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Management Summary 
 
This report sets out the result of our review of the Claygate Parish Council accounts 
for the financial year ended 31 March 2023. 
 
The audit was carried out in accordance with the agreed terms of engagement and 
was undertaken in order to fulfil the Parish Council’s requirement to  
ensure it has a sound system of internal control (Regulation 3 - Accounts and Audit 
Regulations 2015). 
 
The audit was undertaken on the basis of an assessment of risk and included a 
selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and controls in 
operation and, where necessary, obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.  
 
The scope covered relevant procedures and controls in key control areas: 
 

• Financial stewardship 

• Accountability 

• Financial Regulations and Standing Orders 

• Other financial matters 
 
The Internal Audit review was satisfactory and the financial records of Claygate 
Parish Council for 2022/23 were found to be in very good order and well 
maintained.  
 
Internal Audit has liaised throughout the review with the Clerk and Responsible 
Financial Officer, who is responsible for preparing the Parish Council accounts. 
 
All records required for the Internal Audit review were readily available and provided 
promptly to Internal Audit throughout this time by the Clerk and Responsible 
Financial Officer. 
 
No issues or matters of concern arose from the Internal Audit review and controls 
are satisfactory in the key control areas. No management actions are raised in this 
report. 
 
 

Assurance Opinion (see Appendix 1 – Definitions) 

 
The following level of assurance has been given in respect of the Claygate Parish 
Council Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2023: 

 
 

 

Substantial 

A sound system of governance, risk management and control 
exists, with internal controls operating effectively and being 
consistently applied to support the achievement of objectives 
in the area audited.   
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Appendix 1   
 
 
Audit Opinions and Definitions 

 

Opinion Definition 

Substantial 

Assurance 

A sound system of governance, risk management and control exists, 

with internal controls operating effectively and being consistently 

applied to support the achievement of objectives in the area audited.  

Reasonable 

Assurance 

There is a generally sound system of governance, risk management 

and control in place. Some issues, non-compliance or scope for 

improvement were identified which may put at risk the achievement 

of objectives in the area audited.  

Limited 

Assurance 

Significant gaps, weaknesses or non-compliance were identified. 

Improvement is required to the system of governance, risk 

management and control to effectively manage risks to the 

achievement of objectives in the area audited.  

No 

Assurance 

Immediate action is required to address fundamental gaps, weaknesses 

or non-compliance identified. The system of governance, risk 

management and control is inadequate to effectively manage risks to 

the achievement of objectives in the area audited. 

 


