was 
encouraged to work more closely with both the Parish 
Council and Claygate Village Associa�on (CVA) to define a 
way forward and vision for Claygate. The Parish Council 
fielded hundreds of emails, consulted with Elmbridge, and 
challenged all par�es concerned. The CVA played a 
significant role and used its considerable people 
resources to produce an excellent website and galvanise 
the help of a large number of residents.

The Parish Council, the CVA, and residents, working 
together, secured a consulta�on which kicks off in the 
spring, with a CVA survey, announced in this newsle�er 
(Pages 1 and 2), informing that discussion. Parish 
Councillors are collabora�ng with stakeholders to ensure 
that it has a posi�ve outcome for Claygate.

I must also address the serious topic of the Elmbridge 
hearing in November which found that two Parish 
Councillors bullied Sally Harman, our former clerk. It is a 
ma�er of great regret to me that this happened. We have 
reported it in this edi�on (see Page 5) as it is an event 
that has affected both the former clerk and the Parish 
Council and cannot be ignored or glossed over. 

In addi�on, I respec�ully apologise to Sally for all she was 
subjected to and wish her every good wish in her new 
role as Chief County Officer at the Surrey Associa�on of 
Local Councils. I now hope that the Parish Council can put 

this difficult ma�er behind us and move 
forward in a new spirit of collabora�on – 
which I am already beginning to see.

Despite these challenges, we are star�ng 
to execute the strategy agreed last 
September. This includes: a ba�le against 
weeds on pavements and roads (see Page 
8); consulta�on (jointly with the CVA) on 
how we might establish a successful 
ar�san market in the village and other 
possible monthly events; proper liaison 
points with all community groups; traffic 
measures which deter Claygate from 
becoming a cut-through; a Remembrance 
project which recognises the contribu�on 
of individual soldiers in the World Wars 

(see Page 14); a flower show stall; and con�nuing to 
support a commitment to no Green Belt development. 

In addi�on, we have con�nued with exis�ng obliga�ons, 
such as support for Remembrance Day in November, li�er 
clearance (see Page 8), and grants to the community for 
many diverse projects (see Page 6). I encourage residents 
to put forward more grant applica�ons for infrastructure 
projects, as we are benefi�ng from a contribu�on of 
£73,000 in Community Infrastructure Levy (a levy on 
developments) this year from the Dairy Crest building’s 
conversion to flats. 

The Community Centre remains a big concern to people 
and is discussed in this edi�on by a local volunteer (see 
Page 7). The Parish Council has been lobbying Elmbridge 
Borough Council and is encouraged by its response, which 
has included the move of Demen�a Services to Claygate, 
securing another 140 clients, and a stronger place for the 
Centre as part of the community. We look forward to 
collabora�ng with all par�es concerned. 

It's hard work but my enthusiasm has not waned at all: I 
am s�ll extremely excited to be a Parish Councillor and 
honoured that there was a unanimous vote to elect me as 
an Independent Chair in January. It means the Parish 
Council can move forward, with poli�cs aside. I feel 
op�mis�c for the future and feel we are building a strong 
team of Councillors who want to work together to make a 
difference.

VILLAGE MEETING
The annual Village Mee�ng takes place at Claygate 
Primary School on April 11 at 7.30pm. All residents are 
invited to a�end and express their views and concerns.

NEWS
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Four of the 10 Parish Councillors resigned in January, 
one having moved away and two following the Code of 
Conduct Panel Hearing (above). It leaves the Parish 
Council with six members and so it needs to recruit 
replacements.

Elmbridge Borough Council was informed of all these 
resigna�ons by February 6, when it issued a “No�ce of 
Vacancy” which declared that an elec�on to fill the 
vacancies would be held if, within 14 working days, a 
request for an elec�on signed by 10 electors was 
received  by the Returning Officer at Elmbridge.

As a request for an elec�on has been submi�ed, it will  

take place on Thursday May 2 and be run by Elmbridge 
Borough Council. If four or fewer candidates stand, 
they will be declared “elected without a poll” but if five 
or more stand, there will be a full poll. News on this will 
be publicised on the Elmbridge and Parish Council 
websites.

PARISH CLERK VACANCY 
The Parish Council has also adver�sed for a permanent 
Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer. This is a 
paid, part-�me post of 20 hours a week and involves 
a�ending mee�ngs on at least 18 Thursday evenings 
per year. For details, visit www.claygateparishcouncil.
gov.uk.

CODE OF CONDUCT

PARISH CLERK 
WAS BULLIED, 
SAYS HEARING 
A hearing has ruled that two Claygate Parish Councillors 
bullied the Parish Clerk, in a case that an experienced  
independent inves�gator said was “the most unpleasant” 
he had worked on.

Sue Grose, who chaired the Parish Council a�er last May's 
elec�ons, and Janet Swi� were accused of failing to comply 
with the Member Code of Conduct. A hearing of the 
Elmbridge Audit and Standards Sub-Commi�ee (Hearings 
Panel) on November 15 examined the conduct of the 
councillors, who have since resigned from the council, and 
decided it amounted to bullying.

On receipt of the complaint 
from the Clerk, a Claygate 
resident, in February 2023, 
Elmbridge Borough Council 
appointed the external 
inves�gator whose report was 
referred to the Hearings Panel 
for determina�on. 

Richard Lingard, the 
inves�gator, told the hearing: 
“This is the 60th or thereabouts 
inves�ga�on that I've carried 
out. It is also, by a very long 
way, the most drawn out, 

most difficult and, it has to be said, the most unpleasant 
case that I've ever dealt with in 12 years.”

He said the Clerk was subjected to “repeated, 
unwarranted, dispropor�onate and very public cri�cism. 
She was aggressively ques�oned and on numerous 
occasions had her competence, judgment and authority 
impugned in a most insul�ng manner.” 

He said: “It was more than unpleasant behaviour, it was 
unprofessional, and conduct unbecoming of two people 
who occupy very public posi�ons of responsibility as 
elected representa�ves.” It was “a very upse�ng couple of 
years” for the clerk, he concluded. She resigned in June last 
year. The Panel considered, but dismissed, the idea that 
the clerk might have been oversensi�ve to the behaviour, 
saying it felt that this was beli�ling her ability to cope.

Former Councillors Grose and Swi� denied the allega�ons, 
challenged the evidence, and called character 

witnesses on their behalf. They 
asked the Panel to dismiss the 
allega�ons on the grounds that 
“there was no reason why the 
Subject Member would want to 
humiliate or bully the 
Complainant”.  

Chris Sadler, the Elmbridge 
councillor chairing the Panel, 
said it considered the 
inves�gator’s report to be 
thorough and objec�ve and 
concluded that the two had 
breached the Code of Conduct.

Former Councillors Grose and Swift: denied 
bullying but the panel found against them

NEWS FROM CLAYGATE PARISH COUNCIL 5
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6

PARISH LEVY RISES 
AFTER EIGHT YEARS 
AT SAME LEVEL
The amount residents pay to Claygate Parish Council has 
remained unchanged for eight years but this is now 
eroding its ability to con�nue providing benefits to the 
community. The Parish Precept – an annual levy raised on 
all council tax payers based on the value of their property 
and their means – is therefore to rise by 12 per cent. 

It might sound a large increase, but the numbers are 
rela�vely small. For a Band D equivalent property, the 
Parish Council Precept rate will be £15.85 a year from April 
2024. And all money collected for the Parish Precept is 
spent in Claygate, by Claygate residents, for Claygate 
residents.

How will this money be spent? For 2024/25 the Parish 
Council budget of £65,404 (funded via the Precept and a 
£5,412 release from reserves) has been allocated as 
follows: 
• £31,409 to run the Parish Council, including the Parish 
Clerk’s salary, training, and insurance. 
• £11,282 to run Parish Council Elec�ons in May 2024. 
• £9,377 to Environment, Highways and Transport. This 
covers addi�onal maintenance of six prime Village 
Highway Garden Sites above the sum Surrey County 
Council provides – including The Green and the Foley Road 
Triangle, as well as summer and winter hanging baskets 
and trough displays. 
• £5,334 on Grants and Public Projects. 
• £6,000 on communica�ons, which includes the Courier 
Newsle�er publica�ons and website. 
• £2,000 to Planning, allowing councillors to access 
consultants (if required) to support protec�on of the 
Green Belt and advise on poten�al 5G Mast installa�on. 

PARISH COUNCIL AWARDS TO  COMMUNITY PROJECTS

The Parish Council can support local projects that benefit 
the village by either awarding grants or using the 
Community Infrastructure Levy. This is a levy that 
Elmbridge Borough Council can charge on specific new 
building developments, and the amount received by the 
Parish Council can be spent on projects that would not 
normally be covered by the Precept or other funding 
source.

In the past year, the Parish Council has supported the 
following community projects:

• £1,000 to Claygate Scout Group for solar panels and 
ba�eries for the Scout Hut
• £500 to Claygate Village Associa�on towards the cost of 
the stage at the village lights event on The Parade
• £385 to the Claygate Village Associa�on towards the cost 
of the Christmas tree on The Green
• £1,155 to the Claygate Recrea�on Ground Trust towards 
the cost of a children's party on the Recrea�on Ground in 
commemora�on of the King's Corona�on
• £500 to Community Orchard Project South East to fund the 
seeding of Pearmain Apple Orchards in the parish

Any local group or organisa�on planning a project that 
benefits the local community might be eligible for a Parish 
Council grant or Community Infrastructure Levy support. To 
find out more, please visit the Parish Council website at 
claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk or contact the Parish Clerk at 
clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk.

CLEAN-UP DAY REACHES ALL AREAS

Enough volunteers came along to cover all areas of 
Claygate on a very successful Clean-up Day in January. 
Large amounts of li�er were pulled from verges, garden 
fences, hedges and elsewhere. The Parish Council thanks 
everyone enormously who turned out to help on a very 
cold day and Donna Holt, who chairs the council, says: “I 
felt a special kind of sa�sfac�on every �me a new piece 
of li�er went into my clean-up bag and it was great 
driving around Claygate a�erwards seeing the newly 
cleaned up streets.”

The next Clean-up Day is planned for May 4 from 10am-
12 noon, mee�ng in the Hare Lane Car Park (where 
parking will be free for the dura�on of the li�er pick). 
The collec�on of rubbish will be followed by a barbecue 
lunch with tea, coffee and juice. We hope to see you on 
the day! 

WWW.CLAYGATEPARISHCOUNCIL.GOV.UK



COMMUNITY CENTRE 
REOPENS WITH 
SERVICES RESTORED
There has been considerable disrup�on to the opera�on of 
Claygate Centre – and most of the other Community Centres 
run by Elmbridge Borough Council – since they were all 
closed in November for health and safety reasons, 
promp�ng understandable anger, as well as 
misunderstanding.

Elmbridge has recently been providing updates on its 
website and the measures announced are looking posi�ve 
for the future of Claygate Centre. It is not under threat of 
closure and will become the venue for the local Demen�a 
Group, which is moving from Thames Di�on Centre – 
£50,000 is being spent on refurbishment to make it more 
welcoming and to adapt it for the Demen�a Service.

Claygate Centre is currently open on Mondays and Thursdays 
and hot meals are available again for Centre Members on 
these days. It will open on Tuesdays and Fridays later this 
year – currently scheduled for late April or early May. There 
are no plans for general opening on Wednesdays. It is open 
from 10am to 3pm – two and a half hours less than before.

Podiatrist and hairdressing services have been available at 
Claygate Centre since January and ac�vi�es and 
entertainment have substan�ally been restored. The tea bar 
is providing a wider range of snacks and drinks, including 
panini and toasted sandwiches at affordable prices – 
available to anyone. The Centre has also had solar panels 
and electric vehicle charging points installed.

The reloca�on of the Demen�a Group to Claygate Centre is 
especially posi�ve as it means all those involved, including 
family members, have more certainty about support for their 
loved ones. The volunteers that run this group do wonderful 
work. The Demen�a Group will operate in dedicated parts of 
the Centre on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

John Bamford, Treasurer, Friends of Claygate Centre

NEWS
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NEW SHOP SAVES ON PACKAGING
A new shop in The Parade is dedicated to reducing 
plas�c consump�on and Claygate's carbon footprint by 
offering refills of household and body care products. 

Ecocentric Us – Claygate's zero waste shop – might be 
one of the smallest in the area, occupying the former 
Ceramica premises, but has big ambi�ons. It opened in 
the autumn and business owner Milda Rakauskaite said: 
“It has been my joy to meet so many like-minded 
people. I do what I believe in, saving the planet one 
li�le step at a �me.”  

With shoppers taking 
in their own 
containers to be 
filled, Milda says: “In 
our first three 
months in Claygate, 
we have saved more 
than  622 plas�c 
bo�les by refilling 
body care and 
household products, 
1,049 plas�c bags, 
101 jars by refilling 
peanut bu�er and 53 
olive oil bo�les by 
refilling sunflower, 
olive and sesame oil.” 

The shop also sells coffee, soaps, chocolate, pasta and 
cereals – and even fi�ng out the shop was done 
without waste: “It’s all up-cycled, second-hand. I didn’t 
buy one new thing!” says Milda.

WI GROUP TEACHES SKILLS               
Claygate Women’s Ins�tute runs an exci�ng programme 
of speakers, ac�vi�es and subgroups as well as 
providing the opportunity to take part in community 
events and campaigns. 

Formed in 1987, it has members from a range of 
backgrounds, interests and ages, enabling them to meet 
other women in the area, make friends, make a 
difference in the community, learn skills and get out and 
about. 

Claygate WI meets on the second Wednesday of each 
month in Holy Trinity Church Hall at 7.30pm. For more 
informa�on, visit: www.claygatewi.co.uk
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ROADS CLEAN-UP 
CAMPAIGN IS HELD 
BACK BY RED TAPE
Weeds and overgrown shrubs and trees beside kerbs and 
pavements have been a recent focus of the Environment, 
Highways and Transport Commi�ee. Surrey County Council 
has set out guidelines on how volunteers are able to work to 
improve highways in its recently published “Community 
Highways Volunteer Scheme Policy” – although the extent of 
red tape involved greatly restricts what they can do. But 
Claygate Parish Council is seeking interpreta�ons that might 
allow us to enable volunteers to help �dy up the streets.

Regarding weeds growing in roadside kerb gullies, the Parish 
Council held mee�ngs with officers from Elmbridge Borough 
and Surrey County Councils and we looked at prac�ces being 
tried elsewhere. A�er research, we concluded that the state 
of the weeds in our kerb gullies is mainly a result of how 
Elmbridge manages the performance of Amey, its road 
sweeping contractor. This is handled through Joint Waste 
Solu�ons, an independent third party, which monitors the 
borough; Amey suffers a penalty when a set measure is 
exceeded. But this doesn't seem to work well for Claygate's 
gullies and the Parish Council is con�nuing its dialogue with 
Elmbridge in search of improvements.

Sadly, so far we have been unable to to find a way to enable 
volunteers to help clear weeds growing at the back of 
pavements, where they meet walls and fences. In the 
mean�me, we would encourage property occupiers to keep 
such weeds to a minimum to enhance our environment.

Trees and shrubs overhanging pavements can pose a greater 
risk, especially for elderly or infirm residents and for parents 
with prams and others with wheelchairs. We therefore ask 
all residents to consider whether their hedges, shrubs and 
trees unduly restrict the width of pavements and, if so, to 
cut them back in the interests of other residents.

WWW.CLAYGATEPARISHCOUNCIL.GOV.UK



MORE SWIMMERS 
ON WAITING LIST TO 
BE INVITED TO JOIN
Claygate Community Pool has been open for a year and has 
expanded membership to 1,400 residents – with that 
number set to increase as more on the wai�ng list are 
invited to join.

And the response has been excellent, as seen in this 
feedback from the Reid family: “The pool is more than we 
could have imagined! Eco-friendly, fresh and bright, clean 
and full of other local families. It will be an asset for our 
family, our children and all genera�ons.”

Members enjoy lane swimming and family fun sessions, 
and clubs and other groups make use of the facility, 
including Claygate Primary School, which provides regular 
swimming lessons, and the scouts, who use it for kayak 
training. Aqua Aerobic classes are held twice weekly and 
Bupa’s care home at Wingham Court uses the pool to help 
rehabilitate people with disabili�es and complement the 
services available at its own hydrotherapy pool. Our 
partnership with Wingham illustrates our role as a 
community facility and underlines our commitment to 
providing a “pool for all”.

Claire Hooper, Home Manager at Wingham Court, says: 
“Swimming at Claygate Community Pool has been 
incredibly beneficial for our residents. Being in the water 
brings a great sense of freedom and con�nues to boost 
confidence. We are so pleased to have been a part of this 
fantas�c project.” And Esther Calleja-Mar�nez, Clinical 
Lead Physiotherapist, adds: “From the therapy team’s 

point of view, we are very proud of our residents’ 
engagement and bravery during the swimming sessions.”

Also available at the pool are one-to-one swimming 
lessons, parent and toddler classes and, at the weekend, a 
private hire op�on for pool par�es.

Our principal partner is Kingston Royals Swimming Club, 
which runs classes for all types of swimmers from 
beginners to senior squads. You can find out more about 
these sessions at h�ps://uk.teamunify.com/Home.jsp?
team=lrmkrs.

The pool is run by a management group, supported by 
volunteers plus the help of local residents. It is open seven 
days a week and only closed for maintenance for two 
weeks in the summer and two weeks at Christmas.

The team thanks all members and looks forward to your 
con�nuing support as we enter a second year. 
Membership renewals are due in April, and we will be in 
touch with members directly regarding this. For more  
informa�on, visit: www.claygatecommunitypool.co.uk. 
To inquire about joining, email 
claygatepoolmembership@gmail.com.

COMMUNITY

CAR SERVICE ALWAYS WELCOMES NEW VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
A fulfilling way of contribu�ng to the Claygate 
community is to volunteer as a driver for the 
Esher and Claygate Car Service. This 
charitable group drives people without access 
to transport to medical appointments. It's a 
well-used and popular service and new 
volunteer drivers are always welcome, as are 
new clients should anyone find themselves in need.

It is a rewarding experience for all. One client said: “The 
Esher and Claygate Car Service is a godsend for ge�ng 
to the doctors. I think the drivers are deligh�ul, they are 
all sociable and helpful and we have lovely 

conversa�ons.” And one driver added: “The 
clients are interes�ng and love cha�ng, and 
all are grateful. It is one of the most rewarding 
things I've done in years.”

All drivers need is a clean licence, a car and a 
li�le free �me: drivers choose which trips they 

take, making it flexible and easy to fit into the day. The 
car servcice is back up and running as normal but even 
during lockdowns it was able to operate a service, partly 
thanks to a grant for materials from the Parish Council. 
To volunteer, email ec.carservice@gmail.com or visit 
www.esherandclaygatecarservice.com. 
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A team of Ofsted inspectors 
visited Claygate Primary School 
last June, observing lessons, 
play �mes and interviewing 
teachers, children and 
governors, and the school was 
delighted to hear that it had 
been rated Outstanding or 
Good in every area.

Pupils' personal development 
and the school's early years 
provision (Recep�on and 
Acorns Nursery) were judged to 
be Outstanding; the quality of 
educa�on, behaviour and 
a�tudes (including 
a�endance), and leadership and 
management were all graded as 
Good and “overall 
effec�veness” was found to be 
Good with Outstanding 
features. 

All of the inspectors' judgments 
were very strongly posi�ve and the verbal feedback given 
by the inspectors to senior leaders and governors was 
fulsome in its praise of the provision for children. The 
school commented: “We are delighted that Acorns Nursery 
was found to be an Outstanding Nursery and that early 
years and personal development in all years across the 
school are also Outstanding. It means these areas are 
deemed excep�onal.” To be judged Outstanding, provision 
must be “excep�onal” with no areas for improvement 
iden�fied or required.

The team of inspectors recognised the many strengths 
across the school and that pupils value the extensive range 
of ac�vi�es provided for them both in and outside of 
school. They specifically noted the drama�c improvement 
from the last inspec�on and successes in na�onal 
assessment results (including Sats). And they described the 
children as well organised and deligh�ul, with excellent 
manners and good social interac�on.

The inspectors were also impressed by the Claygate 
Charter and enrichment opportuni�es. These allow 
children to explore different subjects, enjoy the school's 
pets, experience the Forest School, Gardening area, and 
Zen Zones, as well as the Eco Council and Class 
Ambassadors that enable them to engage in team working 

and build resilience and 
confidence.

Posi�ve comments in the report 
included:
“Leaders have high 
expecta�ons in every aspect of 
school and want the very best 
for all pupils.” “Behaviour is 
calm and orderly.”
“Leaders have focused on 
improving the quality of 
teaching and the curriculum. 
They have succeeded in both 
areas.”
“There is now an ambi�ous 
curriculum in place right from 
the start of Nursery.”
“Teachers know how to teach 
well.”
“Teachers choose ac�vi�es and 
resources well, especially in 
subjects such as mathema�cs 
and English which results in 
high quality work.”

“All pupils, including those with special educa�on needs 
and disability, are able to access the curriculum 
effec�vely.”

A full copy of the report can be found on the Claygate 
Primary School website and on the Ofsted  website. The 
report is extremely posi�ve and reflects the excellent 
progress the school has made since the previous inspec�on 
in 2019. The school sends its hear�elt thanks to everyone 
in the community: “We would like to thank our staff, our 
parents and the wider Claygate community for the 
tremendous support they have given us to achieve this 
success. The children at Claygate Primary School remain at 
the heart of all we do. We strive to help them to recognise 
their talents and build on their strengths. 

“We will con�nue to work together to create caring, 
though�ul and passionate learners who are proud of 
themselves and the communi�es they live in. We welcome 
the support of the community with our endeavours The 
school will con�nue to be outward facing, seizing 
opportuni�es to ensure all children leave Claygate Primary 
School fully equipped for the next stage in their lives.”

Sandra Cunningham, Headteacher,
 Claygate Primary School 

SCHOOL DELIGHTED BY OFSTED RATING
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MUSIC CENTRAL TO LEARNING
A wealth of music and drama opportuni�es, which sees 
pupils going from playing hand bells through to 
composing their own original songs, is on offer at 
Claygate Primary School. Every pupil from Nursery (age 
three) to Year 6 (age 11) benefits from weekly lessons 
with a specialist music teacher, following a bespoke 
curriculum tailored to pupils’ needs.

Significant �me is spent learning a progression of 
instruments from hand bells and the 
djembe drum at younger years to 
recorder, saxophone, piano/keyboard 
and ukulele at Key Stage 2. All pupils 
learn to perform in ensembles, read 
and write staff nota�on, and acquire 
the building blocks of improvisa�on 
and composi�on: the school now has 
its own repertoire of original songs, many with lyrics 
and/or music composed by pupils. 

This is enhanced by pupils studying aspects of drama 
and musical theatre before showcasing them to parents 
and families. This is based on educa�onal research that 
provides evidence that performing arts nurture pupils’ 
academic success across the whole curriculum: all pupils 
collaborate on a variety of projects run by pres�gious 
musical ins�tu�ons, including the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra, English Na�onal Opera, Royal Shakespeare 

Company and the BBC, and take part in regular 
performances throughout their school career. 

And there are even more extra-curricular opportuni�es 
in the performing arts: our provision was recently 
judged Outstanding by Ofsted for pupils’ personal 
development. With senior and junior choirs, 
instrumental band, drumming and keyboard ensembles, 
a pop and dance group and three different drama clubs, 
all of which perform each term, there is bound to be an 
ac�vity to suit every budding young performer. The 

school addi�onally runs a media 
club for young journalists who 
record video bulle�ns on school 
events and present their own 
regular programme on local radio. 

The school's performers appear at 
local events, including the Claygate 

Village Show, Claygate Christmas Lights, Surrey Arts and 
Elmbridge School Choirs Fes�vals, Young Voices, and 
Voice in a Million, among others. And there is 
collabora�on with other local schools. Individual private 
tui�on is also available in a variety of instruments from 
specialist tutors, offering pupils the opportunity to 
obtain ABRSM and LAMDA qualifica�ons. 

Visit the school's website www.claygate.surrey.sch.uk, 
or follow on social media at @ClaygatePrimary (Twi�er) 
or contact the office to arrange a visit.

NEWS
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SHOW ORGANISERS 
ASK MORE PARENTS 
TO GET INVOLVED 
The date for this year's Claygate Flower and Village Show 
has been set for July 13 and the organisers are always 
looking for new volunteers and ideas – and would 
par�cularly like more people with younger children to be 
involved with prepara�ons and innova�ons. 

The Show on the Recrea�on Ground provides an 
opportunity for villagers of all ages to exhibit their skill with 
flowers, vegetables, fruit, baking, pain�ng, photography 
and a variety of handicra�s in the main exhibi�on tent. 

There is entertainment for everyone all a�ernoon, 
including the ever-popular classic car display, dog show, 
funfair, farm animals, children’s sports and tradi�onal 

games – and a variety of local a�rac�ons performing in the 
main arena. The “stalls village” offers a variety of products 
and informa�on – and refreshments are available across 
the site.

Tickets and programmes, as well as informa�on about how 
to exhibit, will be available in late spring or early summer 
on the Claygate Flower & Village Show page on Facebook. 
Prices will be unchanged in recogni�on of the difficult 
�mes, even though the show's costs have gone up and it 
made a loss last year. If you can offer help, please contact 
info@claygateflowershow.co.uk.
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A smart new website and high-profile events and ac�vi�es 
have kept members of Claygate Gardening Society busy – 
and increased the group's membership. Its work has 
included trips to great gardens, flower and produce shows, 
an innova�on for children, offers to the public via its 
Depot, and a tree-plan�ng ini�a�ve at Claygate Primary 
School.

The Society's stand at 
Claygate Flower and 
Village Show featured 
for the first �me a “Paint 
and Plant a Pot” ac�vity 
for children which was a 
great success. 
Sponsored by Woodlark 
Nurseries, Hersham, children could buy for £3 a real 
terraco�a flower pot to paint in their own designs and fill 
with a selec�on of bedding plants to take home. There 
were some very crea�ve designs. The Society hopes to 
repeat the event at the Flower Show this year with perhaps 
other a�rac�ons for the next genera�on of gardeners.

Volunteers from the Society are also involved in 
community projects at Claygate Primary School and The 
Hub Youth Centre. With volunteers' help, Claygate Primary 
School children planted 400 small trees around the school 
grounds, donated by The Woodland Trust as part of the 
na�onal “Net Zero 2050” project, and set up a small 
lunch�me gardening club. More volunteers are welcome to 
help out with a small group of enthusias�c Year 6 pupils.

• Society members enjoyed trips to wonderful gardens, 
including Glyndebourne, Highgrove, and the Savill and 
Valley Gardens at Windsor Great Park. And a full 
programme of talks in the winter months included 
“Growing and Caring for Orchids”, “Companion Plan�ng”, 
“Gardening in a Dry Climate” and, most recently, a talk on 
“Techniques of Propaga�on”. Trips in 2024 are likely to 
include Sissinghurst and Hidcote.

• The popular annual tomato plant sale took place in April 
with plants kindly donated by two members; and the 
annual barbecue, held with Claygate Allotment Holders 
Associa�on, was well a�ended, despite the wet weather. 
The Society's own Autumn Flower, Fruit and Vegetable 
Show a�racted a lot of entries and the RHS Banksian 
Medal was awarded for the first �me to the overall winner.

• The Depot in Vale Road is open for business on Saturday 
mornings between 11am and noon from Saturday March 2. 

Run by volunteers for the 
benefit of members of the 
Society and the Allotment 
Holders Associa�on, the 
Depot offers a wide range of 
stock at compe��ve prices. 
Annual membership of the 
Society is currently £5. Visit 
www.claygate-gardening.org
for details. 

Ken Kilmister, Chair,
Claygate Gardening Society

VOLUNTEERS INSPIRED TO LOOK 
AFTER THE COMMONS

The historic woodlands, ponds, meadows and heathland 
that surround Claygate do not look a�er themselves and 
par�es of volunteers have been working to clear paths to 
let in light and encourage biodiversity. 

Volunteer work on Claygate Common Local Nature 
Reserve, off Common Road, began with a wildlife walk 
around its 50 acres, led by Dave Page of Elmbridge 
Borough Council's Countryside Team last year. He pointed 
out to the 30 or so local people on the tour the wonderful 
variety of trees and wildlife and the improvement work 
that could be done by volunteers: holly and laurel, for 
example, make areas dark and overgrown. Over the past 
year volunteers have been figh�ng back. 

To the west of Claygate, the 100 acres of Arbrook 
Common was formerly open heathland and is now natural 
secondary woodland. Over the past three years 
volunteers have been selec�vely coppicing the invasive 
holly and laurel to reveal the wonderful views across the 
fields and up towards Claygate. 

The Elmbridge Countryside Team is responsible for 
maintaining these sites and habitats and is assisted every 
week by groups of volunteers, who can be seen out scrub 
cu�ng on the heath, or clearing ponds, controlling 
invasive species in the woods, plus pulling up Himalayan 
Balsam and many other conserva�on tasks.

If you fancy doing your bit to help improve Claygate’s 
wonderful surroundings, please email Susy Dixon Jones at 
sdixon-jones@elmbridge.gov.uk. All training and tools 
will be supplied and all are welcome.

GARDENERS’ YEAR OF INNOVATION
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DOGS POSE 
GREAT RISK
TO SHEEP 
Several incidents of sheep worrying 
have prompted police officers from 
the Elmbridge Safer Neighbourhood 
Team and from the Rural and Wildlife 
Crime Team to patrol around 
Claygate's Loseberry Farm.

Livestock worrying is a serious issue for any livestock 
owner – and also for the dogs involved. “Worrying” is 
much more than just a�acking livestock – it includes “being 

at large”, which could be off 
the lead in the same field or 
not under close control so 
that scared animals might 
panic and be injured or lose 
the young they are carrying 
– a par�cular concern at 
this �me of year with ewes 
in lamb.  

Losing livestock is very 
costly and upse�ng for 

owners who are opera�ng on fine margins. The majority of 
the incidents are avoidable and through some educa�on 
and good prac�ce these could be stopped by dog owners 
keeping their dogs on short leads in areas where livestock 
is present.

MAJOR WORKS EASE 
FLOODING PROBLEMS
The sec�on of bridleway under the railway 
bridge on Birchwood Lane – a popular route 
between the end of Coverts Road and 
Claremont Road – has o�en been seriously 
flooded and made impassable for long 
periods. 

The flooding was caused by rainwater pouring 
off nearby fields into the ditch at the side of 
the bridleway and collec�ng at the low point 
under the railway bridge. In the absence of a 
culvert to take the water to a soakaway, the 
water flooded across the bridleway, carrying 
silt and debris with it, which in turn blocked 
the soakaway. 

Since November 2019, the local Bri�sh Horse 
Society representa�ves, who are also local 
horse riders, and Claygate Parish Council have 
been pushing various par�es for a solu�on. 
Flood reports were commissioned by the 
landowner’s agents and in late 2021, French 
drainage pipes (perforated pipes) were 
installed under the surface, along with a new 
manhole chamber, and the soakaway was jet 
blasted to clear blockages.

In Autumn 2023 the drainage ditches were made deeper 
and were extended to connect directly to the French 
drainage pipework. Grate covers were also installed to 
prevent blockages of the drains. 

These works have helped to reduce both the frequency 
of the flooding and the �me it takes flood water to 
recede – days rather than weeks.

British Horse Society volunteer
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VILLAGE CLAY MADE BRICKS FOR 
FIREPLACES AROUND THE WORLD 

Claygate sits on a bed of clay up to 15 metres thick and 
bricks made from it have been widely used locally, in 
par�cular for the construc�on of Claygate Sta�on and the 
bridge over the railway at the end of Claremont Road. 

While it is not certain that Claygate bricks were used in 
the original construc�on of Hampton Court Palace, 
Claygate bricks have been used for repairs at the palace in 
more recent �mes.

From 1922, the en�re output of the Common Road 
Brickfield, the village’s oldest, bounded by Common Road 
and Stevens Lane, was given over to the manufacture of 
fireplaces. Claygate fireplaces were exported all over the 
world and if you have a brick fireplace in a house built 
between 1922 and the 1960s you can be almost certain it 
will have come from Claygate Fireplaces Ltd.

Picture printed with permission of Terry Gale, who 
chairs the Esher District Local History Society

FAMILY STORIES ON 
REMEMBRANCE 
SILHOUETTES
Silhoue�es of soldiers and nurses are placed around the 
village every autumn at remembrance �me and this year 
the Parish Council is invi�ng Claygate residents 
to submit their family stories to appear on the 
figures.

We are seeking photographs of a family 
member who par�cipated in either the First or 
Second World War, with a brief history of their 
service and connec�on to Claygate. These 
stories will be a�ached to the silhoue�es. 

If you would like to submit a story or learn 
more about the project, please email:
hadleigh.moon@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk

POPPY APPEAL
In the a�ermath of the First World War, four organisa�ons 
came together, forming what became the Royal Bri�sh 
Legion to fight the injus�ces faced by those returning a�er 
ac�ve service. While the Legion enjoyed royal patronage 
from its founda�on in 1921, it received its full "Royal" 

appella�on on May 29 1971, its golden anniversary. The 
King is now its patron. In 1981, membership was extended 
to serving members of Her Majesty's Forces, as well as to 
ex-service personnel. And today, anyone can become a 
member.

The Legion con�nues to respond to the changing needs of 
the armed forces community, providing  life-changing and 
some�mes life-saving support arising from the country’s 

involvement in all forms of armed conflict. Its 
work relies on the generous support of the 
public, with money raised principally during the 
annual two weeks of the Poppy Appeal in late 
October and early November, culmina�ng in 
the Remembrance Day ceremonies. 

Na�onally, the 2023 Poppy Appeal stands at 
£28m but is expected to rise; in Surrey the total 
collected so far is £878,000 and, again, 
expected to rise before the year’s account is 
closed in the spring. As usual, the village’s three 
schools made significant contribu�ons to 
Claygate’s total dona�on.

The Legion is always on the lookout for members and 
volunteers. Please see the Royal Bri�sh Legion website or 
contact Hugh Stephenson, the Claygate Parish Poppy 
Appeal Organiser, on 01372 464 217 or 07950 029 130 or 
by email: hughstephenson@b�nternet.com.
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EXPLORERS TRAVEL 
TO THE HIGHLANDS 
FOR ADVENTURE 
With no running water, electricity or WiFi, the Explorers 
from the 1st  Claygate Scout Group lived off-grid for 10 
days in a building on a remote camp site in the Sco�sh 
Highlands – a great learning experience.  

Meanwhile, the Scouts joined a European expedi�on to 
Kandersteg Interna�onal Scout Centre in the Swiss Alps last 
year. Celebra�ng its centenary, the centre is the only 
World Scout Centre. Claygate youngsters took part in 
ac�vi�es including white water ra�ing and tree-top 
climbing.

Scou�ng in Claygate has more than 300 members aged 
between six and 18. The Group has recently opened a 4th 
Beaver colony, enabling it to shorten its wai�ng list. This 
year, the Group plans to a�end camps in Oxfordshire, 

Yorkshire, and Morocco and will hold its annual plant sale 
on May 11, with the popular Beer Fes�val at the Scout 
Centre on August 30-31.

The 1st Claygate Scout and Guide Band is also gearing up 
to perform its annual spring concert at Holy Trinity Church 
on March 16. Last year, the band again performed at The 
Lord Mayor’s Show in London and was a key part of the 
Brockwood Cemetery remembrance service in November, 
as well as leading the village’s poignant remembrance 
parade and playing at many other successful village events. 

For informa�on on becoming involved, please visit: www.
claygatescouts.org/wai�ng_list.php

A BUSY WINTER FOR GUIDE GROUP

1st Claygate Rainbows (aged four to seven) have been bird 
watching and making fat balls to keep the birds well fed as 
part of their Snow Adventure Badge. They also donated 
some of their books and toys to a charity shop, which goes 
towards winning their Helper Badge.

1st Claygate Brownies (aged seven to 10) made winter 
dioramas and played curling and ice hockey in the 
Girlguiding Hall as part of the Brownies Snow Adventure 
Badge. And the group congratulated Charlo�e, who earned 
her Brownies Gold Award – a fantas�c achievement!

With bandages at the ready, 4th Claygate Brownies took 
their First Aid Badge and experimented with making things 

fly as part of their Avia�on Badge. They’ve recently 
completed a Welsh themed Languages Badge, learning 
songs, making Welsh Cakes, and decora�ng love spoons. 
The older girls in 1st Claygate and 3rd Claygate Guides 
(aged 10 to 14) have also been studying First Aid, and 
created mocktails, which they served to the Rangers. They 
also celebrated Chinese New Year, and baked “Anzac 
Cookies” for Australia Day.

Claygate Rangers (aged 14 to 18) joined the Brownies and 
Guides for ice ska�ng at Hampton Court and organised 
Santa’s Gro�o at the Claygate Christmas Lights event. 

Girls wishing to join Claygate Girlguiding can register by 
visi�ng the Girlguiding website www.girlguiding.org.uk
and clicking on the “Register a Child” bu�on. 

YOUTH HUB FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

Claygate Youth and Community Hub has announced its 
biggest fundraising campaign, aiming to raise £100,000 
through community and fundraising events, as well as  
spor�ng challenges that supporters can take part in. It is 
also looking for addi�onal community partnerships and 
volunteers to contribute to its ambi�ous plans.

Since its new launch in 2021, The Hub in Elm Road has 
grown and in the past six months of 2023 saw almost 
1,200 visits from more than 180 young people aged from 

11 to 19 to its evening sessions. A range of ac�vi�es are 
provided – all paid for by voluntary dona�ons. 

The Hub offers a welcoming space for young people to 
socialise, learn new skills, and find support when 
needed. Our services include Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday nights, as well as holiday clubs for 11 to 16-
year-olds. The hall and outside space are also available 
for community hire, with proceeds funding the Hub's 
work. For informa�on visit www.claygatehub.org.uk or 
contact Ka�e Holmes, Hub Manager and Youth Leader at 
ka�e.holmes@claygatehub.org.uk.   



TREES AND SOLAR 
PANELS CREATE A 
GREENER REC
Nine saplings have been planted on the Recrea�on Ground 
by members of the commi�ee that looks a�er and runs the 
village park. 

They put on wellies and picked up spades to plant five 
oaks, two flowering cherries and two alders gi�ed to the 
Claygate Recrea�on Ground Trust by Surrey County Council 
as part of its county-wide tree-plan�ng scheme, which 
aims to make the county carbon neutral by 2050 and 
involves plan�ng 1.2m trees – one for every ci�zen of the 
county – by 2030.

As stewards of the Rec, the CRGT commi�ee regards 
strengthening biodiversity as a key responsibility and 
hopes that these young trees soon take root and become 
enjoyable features for genera�ons to come.

While we were plan�ng the trees, many people walked 
past and confirmed how important it is to keep a balance 
on the Rec between areas to play and relax and habitats 
for wildlife. One more tree s�ll needs to go in the ground – 

a willow – which we plan to plant near the Church Road 
entrance where there is o�en standing water.

Another way we are helping the environment is through 
the recent installa�on of 48 solar panels on the pavilion 
roof, thanks to a grant we were able to access with the 
help of the cricket club. 

In less than four weeks we have already generated nearly 
300kWh of our own electricity, meaning we are less 
dependent on the grid, bringing down our electricity bills 
and saving valuable carbon emissions. The panels are 
supported by a 13.5kWh ba�ery which means we can store 
energy for when the sun doesn't shine.

OUTDOORS
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CRICKET CLUB ADDS 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
WOMEN

Claygate Cricket Club enjoyed a 
terrific 2023 season, achieving 
success on and off the field. 
The first team secured 
promo�on to Division Two of 
the Surrey County League, and 
this summer will play the likes 
of West End Esher, and 
Whiteley Village. The first of 18 league games begins on 
Saturday May 11 at home, with the season concluding on 
September 7. 

The Sunday Friendly team has 23 games arranged from 
mid-April onwards, with most being played on the 
Recrea�on Ground.

Pre-season training began in January at Claremont Fan 
Court School, with members using the nets. More than 
180 members of the club’s expanding colts teams, aged 

five to 16, have 
also been training 
this winter, with 
top quality 
coaching and 
guidance. 

Last year, a 
women’s so�ball 
side was set up for 
players 16 and over 
(pictured), with the 
team focusing on 

the social aspect and enjoyment of the game. No 
experience or equipment is necessary for those interested 
in joining, with free taster sessions at the Rec every Friday 
from 6pm, with drinks a�er training. The aim for this 
season is to grow the women’s side, with more games and 
hard-ball training. 

New players are always welcome. For further informa�on, 
visit www.claygatecricket.co.uk and follow the social 
media channels for regular updates: @claygatecricket. 



CLUB INVITES VILLAGERS 
TO GIVE BOWLS A TRY 
 Claygate's Lawn Bowls Club is looking for 
new adult members to boost numbers, with 
both beginners and experienced players 
very welcome.

The friendly club is based within the 
grounds of Wingham Court on Oaken Lane 
and is holding two open days in May, 
allowing anyone interested to look around, 
chat to members and have a go. The drop-
in sessions are on Wednesday May 8 
between 5.30pm and 8pm and Saturday  
May 11 between 2.30pm and 5.30pm.

During the week the club holds friendly 
“roll ups”, which are informal prac�ce sessions, as well 
as internal compe��ons and friendly matches against 
other local clubs.

There is no fee or special dress requirement – just 
comfortable clothing and so�, flat-soled footwear 

(trainers will suffice); the club will provide all the 
equipment and encouragement you need.

For informa�on, please email Claire and Dave at 
Claygatebowls@gmail.com or go to our website 
www.claygatebowls.bowlsclub.net

The runners in the annual Claygate 
five-mile run will be having 
microchips a�ached to their 
running shoes on the morning of 
Sunday July 7. Technology means 
that the 300 or so taking part will 
have their �me and finishing 
posi�ons calculated automa�cally 
as they cross the finishing line on 
the Recrea�on Ground. 

The run starts on the Rec at 
10.30am and is for runners of all 
abili�es. While some par�cipants 
are from running clubs and are 
compe�ng, most are local residents 
jogging for fun and the views: new 
entrants o�en say how a�rac�ve 
they found the countryside. 

A big appeal of the Claygate run is 
that the route is mostly off-road and in the countryside,  
par�cularly Claygate and Arbrook Commons: only the start 
and end of the race are on pavements. Spectators are 
encouraged to cheer on the par�cipants all around the 

course, and especially at the finish, where all can mingle.

Further details will be available shortly. Watch out for 
Facebook posts on the Claygate Country 5 Run page.

CLAYGATE RUN OFFERS HI-TECH TIMING
SPORT
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CLASSICAL CONCERTS 
ON THE DOORSTEP
Superb classical music is regularly 
featured in Holy Trinity Church – 
saving residents the cost and �me of 
a trip to London venues. And the 
next two events organised by the 
Oxsho� and Cobham Music Society 
which hosts all its concerts in 
Claygate, promise no let-up in quality.

On Saturday March 9, at 8pm, the English Chamber 
Orchestra ensemble, with violinist Ofer Falk (pictured), 
perform Mendelssohn's great Violin Concerto in E minor 
and String Octet in E-flat major. Doors open at 7.30, 
with �ckets available for £25, in advance or at the door. 

Then in April, the young Kleio Quartet, winners of the 
pres�gious Carl Nielsen Compe��on 2023, play Haydn's 
String Quartet Op 74 No.3 “The Rider”, String Quartet 
No.4 in C by Bartok, and two pieces from a Creole-
inspired string quartet by American composer Wynton 

Marsalis.  This concert begins at 8pm on Saturday April 
6, with doors open at 7.30pm. Tickets are £22.

Concessionary �cket prices are available for NHS staff, 
with a new discount for parents (or grandparents) 
bringing children. Children, students under 26 and 
Universal Credit recipients (with ID) and carers are 
admi�ed free. Box Office: janemuir72@gmail.com, 
07766 884991. See www.ocms-music.org.uk.

The Society starts its next season on September 28. New 
brochures should be available on the website  in late 
July or early August, and are also put in local libraries.

ARTS AND MUSIC
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Singing has been proved to benefit both physical and 
mental well-being – and it’s fun, especially when you sing 
with others in a local choir, such as Vocality in Claygate. It 
works to lower stress, as well as improving breathing and 
lung capacity and some studies suggest it can improve 
posture and even reduce snoring. Singing has also been 
linked to reducing symptoms of depression and soothing 
emo�onal pain, including grief.

Being part of a team can also give a sense of purpose and 
belonging, mo�va�ng people to be ac�ve. We o�en have 
people telling us at Vocality: “I really didn’t feel like coming 
out this evening, but I’m so glad I did.”

In his health podcast, “Just One Thing”, Dr Michael Mosley 
has found the same: “Studies suggest that bel�ng out a 
tune and singing in a choir can enhance your mood, your 
immune system, your blood pressure, and reduce chronic 
pain.” Studies by University College London’s Department 
of Psychobiology and Epidemiology have found that singing 
can reduce cor�sol levels and stress; some GPs are even 
prescribing singing for a range of condi�ons.  

In April 2022, Verywell Mind, a mental health and wellness 
pla�orm, also stated that music may be just as powerful as 
exercise in improving mental health. And a study published 

by the Royal Society in 2015, en�tled “The Ice-Breaker 
Effect: Singing Mediates Fast Social Bonding”, compared 
bonding between par�cipants in singing groups and other 
adult educa�on groups, such as cra�s or crea�ve wri�ng. 
By the seventh month, the groups of singers and non-
singers all felt connected, with comparable well-being, but 
singers bonded much faster within the first month. The 
researchers said: “This represents the first evidence for an 
‘ice-breaker effect’ of singing in promo�ng fast cohesion 
between unfamiliar individuals...We argue that singing may 
have evolved to quickly bond large human groups of 
rela�ve strangers.” 

We see this effect repeatedly at Vocality and our members 
talk of a great sense of well-being and achievement. Our 
singers learn songs by ear, led by fantas�c choir leader, 
Tom Chapman, and then we prac�se at home using tailor-
made tracks for each voice part. 

Vocality meets at Holy Trinity Church every Tuesday from 
8pm to 9.30pm during school term �me. We don’t audi�on 
and there is no need to read music. We welcome new 
members, and are especially keen to recruit more lower 
voices, so why not come and see how singing together 
makes you feel? Email catherine@vocalitysinging.co.uk or 
visit www.vocalitysinging.co.uk.  

SINGING TOGETHER GIVES HEALTH BOOST
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The Hound of the Baskervilles
Thursday April 18 – Saturday April 20, at 7.30pm

The Hound of the Baskervilles will be staged by Claygate 
Drama�c Society in April. Adapted from Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s original Sherlock Holmes story by Steven Canny 
and John Nicholson, this produc�on is described by The 
Telegraph as “A wonderfully barking spoof”. Expect all the 
usual characters – Holmes, Dr Watson and Sir Henry 
Baskerville – plus a host of suspicious characters. 

There is dark foreboding and plenty of laughs as Holmes 
and Watson try to uncover the mystery surrounding the 
legend of a gigan�c hound. Can they stop Sir Henry being 
a�acked? Will they fall prey to Dartmoor’s dreaded 
Grimpen Mire? And who is the mysterious stranger who 
appears uncannily out of the mist? 

For the answer to all these ques�ons and more, come 
along to Claygate Village Hall. The show runs from 
Thursday April 18 to Saturday 20 at 7.30pm, plus a ma�nee 
at 3.30pm on the Saturday. 

Tickets are £20, including a fish and chip supper provided 
by the Claygate Fish Inn, or £12 for the ma�nee (no meal). 
A vegetarian op�on is available. The bar opens from 
6.45pm for the evening performances. And the Box Office 
opens on Monday March 11. Email 
belitacharrington@hotmail.co.uk, phone 020-8398 8660 

or book via the drama�c society website: 
www.claygatedrama�csociety.co.uk

EXCITING NEWS FOR YOUNG PERFORMERS
Claygate Drama�c Society is re-introducing Juniors at 
Claygate (JACS). The idea is to give younger members aged 
eight to 15 the opportunity to stage their own produc�on. 
We will also cover all areas of theatre. The sessions are 
open to all, but if you are not already a member of CDS you 
will be asked to pay a £5 annual junior subscrip�on. 

The group will meet on Thursday evenings at Claygate 
Village Hall from 7pm-9pm, star�ng on May 2, with a 
performance on Saturday July 6 in the evening. Please 
contact Dawn Lacey at taptas�c69@hotmail.co.uk or on 
07394 601028. And spread the word!  

CHOIR PRESENTS ETHEREAL 
ECHOES OF HANDEL
The Baroque brilliance of Handel's music will 
transport the audience at the Claygate Choral 
Society's next concert in March. The ethereal 
echoes of “Sing unto God” will be 
complemented by the celes�al beauty of 
Schubert's Mass in C, which intertwines spiritual 
depth with the rich tapestry of the choir's voices.

The choir will also present Carl Nielsen's “Fynsk Forår” 
(Spring�me in Funen), which will be a deligh�ul contrast.

Under the skilful direc�on of conductor Tim Sandford 
(pictured), the choir and orchestra will present this full 
and exci�ng repertoire at Holy Trinity Church in Claygate 
on Saturday March 23 at 7.30 pm. The choir will be 
accompanied by an orchestra of accomplished musicians 
and professional soloists. Gareth Giles, the resident 

accompanist, will add his virtuosity on organ 
and piano.

The choir, a vibrant community of around 50 
local members, brings a diverse range of voices 
together for a compelling and resonant 
musical experience. Their dedica�on and 
passion promises to cap�vate the audience.

Claygate Choral Society is thrilled to have been 
invited to perform the same concert at the Danish Church 
in Regents Park on Sunday April 21. This underscores the 
choir's versa�lity and dedica�on to spreading the joy of 
music beyond local boundaries.

If you enjoy singing and would like to join a friendly choir, 
come along to Friday evening rehearsals at Holy Trinity 
Church Hall in Claygate. No audi�ons required! See the 
website for more details:
www.claygatechoralsociety.co.uk

SUSPICIOUS CHARACTERS EVERYWHERE



PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday March 28, 7.30pm
Treetops Pavilion

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday March 28, 8.30pm
Treetops Pavilion

VILLAGE MEETING
Thursday April 11, 7.30pm
Claygate Primary School

ENVIRONMENT, HIGHWAYS AND 
TRANSPORT COMMITTEE
Thursday April 18, 7.30pm
Treetops Pavilion

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday April 25, 7.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday April 25, 8.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING
Thursday May 16, 7.30pm
Village Hall

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday May 23, 7.30pm
Village Hall

ENVIRONMENT, HIGHWAYS AND 
TRANSPORT COMMITTEE
Thursday June 6, 7.30pm
Village Hall 

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday June 20, 7.30pm
Village Hall

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday June 20, 8.30pm
Village Hall

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday July 18, 7.30pm
Village Hall

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday July 18, 8.30pm
Village Hall

ENVIRONMENT, HIGHWAYS AND 
TRANSPORT COMMITTEE
Thursday August 1, 7.30pm
Village Hall
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGSCLAYGATE PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS AND 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2024

PARISH COUNCILLORS
DONNA HOLT
Council chair and ex officio member of all committees

HADLEIGH MOON
Council vice chair; chair of Environment, Highways and 
Transport Committee; member of Staffing Committee

GEOFF HERBERT
Chair of Planning Committee

GIL BRAY 
Vice chair of Planning, and Environment, Highways and 
Transport Committees; member of Highways, Transport and 
Environment Committee; member of Staffing Committee

TIM FREEBORN
Member of Environment, Highways and Transport 
Committee

MICHAEL COLLON
Chair of the Staffing Committee; member of Planning 
Committee

NON-VOTING ADVISERS

PLANNING COMMITTEE

JONATHAN STOKES, ANTHONY SHEPPARD, NOEL 
CARRUTHERS

ENVIRONMENT, HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE

CAROLINE STEVENSON, MARK TYMIENIECKI
JONATHAN STOKES

TREE WARDENS: VANESSA RELLEEN, GARETH JONES,
JOHN OVENDEN

ASSISTANT TO THE CHAIR
DAWN LACEY

Email: clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk
or call 07741-848719.
This is a part-time role and messages will be answered as 
quickly as possible

Please check the Parish Council’s website and the community 
notice boards outside the Village Hall and next to Torrington Close 
for agendas and confirmation of dates, times and venues, which can 
be subject to change. This information is available, at the latest, 
three working days prior to each meeting.

Anyone wishing to speak at a meeting should let the Parish Clerk 
know in advance. Please also see our Facebook page.


