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HUGE RISE IN 
TARGET FOR  
HOUSEBUILDING      
The government has increased Elmbridge’s housebuilding target by 139 per 
cent – a huge rise on top of a figure that was already considered unachievable 
without encroachment on the Green Belt.

The revised Na�onal Planning Policy Framework, published in December, 
imposes dras�cally increased housing targets for the vast majority of planning 
authori�es outside London. It contains a “presump�on in favour of 
sustainable development”, although a variety of protec�ons are included for 
the Green Belt, various types of conserva�on area, and other land.

These designa�ons become especially relevant if a local authority cannot 
demonstrate a five-year supply of land for housing and/or does not have a 
valid Local Plan in place. Elmbridge’s current Local Plan expires in 2026, and a 
new Dra� Local Plan is unlikely to be in place before 2028, the version 
previously submi�ed having been found to be “unsound” by the Planning 
Inspector. This is likely to make it increasingly difficult for Elmbridge to refuse

Continued on Page 5

Sections of the replacement footbridge at Claygate Station are 
lowered into place. News and pictures, Page 3
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MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
CHAIR 
Donna Holt, who chairs 
Claygate Parish Council, 
highlights the level of rapid 
and drastic changes with 
which councillors are 
having to wrestle  
The past few months have been 
even�ul, with the new government’s policies becoming 
apparent, par�cularly regarding devolu�on and housing, 
plus the adop�on by the Parish Council of the Claygate: 
The Way Forward ini�a�ve. These have shaped how we 
will func�on in the future.

Amid these developments, however, we have con�nued 
with our regular ac�vi�es. The Council has been 
par�cipa�ng in village events, maintaining our regular 
communica�on with the village via no�ceboards, 
website, social media, and the Courier. We are 
organising a Flower Show stall, two Li�er Picks a year, 
arranging the Remembrance Day Parade, hos�ng Green 
Elmbridge, holding quarterly mee�ngs with Elmbridge 
Borough Council and on an ad hoc basis for Claygate 
The Way Forward, running the Village Mee�ng and 
par�cipa�ng in the upcoming Claygate Village 
Associa�on’s Get Involved Day, from which we will run 
our bi-annual Li�er Pick from the car park on April 26.

We have reviewed more than 100 planning applica�ons 
over the year and are dealing with the impact on 
Claygate of the rejec�on of the dra� Local Plan by the 
Planning Inspectorate, as explained by Councillor 
Anthony Sheppard in his front page ar�cle. 

The Environment, Highways and Transport Commi�ee 
has been addressing various issues raised by residents, 
such as removing dead trees on the Meadow Road 
traffic island, reviewing mobility and accessibility 
concerns within the village, addressing street 
appearance issues due to weeds, organising a new 
bench for The Parade, and considering the 
environmental impact of on-street parking, among 
many others. See Page 6 for details on this commi�ee’s 
work.

I have been discussing secondary school admissions 
policies for Claygate children with the leader of the 
Hinchley Wood School Trust and Sandra Cunningham, 
Head at Claygate Primary School. And I have made 
representa�ons from the whole Parish Council on 
behalf of the Claygate community on this issue.

The council has also been par�cipa�ng in Elmbridge 
Borough Council’s review of community centres, which 
seeks the views of local residents. The Parish Council is 
well placed to contribute, as Councillor Jenny French is 
our expert on this topic, thanks to the important work 

she has carried out establishing Lower 
Green Community Centre in Esher. (See 
Wellbeing ar�cle, Page 9)

Claygate: The Way Forward con�nues to 
shape our thinking, of course, and over 
the past six months, we have been 
collabora�ng with Elmbridge to develop 
a vision and an implementa�on plan 
based on the village survey and report 
recommenda�ons. These documents 
are now dra�ed and will be published 
by Elmbridge for consulta�on in April. 
Notably, our recommenda�on for 30 
minutes of free parking in the two main 
village car parks has already been 
implemented. (See Page 7)

Regarding the future of Torrington 
Lodge car park, Elmbridge says it will consult on various 
mixed-use scenarios and the Parish Council will 
collaborate closely as this proceeds.

While the Parish Council does not engage in party 
poli�cs, we must address the impact of recent 
legisla�on and policy, par�cularly concerning building 
and devolu�on. On housing policy, Claygate Parish 
Council maintains its posi�on against development on 
Claygate’s Green Belt. The government's revised 
Na�onal Planning Policy Framework and increased 
housing targets for most local authori�es outside 
London will add pressure for denser development and 
encroachment on the Green Belt. The Parish Council will 
monitor developments closely and resist any a�empts 
to build on Claygate’s Green Belt. (See Page 1)

Under the government’s devolu�on plan, the transi�on 
to a single unitary body covering our area is set to be in 
place by May 2027. The Parish Council is working with 
Surrey County Council and Elmbridge Borough Council 
to ensure that Claygate's voice is heard during this 
transi�on. The role of parish councils is expected to 
con�nue. Claygate has the only parish council in 
Elmbridge, leaving us be�er placed to ensure that we 
are represented effec�vely, despite these changes.

The Annual Village Mee�ng takes place at 7.30pm on 
March 20 in the Village Hall and all are welcome. 
Graham Dear from the Grace Dear Trust will speak on 
Youth Mental Health and Social Media Impacts. His talk 
is suitable for ages 11 and up and young people are 
welcome to a�end.

There will also be a panel discussion on Devolu�on with 
Councillor Tim Oliver, Surrey County Council leader; 
Councillor Mike Rollings, Elmbridge Borough Council 
leader; and Chris Howard, Deputy Lord Lieutenant of 
Surrey and Chair of the Surrey Associa�on of Local 
Councils. A half-hour public Q&A session will be held on 
these topics, followed by a 30-minute session for 
general ques�ons on village issues.

Finally, on behalf of the Parish Council, I would like to 
thank you, the residents of Claygate, for elec�ng us as 
your unpaid representa�ves. We look forward to 
addressing the above challenges and con�nuing our 
work this year.
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NEW FOOTBRIDGE 
LIFTED INTO PLACE
A spectacular opera�on to lower the replacement 
railway footbridge into posi�on at Claygate sta�on 
took place in January, using a giant crane. Work then 
followed in February to secure and make the bridge 
ready for opening. 

The original bridge was closed two years ago a�er 
being found to be dangerously corroded. For a short 
�me, villagers had to cope without a bridge before 
the temporary structure was put in place.

Network Rail says it took 10 weeks to build the new 
footbridge: “It’s lighter than the old one, as we used 
modern materials such as glass reinforced plas�c for 
the treads and decking. It’s been designed to 
replicate the look of the original footbridge.” It 
weighs about 10 tonnes and because of the li�ing 
radius required to swing the new bridge into place, 
engineers used a 300-tonne crane, requiring The 
Parade to be closed. 

Further pain�ng and ligh�ng work is s�ll needed to 
finish the footbridge even a�er opening, as weather 
hampered comple�on of the final touches.

STATION REACHES 
GRAND OLD AGE
The work coincided with 
Claygate Sta�on reaching 140 
years of age. It was built in 
1885 and a goods yard, now 
the car park, helped it bring in 
supplies for Claygate's farms 
and brickworks, and boosted 
transport of its produce.

Seeing double: the tracks at Claygate station spanned by two footbridges 



A LITTLE GOES A 
LONG WAY IN  
VILLAGE FUNDING 
The modest annual levy of about £16 per household 
enables Claygate Parish Council to support village 
improvements, such as maintenance of prime highway 
garden sites, and ensures Claygate is part of the local 
government system.

The Parish Council Precept rises by just 2 per cent this 
year, which means that from April a Band D equivalent 
property will pay £16.17 a year. This follows a significant 
rise in the precept of 12 per cent in 2024, which was 
needed to make up for no rises in the previous eight 
years. All the money 
collected for the Parish 
Precept is spent in 
Claygate, by Claygate 
residents, for Claygate 
residents. 

The precept is an annual 
levy raised on all council 
taxpayers and based on the 
value of their property and 
their means. It is separate 
from the council tax which 
goes to Surrey County 
Council and Elmbridge 
Borough Council, and the 
levy raised by Surrey 
Police. 

HOW WILL THIS MONEY BE SPENT?
For 2025/26, the Parish Council budget is £61,305 (funded 
solely via the precept, with no release from reserves as 
happened last year). This is £4,099 lower than 2024/25 – 
and has been allocated as follows: 
• £32,949 covers the running of the Parish Council, 
including the Clerk’s salary, councillor training, and 
insurance. 
• A full contribu�on to council reserves in 2024 to fund 
the Parish Council elec�ons in May 2027, due to good cost 
control last year. 
• £9,586 to Environment, Highways and Transporta�on. 
This covers addi�onal maintenance of six prime Village 
Highway Garden Sites over and above 
those that Surrey County Council 
provides for, including The Firs Verge, The 
Green and the Foley Road Triangle, as 
well as summer and winter hanging 
baskets (pictured right) and trough 
displays. 
• £8,367 to Grants and Public Projects, 
which is £3,063 more than last year and 
supports a stance taken by the Parish 
Council to contribute as much as possible 
directly to the local community.
• £2,000 on a Shops and Businesses 
Survey to understand the views and 
needs of local shop owners following the 

Claygate: The Way Forward ini�a�ve and also a number of 
recent representa�ons by local businesses to the Parish 
Council.  (See Page 8)
• £5,103 on communica�ons, which is an £897 reduc�on 
and includes the two Courier Newsle�er publica�ons and 
Parish Council website improvements. 
• £3,300 on Planning, which is a rise of £1,300 and 
recognises the unique challenges in the current planning 
environment due to changes in government policy. This 
money allows councillors to access consultants (if 
required) to support Green Belt protec�on efforts. 

AWARDS TO COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
The Parish Council can support local projects that benefit 
the village by either awarding grants from its budget, or 
via the Community Infrastructure Levy, which Elmbridge 
Borough Council, as the local planning authority, is able to 
charge on specific new building development. Fi�een per 
cent of this levy is paid to the Parish Council by Elmbridge 

for developments in the 
infrastructure of the 
village that meet the 
requirements. This money 
can be spent on projects 
that benefit the village but 
that would not normally 
be covered by the precept 
or other funding sources.

This year, the Parish 
Council has made grants to 
support the following 
community projects: 

• £10,679 to the Claygate 
Village Hall Associa�on 

towards new curtains and chairs for the Village Hall. (See 
Page 11)
• £480 to Claygate Village Associa�on towards the cost of 
the stage at the Christmas lights event on The Parade.
• £480 to the Claygate Village Associa�on towards the 
cost of the Christmas tree on The Green.
• £16,050 to Claygate Primary School towards drainage for 
reinstatement of its playing field (pictured above).
• £6,000 to the Claygate Youth Hub towards the cost of a 
new quiet space.
• £187 to the CVA towards the cost of the Get Involved 
Day. (see Page 12)
• £9,800 has been allocated to the Holy Trinity Church 
Way Maker project.
• Unfortunately, it has not been possible to pay the 
£50,000 CIL funding allocated to The Winning Horse 

project due to the government closing 
the Community Ownership Fund. The 
Winning Horse pub project team is now 
seeking new funding. (See Page 5)

Any local group or organisa�on 
planning a project to benefit the local 
community might be eligible for a 
Parish Council grant or Community 
Infrastructure Levy support. Please visit 
the council’s website 
claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk or contact 
the Parish Clerk at 
clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk to 
find out more.

NEWS  
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WINNING HORSE 
PROJECT IS YET TO 
LEAVE THE STABLE
The project to buy the closed Winning Horse pub and turn 
it into a community hub remains firmly in the stable – the 
Claygate Community Benefit Company (CCBS), set up to 
pursue the plan, sadly reports that it has hardly moved in 
the past few months.

The group had hoped to apply to the Community 
Ownership Fund for help in purchasing the building, which 
remains on the market at an asking price of £595,000 plus 
VAT – but the government recently closed this fund.

Although a considerable setback, the CCBS team has not 
given up and has been pursuing other funding: it is 
preparing a bid to the Na�onal Lo�ery’s Reaching 
Communi�es Fund, as well as looking at raising funds 
through a Community Share issue and fundraising events.

The team is also working its way through the list of people 
who offered their services last year. Anyone who has yet 
to hear from the team and would like to be involved at 
this stage, please email claygatecbs@gmail.com.

It is too soon for offers of help with the refurbishment, 
but CCBS would like to hear from anyone with 
professional exper�se, and �me, to help with finance, 
project management, property acquisi�on, etc. 

Scan the QR code to join our 
mailing list for further news and 
updates. 

CCBS Management Team
Geoff Eden, Jenny French, Donna 
Holt, Leo Tye, Pam Jarvis, Andy 
Maddocks, Mary Marshall, Mark 
Sugden

HOMES TARGET PRESSURE 
Continued from Page 1

applica�ons for developments which sa�sfy the 
generalised requirements of the Na�onal Planning Policy 
Framework. 

Claygate Parish Council will, of course, con�nue to oppose 
any development on the Green Belt around the village.

But the planning turbulence does not end there. A�er 
Elmbridge’s Dra� Local Plan was found “unsound” and 
requiring extensive revisions, the Parish Council learned 
that the government will not permit extensions to the 
standard six-month period for revising Dra� Local Plans 
a�er an Examina�on in Public. The Elmbridge Planning 

Department has therefore recommended that the exis�ng 
Dra� Plan be withdrawn and rewri�en.

To make the process even more complicated, the 
�metable for the rewri�ng of the Elmbridge Local Plan 
overlaps with the accelerated �metable for the planned 
reorganisa�on of local government in Surrey. Elmbridge’s 
new Local Plan �metable calls for it to be ready for 
Examina�on in Public by May 2028. 

But in May 2027, the government’s proposed new unitary 
authority in Surrey will, in principle, take over the 
planning func�on, as Surrey’s borough and district 
councils disappear. It is not known how this transi�on will 
be managed or what effect the reorganisa�on of Surrey 
may have on the �metable for a new Local Plan.

Anthony Sheppard, Planning Committee Chairman

FOUR BURGLARY SUSPECTS    
REMANDED IN CUSTODY
Following an inves�ga�on into a series of burglaries 
that occurred in Claygate in late December, the North 
Surrey Proac�ve Inves�ga�on Team iden�fied and 
arrested four males suspected of being involved in 
these and a number of other offences. 

Stolen property from the burglaries was recovered and 
returned to its owners. The four males have been 

charged with Conspiracy to Commit Burglary for 13 
offences. They were remanded in custody ahead of a 
court appearance later this year. Thank you to 
everyone who assisted in the inves�ga�on and 
provided witness accounts and CCTV. This evidence 
was very valuable.

Anyone seeing anything suspicious should report it to 
Surrey police. CCTV/video footage can be reported to 
the online suspicious ac�vity portal at www.surrey.
police.uk/police-forces/surrey-police/areas/
campaigns/suspicious-ac�vity-portal/

NEWS FROM CLAYGATE
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RANGERS MEAN 
STREETS SHOULD 
STAY SMARTER  
The streets of Claygate are almost free of weeds and 
looking much smarter than they were a few months ago. 
The Environment, Highways and Transport Commi�ee had 
raised the unkempt appearance of the village’s roads with 
Surrey County Council through the la�er half of last year 
and received the explana�on that Claygate had “fallen out” 
of Surrey’s weed-spraying roster early in the season, and 
was therefore a�ended to later than planned. 

With this issue successfully resolved, it is hoped future 
problems will be avoided by Surrey’s forma�on of a group 
called “Roadside Rangers” who, on the recommenda�on of 
a Surrey County Councillor, will undertake roadside 
restora�on. Residents who are aware of any stretch of road 
needing a�en�on can contact the Parish Clerk, or County 
Councillor Mark Sugden at Mark.Sugden@surreycc.gov.uk

TRAVEL AND ROAD SAFETY
More than 290 zones have been iden�fied throughout 
Surrey for the possible introduc�on of 20mph speed limits 
as well as other proposals to promote ac�ve travel and 
improve road safety. One zone covers all of Claygate, except 
for land to the west of the railway line and the Ruxley 
estate, making it poten�ally eligible for a largely 
government-funded Local Street Improvements project. 

But because government funding for these projects is 
linked closely to the imposi�on of 20mph limits, and 
because a significant majority of those who responded to 
last year’s Residents’ Survey was not in favour of a blanket 
20mph limit across Claygate, the Parish Council will not be 
pushing to take part and will instead seek other ways to 
improve travel and safety in Claygate.

This decision was taken following a mee�ng held by Surrey 
County Council’s Local Street Improvements Project Team 
last month and a�ended by three Parish Councillors and 
one member of the Parish Council’s Transport and Parking 
Advisory Commi�ee. The Parish Council decided to work 
with Elmbridge Borough Council in seeking opportuni�es 
for pu�ng in place the street and road safety 
improvements recommended in the Claygate: 
The Way Forward report.

OTHER ISSUES
Dropping the kerb on the south-west corner 
of The Parade: The kerb (pictured above) at 
the end of the pavement in the Parade 
nearest the sta�on is almost double the height 
of most kerbs, and a severe obstacle to 
wheelchair users and those with wheeled 
luggage or unsteady on their feet. It has taken 
some �me, but the Commi�ee has iden�fied 
that, strangely, South Western Railway owns 
the parcel of land. Parish Councillors have 
begun discussions in the hope of finding a 
remedy. Also being debated are the issues of 

illegal parking around the entrance to the sta�on, and 
signage to the sta�on car park.

Tree Surgery on Meadow Road Island: The Environment, 
Highways and Transport Commi�ee worked with a local 
resident to execute, and pay for, necessary tree surgery 
work on the island.

A Community Garden for Claygate: The Commi�ee’s 
approaches to The Crown Estate about two plots of land 
on Coverts Road were not frui�ul. Instead, the idea of a 
community garden is being pursued with BT, the 
leaseholder of the Exchange site in Hare Lane. 

New bench in The Parade: Work on this is progressing. A 
favoured loca�on is outside the pharmacy.

Removing the “Bubble Gum” signs on The Parade: The 
Commi�ee was approached by a number of residents 
a�er the pavements in The Parade were cleared of 
bubble gum, asking why a number of brightly coloured 
signs had appeared. It was a condi�on of the funding for 
the gum clearance that the warning signs remain in 
place for six months a�er the work was finished. We 
shall be asking for them to be removed in May.

Developing an Ac�on Plan: Councillors have been 
working with Elmbridge Borough Council to develop 
Ac�on Plans for the two advisory commi�ees, formed as 
part of the Claygate: The Way Forward project, that now 
assist the Environment, Highways and Transport 
Commi�ee. We will publish these as soon as possible. 
The work of the two advisory commi�ees is covered in 
separate ar�cles on Page 7.

Church Road Crossing: Work on this is progressing and 
funding is in place.

“Fix My Street” app: The Commi�ee recommends this 
new mobile phone app, recently adopted 
by Surrey County Council to enable 
residents to report almost any defect on 
local streets. The Parish Council believes 
this is a very effec�ve tool and encourages 
residents to use it, especially in repor�ng 
of potholes, defec�ve road markings, white 
lines, etc. Visit tellus.surreycc.gov.uk

Overhanging Trees and Shrubs: Residents 
are reminded of the needs of others for 
access to the full width of pavements and 
to cut back hedges and shrubs where they 
cause obstruc�on or hindrance to fellow 
villagers. Residents can report such issues 
to Surrey County Council, using its website 
or the “Fix My Street” app. 



ENVIRONMENTALISTS BRING 
GREAT IDEAS TO CLAYGATE 
The first surprise of the Environment and Sustainability 
Advisory Commi�ee was to discover how many 
important ac�vi�es are already taking place in Claygate 
and realising that one of its roles would be to increase 
awareness of what is going on. It has also learned how 
all these groups always need more volunteers

The group advises Claygate Parish Council’s 
Environment, Highways and Transport Commi�ee, 
having been formed as part of the Claygate: The Way 
Forward programme. It also discovered that across 
Surrey and elsewhere many innova�ve projects had 
been set up to protect, improve and enhance the 
environment. A few had been running for several years.

Then, in December, Surrey County Council issued a 
guidance document, “Crea�ng Climate and Nature 
Ac�on Plans For Parishes”, which brought together all 
these ideas that could guide our efforts in Claygate.

One very promising plan is to set up a Claygate 
Community Energy Scheme. There are dozens of such 

schemes elsewhere, but none in Surrey. It would have 
two goals: to help villagers in Claygate reduce their 
home energy use by offering, for example, advice on 
improving home insula�on etc; and to create a system 
of solar panels on large public buildings in Claygate to 
create a mini electrical grid. Money made from selling 
this power could be used to support other 
environmental ini�a�ves. 

The Surrey Ac�on Plan also suggests many other ideas, 
such as bicycle repair cafes. This one has been taken up 
enthusias�cally by The Hub youth organisa�on in 
Claygate. (See Page 19)

Surrey also lists general repair cafes, installing electric 
vehicle charging points, electric vehicle car sharing, 
encouraging more cycling, protec�ng wildflower verges, 
tree plan�ng, encouraging greater use of charity shops, 
and a community fridge that recycles surplus food from 
supermarkets and restaurants that is not needed by 
food banks.

The Environmentalists Group will con�nue to seek out 
the most successful environmental ini�a�ves from 
other towns and villages – and see if Claygate can do 
even be�er.

NEWS FROM CLAYGATE
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HOPES HIGH THAT 
DIRT PATH WILL    
BE UPGRADED 
The Transport and Parking Advisory Commi�ee has taken 
on a number of projects. It was formed as part of the 
Claygate: The Way Forward ini�a�ve and is now an 
advising Claygate Parish Council’s Environment, Highways 
and Transport Commi�ee. It is a volunteer body that is 
drawing on the findings of the village-wide survey to 
improve transport and parking in Claygate. 

These are some of its projects:

Paths/Pavements/Footways: One member has been 
working hard with Elmbridge Borough Council to 
redevelop the pathway across Hare Lane Green (pictured, 
right), opposite The Swan on Hare Lane. While this is 
outside Claygate and sits in Esher ward, upgrading the 
exis�ng dirt path to its original pathway improves access 
to the village from the Li�leworth Common/Esher railway 
sta�on direc�on. We hope to have some progress later 
this year when the weather improves. 

Some pavements and paths in the village are not in a 
great condi�on, with uneven surfaces, cracks and tree 
roots common. The group plans to undertake a survey of 
pavements and pathways to see where work is needed 
and, with the Parish Council’s support, liaise with Surrey 
County Council and Elmbridge Borough Council to make 
improvements.

Road Safety: The group has been working with residents 
of Red Lane and Surrey County Councillor Mark Sugden to 
introduce Vehicle Ac�vated Signs – road signs triggered by 

the speed of a vehicle – as part of efforts to address 
excessive speed on this road.

Parking and Car Parks: Working alongside the Shops and 
Businesses Advisory Commi�ee and Elmbridge Borough 
Council, the transport group has helped to secure 30 
minutes of free parking in both Torrington Lodge and Hare 
Lane car parks. It is also lobbying Elmbridge to improve 
the signage for the village car parks, to encourage use and 
increase awareness of the free parking period. These 
improvements should help to alleviate conges�on on The 
Parade and reduce the level of illegal parking on double 
yellow lines on Hare Lane near the Co-op.

The group is also working with the Parish Council in 
discussions with South Western Railway over improving 
signage at the sta�on car park, and addressing some of 
the issues with parking at the sta�on end of The Parade.

All ideas and contribu�ons are welcome and the group is 
keen to hear from those wishing to be involved. Please get 
in touch with the Advisory Commi�ee via the Parish Clerk 
at clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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Shops and businesses are at the heart of a thriving village 
and Claygate’s Shops and Businesses Advisory Commi�ee, 
working with the Parish Council, is busy building local 
support by conduc�ng surveys and learning how other 
villages and towns nurture their businesses.

Under the banner Claygate: The Way Forward and 
advising the Parish Council, the group aims to help shops 
and businesses by increasing foo�all and fostering 
collabora�on. As part of this ini�a�ve, it is launching a 
survey of Claygate's shop and business owners to gain 
insights into their experiences, challenges and ideas.

The group has looked at successful approaches elsewhere, 
which has informed the ques�ons it is asking – focusing 
mainly on how we can enhance the local shopping 

experience, promote Claygate businesses more effec�vely, 
and explore ideas. One recent recommenda�on from the 
Residents’ Survey that has already borne fruit is the 
introduc�on from April of 30 minutes of free parking in 
car parks run by Elmbridge Borough Council. 

Feedback from the survey will be put in a report to the 
Parish Council and serve as a founda�on for ini�a�ves. 
Later in the year, the group will share the survey findings 
at an event hosted by the Parish Council.

The group encourages all shop or business owners with 
premises in the village to take part in the survey and help 
shape the future of Claygate. For everyone else, each 
purchase made locally helps to sustain the heart of 
Claygate’s community.

SURVEY WILL SHAPE FUTURE FOR SHOPS 

POPULAR STREET MARKET 
RETURNS ON MOTHERS’ DAY  
The street markets in The Parade have proved so 
popular that another is being held on March 30, from 
11am-3pm. Ruth Westlake and Milda Rakauskaite 
(pictured) are the joint ins�gators of the markets and 
they are invi�ng everyone to visit the growing range of 
stalls selling a choice of foods, cra�s and more at the 
Claygate market on Mothers’ Day.

Milda also runs Ecocentric Us, the refill shop in The 
Parade. It has proved so successful it has outgrown its 
�ny space and is moving next door into the larger 

premises recently vacated by Elliot Barbers. A�er 22 
years cu�ng hair in Claygate, Howard Elliot has hung 
up his scissors and re�red – and will be greatly missed 
by his many customers. With Ecocentric Us established 
in the former barber’s shop, its original premises are 
becoming a delicatessen selling local produce and 
items for refillable containers. 

Also leaving The Parade are Roger and Chris�ne 
Rushton, who have run the shoe repair and luggage 
shop in The Parade for half a century. Their shop, with 
its large selec�on of bags and cases and buzzing repair 
workshop at the rear, has become a landmark. These  
well-known village characters will also be greatly 
missed.



‘SMALLER HOMES 
WOULD CREATE 
BETTER BALANCE’ 
Many residents spoke passionately about the need for a 
be�er balance of housing in Claygate at the public 
mee�ngs held in the village as the Claygate: The Way 
Forward project was being formed. The prevailing view 
was that there were too many large houses and not 
enough smaller units suitable for young members of the 
community and for older residents wan�ng to downsize 
within Claygate.  

Research from several sources supported this sen�ment – 
Claygate has a significantly higher propor�on than the 
na�onal average of houses with four bedrooms or more. 
The last na�onal census in 2021 iden�fied that more than 
55 per cent of the housing in Claygate has four bedrooms 
or more and the village has half the na�onal average 
number of inhabitants between the ages of 22 and 44.

The New Development and Housing Advisory Commi�ee 
is now examining these issues. It was one of the groups 
formed as part of the Claygate: The Way Forward project 
and is now opera�ng within the Parish Council. The group 
a�racted a variety of members, including an architect, 
two surveyors, an accountant, lawyer and several others 
with an interest in Claygate’s housing stock and the 
changes perceived to be necessary. 

The Housing Group therefore aims to support a be�er 
balance of small to medium-sized houses. Mee�ngs have 
been held with Elmbridge Borough Council officials who 
have pointed out that its planning department can only 
decide on planning submissions submi�ed to it. The 
Housing Group therefore sees a role in pressing Elmbridge 
to enforce government requirements for the correct 

propor�on of affordable housing in any larger applica�ons 
made locally.

The group has also had to consider the impact the 
government’s increased targets for house building might 
have on Claygate. All local authori�es are under strong 
government pressure to build significantly more homes 
and Elmbridge is working on a new Local Plan which, once 
finalised, is sure to reflect this pressure. The Housing 
Group, working closely with parish councillors, will also be 
seeking to influence how this new policy is implemented 
and be alert for any move for a big increase in the number 
of new housing developments in and around the village – 
par�cularly in the limited Green Belt areas between 
Claygate and Chessington and Hinchley Wood.

More than half of houses have four bedrooms or more
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WELLBEING GROUP SEEKS 
HELP WITH WARM HUB PLAN  
Opportuni�es for improving health and wellbeing 
provision for Claygate residents are being targeted by 
the Health, Wellbeing and Leisure Advisory Commi�ee. 
Much of its work, as one of the groups set up as part of 
the Claygate: The Way Forward project, now working 
with Claygate Parish Council, relates to maintaining and 
enhancing exis�ng health, wellbeing and recrea�onal 
facili�es and services, with longer term ac�ons and 
target dates. But it is also looking for short-term 
benefits. 

One gap in provision is the lack of local access to a food 
bank or warm hub for people living in Claygate. Parish 
Councillor Jenny French, who set up and runs the 
Community Support Hub in Lower Green, has a�ended 
Elmbridge Borough Council engagement workshops 
facilitated by Rore�, Elmbridge’s consultancy firm, to 
hear the views of voluntary sector organisa�ons and 
she used the opportunity to highlight this issue.

The group is keen to hear from anyone with ideas 
about how the village can come together to support 
those in need using exis�ng venues and community 
groups, with one aim being to provide a warm hub in 
Claygate next winter as well as a local Community 
Fridge. 

Members of the group have also been involved with 
the work Elmbridge is undertaking on community 
support in the borough, with the objec�ve of helping 
people of all ages, par�cularly those facing financial 
hardship, as well as older people and the socially 
isolated. John Bamford, in his role as a Trustee of the 
Friends of Claygate Centre, has helped bring the needs 
of the current users of the Claygate Centre to the 
a�en�on of Elmbridge and Rore�.

The Advisory Commi�ee is also a keen supporter of 
moves to create an outdoor gym at Claygate Recrea�on 
Ground – one of the recommenda�ons made in the 
Claygate: The Way Forward report. It is delighted to see 
the Claygate Recrea�on Ground Trust driving this 
project forwards. (See “Outdoor Gym”, Page 15)
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WINGHAM FORGES 
VILLAGE LINKS 
WITH WOODS PLAN 
The residents of Wingham Court, the care home on 
Oaken Lane, feel a strong connec�on to the Claygate 
community through regular par�cipa�on in village events 
and by welcoming local groups to visit. 

Emerie Burns, the home’s senior ac�vi�es lead, says: 
“Ensuring our residents feel a connec�on to the wider 
community is vital in building our ac�vi�es calendar, as 
we like to invite community groups to visit us, and we 
strive to take residents on day-trips whenever we can.

“For example, we have a very close connec�on to the 
local church, which our residents really value. We are 
always on the lookout to connect with more community 
groups and urge more to get in touch to see how we can 
work together to make our residents feel connected to 
those around us.”  

A�ending Holy Trinity Church services on Sundays has 
become a regular ac�vity that many residents hold dear. 
Wingham Court also hosts pop-up coffee mornings once 
a month for residents and churchgoers to enjoy. 

The home has an art room and art facilitator who 
collaborates with residents on many projects, with their 
Bigger Trees art project being displayed in the Church. 

Residents also enjoy going into the village for community-
led ac�vi�es, such as the annual Claygate flower show, 
visi�ng the village for coffee, to shop, or for lunch at the 
village’s pubs. Staff also organise visits to community 
events such as the Claygate pantomime and Sandown 
fireworks display. 

Wingham Court is a Bupa Care Home that offers 24-hour 
care and support for those living with complex needs and 
long-term neurological condi�ons, such as mul�ple 
sclerosis, acquired brain injury, as well as spinal injuries 
and strokes, with residents aged 18 to 70 years old. It is 
home to 66 residents and employs 144 staff. 

The home has four acres of grounds and is surrounded by 
woods and it has recently planned a re-wilding project 
which has already seen wildflowers and grasses being 
planted in the grounds. The plan is to invite the Claygate 
community to visit for wildflower walks when the project 
is complete. 

On top of this, the home provides and maintains sports 
facili�es for villagers: a bowling green and tennis courts. 
The residents enjoy watching Claygate Bowls Club (see 
Page 21) playing and can use the tennis courts themselves 
during the summer with the help of the physiotherapy and 
ac�vi�es teams.

Other regular ac�vi�es organised by the physiotherapy 
lead, the senior ac�vi�es lead, and with input from 
residents, include swimming at the Claygate Community 
Pool with the physioteam, Tai Chi, darts, and more. 

CAPELFIELD PATIENTS MEETING 
PRODUCES INSTANT RESULT 
The first Pa�ent Par�cipa�on Group (PPG) mee�ng to 
be held by the Friends of Capelfield Surgery was a 
lively and well-a�ended event at which pa�ents 
learned about the working of their surgery and gave 
feedback on their experiences and needs.  

One outcome of the mee�ng, held in November, was 
the introduc�on of one-to-one learning sessions by 
surgery staff for pa�ents in need of guidance on how 
to use the online appointments system.  

All GP surgeries are required to have a PPG, made up 
of pa�ents and carers who meet regularly with 
prac�ce staff to support the running of the prac�ce 
and ensure pa�ents are involved in decisions about 
the range, shape and quality of services provided. No 
ongoing commitment is required to be part of the 
PPG, and all pa�ents of the prac�ce are invited to 
a�end mee�ngs to hear updates, ask ques�ons, give 

feedback and make sugges�ons. For further 
informa�on, or to join a PPG mee�ng, click on the 
“About” link on the Capelfield Surgery website. 

The PPG mee�ngs are organised by the Friends of 
Capelfield Surgery (FoCS), which meets about four 
�mes a year with prac�ce partners and staff. Please 
think about joining FoCS, as it urgently needs new 
members of the commi�ee, including a secretary. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
All pa�ents are warmly invited to:

• The AGM of the FoCS: Friday March 14, 7.30pm, 
Claygate Village Hall. This will include the annual 
Prac�ce Report, with guest speakers talking about the 
work of the Mary Frances Trust, a Surrey-based mental 
wellbeing charity, along with the local GP integrated 
mental health service.
• PPG mee�ngs: Wednesday May 14, 12.30pm at the 
surgery; Wednesday September 17, 7pm at the 
surgery.
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Improvements at Claygate Village Hall have 
been making life more comfortable for 
users and visitors, as well as enhancing 
safety.

The most no�ceable investment has been 
the arrival of 225 new chairs for the main 
hall, which were delivered last year and 
have been much appreciated by hall users, 
as they are  more comfortable than the old 
ones, and lighter and easier to handle – and 
they store conveniently on wheeled dollies.

The old chairs had served well for more 
than 25 years but were beginning to show 
their age and needed considerable 
maintenance to keep enough available for 
the hall’s stated capacity. In addi�on, hirers 
had been finding them cumbersome to 
handle. They have been successfully re-
homed and con�nue in service elsewhere.

The folding chairs in the small hall were replaced with 
more sturdy and durable versions some �me earlier.

The curtains in both halls have also been replaced. The old 
curtains were also about 25 years old, had reached the 
end of their useful life, and did not meet current fire 
regula�ons. A�er receiving samples of material, it took a 
while to choose the fabric, as everyone involved had 
different preferences! Eventually a decision was reached 
and the new curtains were installed in early January.

Less visible but equally important has been the 
development of a new website, with the bookings diary 
now available online, enabling poten�al hirers to check 
availability. A hearing loop was also 
installed in the main hall last year, 
and the audio facili�es updated 
with new microphones, with 
installa�on of Bluetooth 
connec�ons to sound systems, and 
other enhancements.

For performers, the wooden stage 
is now covered with modern 
theatre-style vinyl stage flooring 
compa�ble with all forms of dance, 
and the hall’s CCTV system has 
been upgraded.

Funding for these improvements has come from the 
Village Hall’s own funds and other sources. The trustees 
would like to thank the following for their support. First, 
Your Fund Surrey, with the support of Claygate’s County 
Councillor, Mark Sugden, and an alloca�on from 
Community Infrastructure Levy funds administered by 
Claygate Parish Council. Elmbridge U3A contributed to the  
hearing loop and Claygate Drama�c Society organised a 
performance by Guildford Shakespeare Company as a 
fundraiser towards renova�on of the stage.  

Villagers can experience these improvements for 
themselves by a�ending upcoming events at the hall, 
including “The Great American Songbook”, a concert by 
local musicians, the Yasmine Giles Jazz Trio, on March 15, 

and the Claygate Drama�c 
Society’s spring produc�on “Don’t 
Get Your Vicars in a Twist” from 
April 3-5, plus comedy nights.

The hall is also available for hire for 
par�es, mee�ngs and other 
events, mainly on Fridays and at 
weekends. Informa�on, including 
contact details for the hall, regular 
hirers, and informa�on about 
upcoming shows and events can 
be found at www.
claygatevillagehall.co.uk.

VILLAGE HALL INVESTS IN COMFORT

A well-a�ended mee�ng at Claygate Centre in January 
on the provision of community support services in 
Elmbridge highlighted how invaluable the centre and 
the variety of ac�vi�es that take place every week are 
for our village. Elmbridge Borough Council has 
appointed consultants to carry out a series of 
workshops to assess such services.  

What also became clear at the mee�ng is that Claygate 
Centre in Elm Road is widely seen as just for older 

residents – which is not the case at all: anyone from 
the age of 18 can use the Centre. 

Ac�vi�es available include table tennis and 
entertainment, chair-based exercises, arts and cra�s, 
plus footcare, hairdressing, reflexology and beauty 
services by appointment. The tea bar serves 
refreshments, including toas�es, sandwiches, snacks 
and delicious cakes at extremely reasonable prices. 
And visitors don’t even have to be Centre members! 

COMMUNITY CENTRE IS FOR ALL - NOT JUST THE ELDERLY



Time for a New Interest?

Come and see what’s available locally at  
Get Involved Day

Saturday 26 April                   
Claygate Village Hall 

10.30 - 3.00 
Free Entry

More Information: 07913 657926, 
 claygateresidents@gmail.com

YOUTH 
CLUB

DRAMA

VOLUNTEERING

GARDENING

LOCAL 
HISTORY

SWIMMING

TENNIS

SINGING

DOG 
TRAINING

CRICKET

SCOUTS

FLOWER 
ARRANGING

CRAFT

BOWLS

FOOTBALL
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CAR SERVICE COPES WITH BIG 
RISE IN MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS 
A rush of medical appointments early this year highlighted 
the need for volunteer drivers to make sure every person 
without access to transport is able to a�end for tests and 
treatment on �me. The Esher and Claygate Car Service, 
while under pressure, s�ll managed to cope with demand 

and drive everyone in need to their 
doctor, hospital, dental, physiotherapy 
or other appointment.

But even when demand is high, the 
task for each individual driver is not 
onerous: journey requests are emailed 
to the team of volunteers, enabling 
them to choose trips that fit their 

schedule. Most drivers take on one ou�ng every two or 
three weeks – some more, some less. 

The service makes a huge difference to those in need, and 
part of the reward for volunteering is that clients are hugely 
apprecia�ve and interes�ng to talk to. To volunteer, or to 
inquire about using the car service, email 
ec.carservice@gmail.com, or visit its new website at www.
esher-and-claygate-car-service.com.   

THE VILLAGE 
WITH SO MANY 
THINGS TO DO 
Claygate is a uniquely special place where people 
come together through myriad clubs, socie�es 
and chari�es, helping others and having fun. 
There are so many opportuni�es for becoming 
involved that it can be hard to keep up with 
what's available.

This is why the Claygate Village Associa�on is 
running another Get Involved Day on Saturday 
April 26, from 10.30am to 3pm at the Village Hall.

About 40 clubs, socie�es and chari�es will be 
there, proudly displaying what they do, hoping to 
a�ract new members and volunteers and ready 
to answer ques�ons. There will be 
demonstra�ons and taster sessions, providing 
plenty of opportuni�es to get involved.

Please come along and 
perhaps discover 
something you had never 
thought about, and 
experience a new lease 
of life. Entrance is free. 
The CVA is looking 
forward to seeing you.  
www.claygatevillage
associa�on.org 

Registered Charity
no 284181

BIN COLLECTION TIMETABLE
The handy refuse and 
recycling leaflet sent 
to each household 
every year detailing 
which items can be 
placed in which bin 
and including a 
calendar of collec�on dates has been discon�nued 
to save paper and costs. 

The refuse and recycling trucks serving Claygate 
operate varying �metables for different parts of 
the village, and so only Elmbridge Borough Council 
is able to publish a detailed calendar for each road. 
But there is a quick and easy way to find out which 
bin to put out and when via Elmbridge’s website.

Go to www.elmbridge.gov.uk/bins-waste-and-
recycling, click on “Check your bin collec�on day” 
and enter your postcode and address and a list 
detailing the next few collec�on dates will appear. 
There is also an op�on to print out the calendar by 
clicking on “Download your 2025 Bin Collec�on 
Calendar”.



A growing number of Claygate residents are visiting 
local secondary schools as mentors, supporting young 
people through their education. Several villagers visit 
Hinchley Wood School each week, as well as other 
nearby schools, as part of a scheme run by charity MCR 
Pathways. Mentors meet their students for one hour 
each week in school. 

This consistent interaction provides a valuable 
opportunity for young people to focus on their future, 
discuss any concerns, and share their thoughts and 
experiences in a safe and supportive environment.
Research shows that even one hour a week with a 
caring adult can significantly boost a young person’s 

confidence, improve academic performance, and open 
doors to a brighter future.

MCR Pathways, founded in 2007, launched its 
programme in Surrey in 2021 and has partnerships 
with seven schools in the county. With the growing 
demand for mentors, MCR Pathways is seeking 
volunteers for Hinchley Wood School.

To find out more about the programme and to register, 
visit mcrpathways.org/whats-stopping-you or contact 
Liz Grace, MCR Pathways’ Surrey Volunteer 
Recruitment Manager, at liz.grace@mcrpathways.org
or call 07483 390702. 

SECONDARY SCHOOL MENTORS HELP PUPILS FOCUS ON FUTURE
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CLAYGATE POPPY 
APPEAL RAISES 
RECORD SUM  
A record sum was raised in Claygate for the 2024 Poppy 
Appeal: the £5,800 was the largest sum collected over the 
18 years since local records have been kept. The village’s 
three schools again made significant contribu�ons and 
are commended and thanked by the fundraisers. 
Claygate’s contribu�on helped the total for Surrey to 
reach £1.1m.

For the Royal Bri�sh Legion, volunteers for the Poppy 
Appeal are vital in enabling it to support the country’s 
armed forces community, ensuring its unique 
contribu�on is never forgo�en. For more informa�on on 
becoming a part of the Legion’s incredible volunteer 
team, please access the key informa�on to be found on 
its website: rbl.org.uk/poppyappealvolunteer

One urgent need is to fill the post of Esher Poppy Appeal 
Volunteer. It is currently vacant, which is an important 
omission. Anyone who could volunteer for the Esher post 
should contact either the Poppy Appeal Manager for East 
Surrey or the Claygate Poppy Appeal Organiser (details 
below). The la�er can discuss what is involved. Claygate 
would also benefit from addi�onal local volunteers.

Contact: Peter Wakeham, Poppy Appeal Manager, East 
Surrey, on 01272 411058 or 07826 908 603, 
Pwakeham@bri�shlegion.org.uk.
Hugh Stephenson, Poppy Appeal Organiser, Claygate 
Parish, 01372 464217 or 07950 029139, 
hughstephenson@b�nternet.com

SUSANNAH’S WORK WITH THE 
HUB MAKES HER A WINNER  
Susannah Moffa�, a driving force behind the village’s 
Youth and Community Hub, has been awarded this 
year’s Brian Rhodes Community Cup. 

The cup is awarded by the Parish Council to the 
individual Claygate resident and/or worker judged to 
have contributed most to community life and 
wellbeing in the previous 12 months. And this year 
councillors chose 
Susannah for her work 
with youngsters. The cup 
will be presented to 
Susannah at the Annual 
Village Mee�ng on 
March 20 at the Village 
Hall.

Susannah is Chair of the 
Board of Trustees and 
Safeguarding Lead at 
Claygate Youth and 
Community Hub, to 
which she commits 
roughly 20 hours of her 
�me every week. Widely recognised as someone 
without whom the Hub would not work, she 
combines a steely determina�on to achieve the best 
for Claygate’s young people with a very generous 
nature. She previously served on the Flower Show 
Commi�ee for 12 years and has been a keen 
supporter of Claygate’s Green Belt.

The Parish Council would like to thank everyone who, 
by volunteering, contributes so much to village life 
and it congratulates those nominated for this year's 
Community Cup. You have all made a huge 
difference.

And well done to Susannah – thank you for all your 
service to our community. You’re a most worthy 
winner!

For more on the work of the Hub, See Page 19



WWW.CLAYGATEPARISHCOUNCIL.GOV.UK14

OUTDOORS 

GREAT TEAMWORK 
BRINGS NEW LIFE 
TO CORNER SITE
The residents of Gordon Road woke up two years ago this 
month to the sound of a chain saw and were dismayed to 
see the beau�ful 120-year-old Red Oak tree, on the 
triangle of land at the junc�on of Gordon Road and 
Albany Crescent, being taken down because it was found 
to be diseased.

It le� a large stump surrounded by old Tarmac, bligh�ng 
the entrance to the road. Surrey County 
Council said the stump would normally be 
le� to rot away and the pavement 
repaired around it, but the residents of 
Gordon Road saw an opportunity – to 
make a garden.

With the enthusias�c support of everyone 
involved, Surrey Highways Department 
was asked if a new tree could be planted 
within a community garden, paid for by 
the residents, and a “garden commi�ee” 
was set up. Mark Sugden, Claygate’s 
County Councillor, a keen gardener 
himself, took up the case and, with some 
lobbying and the commitment of funds at 
his disposal, Surrey Highways was 
persuaded to remove the stump and the 
old Tarmac, re-lay the pavement, 
including edging stones to define a 
triangular bed, and plant a new tree. With 
advice from Vanessa Relleen, one of Claygate's tree 
wardens and a trustee of Claygate Village Associa�on, a 
maple was chosen.

Five months later, the stump had been removed, the new 
tree planted in a prepared tree pit, and the area repaved, 
with edging. But the massive oak roots remained in the 
ground making further plan�ng impossible and the 
project came to a halt. A�er six more months of debate, 
Surrey agreed to remove the roots, too.

The soil, having been under Tarmac for genera�ons, was 
impoverished and full of crushed stones and it took a 
huge amount of digging and si�ing, and the addi�on of 
one tonne each of topsoil and soil improver, plus compost 
and fer�liser, to make it plantable by summer last year. 

Even then, nothing was simple: the corner was owned by 
Surrey Highways and a “licence to cul�vate” was required, 
at a cost of £88 and a requirement that the licensee 
provide public liability insurance of £5m, totally beyond 
residents' resources. But Claygate Village Associa�on  
came to the rescue by volunteering to be the licensee: it 
already had liability cover for its various ac�vi�es.

To avoid missing the bulb plan�ng season, a work party of 
children from Rowan Preparatory School enthusias�cally 
planted a sackful of daffodils and snowdrops in October 

(pictured), but �me was now running 
short to buy other plants and get them in 
the ground before the cold 
weather. Rachel Jones, a local garden 
designer, contacted her wholesaler and, 
just days before torren�al rain and a cold 
snap,residents dug in the plants.

It took 18 months and a lot of 
perseverance and is a great example of a 
community pulling together: Councillor 
Sugden navigated Surrey bureaucracy 
and the preparatory work, as well as 
providing finance; Gordon Road residents 
chipped in most of the cost, with 
addi�onal sponsorship from Rowan 
School; and the CVA provided public 
liability cover. 

The garden commi�ee thanks Surrey 
County Council for its co-opera�on, and 

all those who made it possible. The garden will be 
maintained by the garden commi�ee with the assistance 
of other residents. 

The commi�ee comprised Ken Kilmister (Chairman of 
Claygate Gardening Society), Jenny Gray, Colleen Rose, 
Hilary Goodban, Kathryn Adams (with generous digging 
and plan�ng help from Mark and Anne Good, Roger 
Hargreaves, Roman Shapiro, Thiery Limouzin and Tim 
Love� (non-resident!).

VILLAGE ASSOCIATION FIXES 
DATE FOR OPEN GARDEN TRAIL  
The Claygate Village Associa�on is holding its popular 
Open Garden Trail on Sunday June 22. Leaflets 
including a map, and lis�ng which gardens will be open 
between 2pm and 5pm, will enable visitors to enjoy 
strolling around the village exploring varied gardens, 
mee�ng old friends and making new ones.

The success of the event depends on villagers 
generously welcoming visitors into their gardens. 
Whatever the size or style of garden, it will be of 
interest and garden owners taking part in past years 
have said how much they enjoyed the a�ernoon.

While there is no charge for visi�ng a garden, the CVA 

suggests that each garden has a dona�on box to gather 
contribu�ons to the CVA; garden owners can also raise 
money for their own chari�es. Some owners also 
choose to serve refreshments to raise charity funds.

Anyone interested in opening up their garden on June 
22 should contact linda@wellsandcompany.co.uk

THE CVA PLANT SALE
The CVA’s annual plant sale raises funds to buy plants 
for the tubs in The Parade. This year’s sale will be held 
on Saturday May 10 from 10am to 12 noon at the 
entrance to Torrington Lodge car park. If you are 
spli�ng up plants in your garden or have spare 
seedlings we would be delighted to have them. Contact 
claygateresidents@gmail.com



WOODLAND WORKS BRING 
LIGHT AND WILDLIFE
Claygate Common has a rich history and today covers 
14 hectares, with a wonderful variety of trees, wild 
flowers and wildlife. But maintaining and improving 
this special place requires ac�ve management. And so, 
during the autumn and winter, volunteers have been 
carrying out small woodland works under the 
supervision of the Elmbridge Countryside Team to 
improve habitat and biodiversity. 

Un�l the late 1800s, Claygate Common was an open 
grazed common, bounded to the west by Fee Farm 
and to the north-east by Rucksley Farm (as it was then 
spelt). It later hosted the nine-hole Claygate Golf Club 
and was then home to the local cricket and football 
clubs un�l they moved to the Recrea�on ground. 

Over the years, footpaths through the common 
became dark and overgrown as holly, sycamore and 
yew thrived. Although na�ve species, their spread 
needs to be managed and selec�ve thinning has  
widened the footpath margins and let in more light, 
which will help restore ground flora, such as woodland 
anemone, bluebells and celandine, which in turn 
support insect life. Volunteers have removed non-
na�ve species such as rhododendron and laurel as 
they would grow to dominate.

The cu�ngs, or “brash”, have been stacked into piles 
which will create habitats for nes�ng birds, small 
mammals, and invertebrates, including solitary bees. 

Work will pause in March to give the wildlife peace 
and quiet during the nes�ng season, and will resume 
in September. If anyone would like to help maintain 
this special habitat then please register by emailing 
countrysidevolunteers@elmbridge.gov.uk and the 
Countryside team will provide updates on next 
season’s sessions.

The team thanks everyone who has volunteered so far, 
looks forward to seeing new faces in the autumn, and 
hopes that everyone will enjoy the common! 

TRUST EXPLORES 
TREE SOLUTIONS 
FOR THE REC
Claygate’s thriving recrea�on ground is used by many 
thousands of residents and visitors every year, and is 
unusual in being run by a group of trustees. The Trust is 
responsible for keeping the park safe and accessible, as 
well as for preparing the football and cricket pitches. It 
manages the Claygate Pavilion and maintains the family 
garden, the mul�-use games area and the woodland.

One serious issue it faces is the scourge of ash dieback. 
This disease, which is expected to kill more than 80 per 
cent of the ash trees in the UK, is badly affec�ng trees in 
the woodland between the Rec, Foley Road and Claygate 
Primary School. Ash trees make up nearly three quarters 
of the wood and all will have to be felled and removed. 
Na�ve European ash trees have no resistance to this 
fungus that came from Asia about 30 years ago.

The Trust is exploring op�ons for replan�ng the 
woodland. It is eager to hear from residents who have 
ideas about how it should be done and about 
fundraising. The aim is to achieve a mix of na�ve 
plan�ng that will a�ract wildlife and retain the character 
of this patch of wilderness.

Elsewhere on the Rec, it is heartening to see the 
flourishing of the family garden, planted in 2022. It 
features mul�ple na�ve species of trees, bushes and 
flowers and is now well used by the community.

OUTDOOR GYM/TRIM TRAIL
The Trust is sending a fundraising proposal to the 
Na�onal Lo�ery Fund and is working on another to 
Elmbridge Borough Council for a grant to build an 
outdoor gym or trim trail around the Rec. In last year’s 
resident survey run by the Parish Council, more than 600 
people suggested an outdoor gym. Any resident able to 
make a contribu�on to fundraising can email
amin@crgt.co.uk, or make a dona�on on its website 
www.claygaterecrea�ongroundtrust.org.uk/

BIG EVENTS ON THE REC THIS YEAR
• Claygate 5-mile run – July 6
• The Claygate Flower and Village Show – July 12
• Gig on the Rec: “Totally Elton” – July 13, 6pm
These long-standing community favourites are sure to 
a�ract big crowds!
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ALLOTMENT IMPROVEMENTS
The allotment sites at Telegraph Lane and Vale Road 
con�nue to thrive with a lively community of keen 
growers. Telegraph Lane allotments are all currently 
occupied but there are a few available plots at Vale 
Road. There is usually a turnover of plot-holders so 
anyone interested is invited to join the wai�ng list for 
either site. Email nickypagenicky@gmail.com. 

Claygate Allotment Holders Associa�on manages the 
sites and at Vale Road there have been working 
par�es, arranged by the site managers, which have 
undertaken hedge trimming and a bit of pruning. The 
water supply at Vale Road was extended by 30 metres 
last autumn, with two new taps at the far end of the 
site. 
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SWIMMING POOL IN 
BIG DEMAND BY 
VARIETY OF USERS 
Use of the Claygate Community Pool now extends from 
lane swimming to lifesaving coaching and from water polo 
to paddle boarding – and in just two years has become 
the village focal point for anyone who loves water-based 
ac�vity. Here are some of the latest ini�a�ves:

Paddle board coaching: February saw the start of stand 
up paddle board (SUP) coaching. The one-hour sessions 
are for beginners and include a safety brief and hire of kit, 
buoyancy aid and leash. Groups are limited to four and 
free tea, coffee and biscuits are available to spectators in 
the community room. Led by Diana Thorne, a Level 3 SUP 
Coach with the Bri�sh Canoeing Awarding Body, the 
sessions cost £55. For more informa�on, visit @the.sup.
adventure.girl on Facebook.com and nextdoor.co.uk.

New Aquacise coach: Gina King is the new aqua aerobics 
coach at the pool. Gina’s Aquacise sessions are low-
impact, high-energy workouts for all fitness levels. Anyone 
looking to improve cardiovascular health, build strength 
or simply enjoy the therapeu�c benefits of water exercise, 
can join sessions held on Mondays at 11am with prices 
from £10, dependent on booking type. Visit the pool 
website for more informa�on or email Gina directly at 
Gkunity2020@gmail.com.

Water Babies: Also new for 2025 are swimming lessons 
for babies. Water Babies Learn For Life runs sessions on 
Monday mornings from 9.45am to 10.45am. See the pool 

website for further informa�on or call 01932 227428 to 
contact Water Babies direct.

Longer opening hours: With an expanded range of 
ac�vi�es at the pool, there are plans to extend the 
opening hours, including later evenings on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Further details, along 
with an updated �metable, will be posted on the pool 
website soon.

Building improvements: To ensure Claygate Community 
Pool is as efficient and environmentally responsible as 
possible, there are plans to upgrade the plant. These 
include a replacement UV filter and a new dosing plant 
control unit. The pool management commi�ee is also 
seeking funding for addi�onal solar panels. Covered cycle 
racks have also been installed at the entrance to the site.

Community use: While Claygate Community Pool 
con�nues to innovate and offer more for everyone, no 
compromise has been made to its core offering. There are 
20 lane swimming and five family sessions every week. 
Claygate Primary School has 10 sessions weekly and 
Surbiton High School runs a weekly water polo club. 
Kingston Royals Swimming Club runs 30 sessions every 
week and mother and baby and toddler sessions are 
complemented by Angel Swim’s 10 weekly sessions.
Claygate Scout Group is another regular user, holding 
monthly canoe and lifesaving training, and Capelfield 
Surgery and Wingham Court con�nue to provide health 
and rehabilita�on sessions at the pool.

Become a member: Joining Claygate Community Pool 
gives exclusive benefits, such as access to lane swimming 
and family sessions and the opportunity to book the 
community room for private par�es. Email 
claygatepoolmembership@gmail.com to learn more, or 
visit www.claygatecommunitypool.co.uk

‘CREATIVE COURAGE FOR LIFE’ 
The name might suggest otherwise – but Stagecoach 
Hinchley Wood and Esher is very much based in 
Claygate. Its Friday dance and theatre classes now take 
place at Claygate Primary School, offering classes for 
children aged from four to 16.

The reloca�on, made in 2021, also threw up an 
unexpected opportunity – a chance 
for students to be part of the Claygate 
Drama�c Society’s winter pantomime. 
Stagecoach students made their panto 
debut in Cinderella in 2021.

Since then, students have taken part 
in two more Claygate pantomimes, 
with youngsters loving rehearsals and 
performances. 

Melanie Edwards, the group’s lead teacher, took over 
the Stagecoach franchise in 2012. As a child, she was 
incredibly shy but was determined to overcome her 
fears and pursue her passion for performing arts. She 
joined the pres�gious Corona Academy at age 11 – but 
her shyness meant that for the first six months she 

fainted from nerves at nearly every audi�on.
Eventually, Melanie learned how to cope, landing roles 
in TV commercials, documentaries, and music videos – 
working with The Boomtown Rats on the video for “I 
Don’t Like Mondays”.

But her dream was to own a Stagecoach franchise. “I 
believe Stagecoach helps build crea�ve courage for 
life,” Melanie says. “It’s not just about performing. It’s 

about learning how to cope with 
nerves, express your individuality, and 
develop confidence.”

Melanie has watched hundreds of 
students find their voices – through 
ac�ng, singing, dancing, or simply 
learning how to be themselves. Many 
have gone on to pursue careers in the 
arts, a�end drama schools, or become 
teachers.

Stagecoach Hinchley Wood and Esher’s Friday school 
runs from 4.30 to 7.30pm for children aged six-16, and 
from 4.15 to 5.45pm for children aged four to six. For 
more informa�on, contact Melanie at 
hinchleywood@stagecoach.co.uk or visit www.
stagecoach.co.uk/hinchleywood.
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PRIMARY SCHOOL 
MAKES USE OF THE  
GREAT OUTDOORS 
Outdoor learning is one of the ways Claygate Primary 
School seeks to inspire its children – an approach that 
helps keep it high up on the list of England’s primaries for 
academic success.

Its most recent Ofsted inspec�on graded the school as 
Outstanding for Personal Development, and Claygate 
Primary believes children learn best when they are 
fulfilled, engaged, and excited about the world around 
them. This philosophy is woven into all aspects of school 
life, from the academic curriculum to its diverse 
enrichment opportuni�es.

One example is its exci�ng “Mini-Woodies” programme, 
designed for the youngest learners in the Early Years 
Founda�on Stage (EYFS). It introduces them to the 
wonders of outdoor learning through carefully cra�ed 
ac�vi�es that inspire curiosity, encourage safe 
explora�on, build confidence, foster crea�vity, and 
support risk-taking in a nurturing environment.

As children progress through the school, they transi�on 
into the “Woodland Learning” programme, which 
promotes teamwork, resilience, and problem-solving 
while connec�ng children with the natural world. Through 
ac�vi�es such as den-building, exploring ecosystems, and 
hands-on challenges, children develop essen�al life skills 
that complement their academic learning.

Alongside these outdoor ac�vi�es, Claygate Primary offers 
a range of enrichment blocks, including Art and Design, 
Sport, Music and Drama, Design and Technology, M-Fit 
(mental health and wellbeing), and Compu�ng. These 
blocks are designed to engage every child’s interests and 
talents, ensuring a broad, balanced educa�on. The school 
also runs clubs, trips, and extracurricular ac�vi�es that 
broaden horizons and inspire a love of learning.

In addi�on, Claygate Primary runs clubs, trips, and 
extracurricular ac�vi�es that provide new experiences 
and inspire a lifelong love of learning. 

Educa�onal visits to museums, theatres, historical sites, 
and nature reserves give real-world context to classroom 
learning, while guest speakers and specialist visitors – 
including authors, scien�sts, musicians, and local 
professionals – bring unique insights and inspira�on to the 
children’s educa�on. These experiences help to expand 
their perspec�ves, spark curiosity, and make learning even 
more exci�ng and memorable.

A standout feature of the school’s commitment to physical 
educa�on is its on-site swimming pool, which allows all 
children from EYFS to Year 6 to develop essen�al water 
safety skills and build confidence in swimming as part of 
the curriculum. Regular lessons ensure that every child 
has the opportunity to progress at their own pace, 
fostering both fitness and a lifelong apprecia�on for the 
importance of swimming.

THE POWER OF ORACY
Claygate Primary has also embedded oracy into its 
curriculum, teaching prac�ces, and school culture. Oracy – 
the ability to ar�culate ideas, develop understanding, and 
engage with others through spoken language and ac�ve 
listening – is seen as a gateway to success. The school 
believes that strong oracy skills help children excel 
academically, build healthy rela�onships, and navigate the 
world with confidence.

To promote speaking and listening, the school runs a 
“Smart School Council”, a pla�orm that ensures every 
child’s voice is heard. Each week, a thought-provoking 
ques�on is put to the en�re school, and children 
par�cipate in short, structured class mee�ngs to debate 
the ques�on, vote on their opinions, and share the 
results. This ini�a�ve fosters meaningful dialogue and 
makes every child an ac�ve par�cipant in shaping school 
life.

Oracy even extends beyond the classroom—children use 
these skills in the playground to resolve conflicts and 
enhance their play!

We’re delighted to welcome new students and s�ll have a 
few places available in both our nursery and school for 
families looking to join our community. 

For more informa�on about Acorns Nursery or Claygate 
Primary School, please visit www.claygate.surrey.sch.uk/
or contact the school office@claygate.surrey.sch.uk Tel: 
01372 465348 to organise a visit.

The natural world: den-building develops life skills
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FLOWER SHOW 
SETS CREATIVE 
CHALLENGE TO 
ALL VILLAGERS 
The team behind the Claygate Flower and 
Village Show is already plo�ng, planning 
and organising this year’s event which will 
set the Recrea�on Ground buzzing all 
a�ernoon on Saturday July 12. 

It will feature all the usual family favourites: 
entertainment in the arena, the fairground 
(pictured right), the dog show, local 
businesses, refreshments, classic cars, 
charity and community groups, tug-of-war 
and children’s sports, to name but a few.

But central to this well-loved show is the Grand Exhibi�on 
Marquee, where exhibitors young and old can enter and 
display all they have created during the year. 

Organisers are keen to encourage more people to enter 
exhibits – there’s a category for everyone, whether it’s 

home-made jam, a holiday photograph, courge�es, roses 
from the garden, a cake made from a vegetable, or a cra� 
– a sculpture, needlework, collage. And much more. 

To get the ball rolling, Flower Show commi�ee members 
and helpers will be handing out seeds to anyone a�ending 
the wonderful Claygate Street Market in The Parade on 
Sunday March 30.  

CLAYGATE COUNTRY FIVE RUN
On the Sunday before the Flower Show, hundreds of 
runners will be taking part in the annual Claygate Country 
Five Run on Sunday July 6. It follows a beau�ful course 
around Claygate, exploring footpaths through the woods 
and across Claygate and Arbrook Commons. It a�racts 
runners from far and wide and groups from running clubs 
– and everyone, no ma�er how fast or slow, is welcome to 
sign up. The run begins and ends on the Recrea�on 
Ground.

For informa�on about these two events, or to become 
involved with helping, please get in touch via email at 
info@claygateflowershow.co.uk or visit www.
claygateflowershow.co.uk or
www.claygateflowershow.co.uk/claygate-country-five-
run

GUIDING GROUPS TOO BUSY    
TO FEEL THE COLD
The cold winter weather has not slowed down Claygate 
Girlguiding! Here are some of the things they have 
been busy with: 

1st Claygate Rainbows (aged 4-7) worked hard to win 
their drawing badges, which involved cra�ing self-
portraits a�er examining their facial features in the 
mirror, then experimen�ng drawing the same picture 
with their other hand. Reading the story of the “Paper 
Dolls” inspired making strings of paper dolls, and the 
girls then drew what they could feel in mystery feely 
bags without seeing the object. Their final task was to 
paint pictures on large pieces of paper as big as them.

1st Claygate Brownies (aged 7-10) worked towards 
their jobs badge, first thinking about what they might 
want to be, and then considering what a�ributes and 
training they might need. 

They drew pictures of themselves in their chosen role, 
and researched informa�on to write a job 
adver�sement. Finally, they interviewed three adults, 
asking what they liked about their job, what training 
they had to do, and what skills they had gained.

4th Claygate Brownies joined forces with Esher 
Brownies at a “Tropical Island” themed sleep-over at 
Paxmead Riverside Base at Shepperton. It’s not balmy 
there in winter, but the girls ventured outdoors for a 
chilly campfire sing-song, ac�vi�es and games. Back in 
Claygate at Foxwarren, this accomplished bunch 
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BICYCLE 
REPAIR 
CAFE TO 
KEEP 
WHEELS 
TURNING   
A bicycle repair café is being 
set up in Claygate, offering 
villagers local repairs while 
providing a valuable learning 
experience for young people 
in the area. 

The project is the result of a 
collabora�on between 
Claygate Youth and Community Hub and the Claygate 
Environmentalists Group and will open its doors one 
Saturday or Sunday morning each month. The only cost to 
cyclists will be for any replacement parts that are needed, 
although voluntary dona�ons would be appreciated. 

The ini�a�ve, launching in 
the coming months, is 
looking for volunteers with 
knowledge of bike repair – so 
the skills and enthusiasm of 
everyone, from expert cycle 
mechanics to those with 
basic bike repair knowledge, 
are needed to ensure the 
café gets up and running. 
Session co-ordinators are 
also needed – with no 
bicycle knowledge required.

At the heart of the Bike 
Repair Café is empowerment 

of young people. By observing and suppor�ng more 
experienced bike repairers, local youths will have the 
chance to acquire a prac�cal life skill. It’s an excellent 
opportunity for young people to gain confidence and work 
as part of a team. 

The café will also help to 
reduce waste and promote 
a “repair and re-use” 
culture, as well as support 
local residents in 
maintaining their bicycles 
and encouraging more 
people to use sustainable 
transport op�ons.

Any residents able to help 
should contact The Hub via 
allie.rivero@claygatehub.
org.uk or visit the “Contact 
Us” page at www.
claygatehub.org.uk/

 Picture: Kirsty Dactyl, Flickr

HOW THE HUB WORKS… 
The Hub seeks to provide young people aged 11-19 
with a safe and welcoming space for fun, friendship 
and ac�vi�es. In 2024, The Hub ran 186 sessions and 
welcomed more than 270 young people through its 
doors in Elm Road, Claygate. 

It is funded by grants and dona�ons, and is reliant on 
the support of a fantas�c group of local volunteers. It 
always needs more help to con�nue its great work: 
anyone able to help out as a volunteer, make a 
dona�on, or become a trustee (especially anyone with 
HR or legal experience), please email 
hello@claygatehub.org.uk. 

entertained parents with an excep�onal “Brownies 
Got Talent” show. The girls also found �me to 
complete their space badge and go ice ska�ng at 
Hampton Court. Since Christmas they have celebrated 
Burns Night, Australia Day, and Chinese New Year, 
while tackling their “communicate skills builder”.

1st Claygate and 3rd Claygate Guides (aged 10-14), 
“upcycled” their way through the autumn term, 
making new tote bags out of old trousers, and 
fashioning Christmas decora�ons from jam jars into 
fes�ve candle holders to achieve their upcycling 
badge. The girls also worked on the “lead skills 
builder”, and skated at Hampton Court.

Claygate Rangers (aged 14-18) joined brownies and 
guides at the Hampton Court ice rink. The rangers also 
worked hard at the Claygate Christmas Lights event.

1st Claygate Scout and Guide Band: Some of our 
Girlguiding members are regular musicians with the 
1st Claygate Scout and Guide Band, and marched 
alongside Claygate scou�ng instrumentalists at the 
Lord Mayor’s Show in November. 

Look out for our dis�nc�ve turquoise tops next �me 
you see the band!

We love to welcome new girls to Claygate Girlguiding. 
Please register on the Girlguiding website www.
girlguiding.org.uk by clicking on the “Register a Child” 
bu�on. One of our leaders will get in touch. 

We also welcome new adult volunteers – please email 
esherguides@outlook.com if you would like to get 
involved.
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A SCOUT’S LIFE OF 
SKILLS, FRIENDS, 
AND MEMORIES
The scouts are a familiar sight in Claygate – especially 
the group’s excellent band at village events such as the 
Flower Show and on Remembrance Sunday. But to 
provide insights into scouting’s many other activities, 
Evie Dawes, a 1st Claygate network scout and now 18 
and in her first year at university, writes about her 
experiences and what scouting has done for her. 

When I joined 1st Claygate as a beaver, at just six 
years old, I had no idea how much this group 
would become a part of my life. What I do 
remember is the sense of excitement and 
belonging that I felt from the very first mee�ng, 
largely thanks to the dedica�on of the leaders 

and the amazing ac�vi�es they made available to me. I 
didn’t realise then how those early experiences would lay 
the founda�on for everything that came a�er, 
transforming into the most amazing experience.

I have been through each sec�on of the group, from 
beavers all the way to explorers. I also joined our band at 
the age of eight in 2014, which provided a whole new 
avenue of opportunity and development. Our marching 
band has enabled me not only to develop my musical 
skills but to perform with a fantas�c group of musicians in 
loca�ons such as the Menin Gate in Ypres, the Cenotaph 
in London, and in the Disneyland Parade in Paris.

The friendships I’ve made have gone from simply friends 
to a form of family. One of my closest friendships began 
on my first beaver camp, and we now have 13 years of 
memories, from being in the same patrol in weekly 
mee�ngs, to working as partners to lead our group in the 
mountains of Morocco.

As I moved up through the group to cubs, scouts, and 
eventually explorers, those friendships only deepened. 
There’s something about the shared experiences, the 
team-building ac�vi�es, the challenges, and the camping 

trips, that create a sense of camaraderie. Whether we 
were se�ng up a tent, conquering a mountain, or si�ng 
around the campfire, we were a team. 

Over �me, I learned how to communicate be�er, how to 
lead when necessary, and how to step back and let others 
take charge when they had the right skills. This led me to 
take on more leadership roles within the scout group, and 
enabled me to grow in confidence and enhance my skills, 
helping me to secure my first part-�me job aged 16. 

The leaders at 1st Claygate Scout Group are unmatched in 
their dedica�on, willing to give up so much of their �me 
to enrich the lives of the children in our community. Their 
dedica�on has inspired me and many others in our scout 
group to volunteer our �me, too. 

Two incredible memories stand out, the first being our 
band’s performance under the Menin Gate war memorial 
in Ypres in Belgium – the reverence of the occasion, and 
the culmina�on of months of hard work resul�ng in a 
haun�ngly beau�ful service.

The second was last summer, when the explorer scout 
unit visited Morocco, climbing Mount Toubkal, the highest 
mountain in North Africa. A�er a gruelling climb to the 
summit, with a 4am start, the memory of the sprawling 
landscape, almost like an oil pain�ng of the Atlas 
mountains panning into the dunes of the Sahara desert, 
was breathtaking. And the sheer feeling of pride, both of 
my own achievement and that of my fellow explorers 
who had endured many trials to get there, was 
exhilara�ng.

Joining the scouts means becoming part of a global 
network of people who share a commitment to making 
the world a be�er place, to be a part of a globally 
respected organisa�on that connects people from all over 
the world. It’s not just about badges and ac�vi�es, it’s 
about building character, teamwork, and las�ng 
memories. 

So, If you're considering it, trust me, you won’t 
regret it. I certainly never have.

For informa�on about 1st Claygate Scouts, visit www.
claygatescouts.org

Explorer scouts in Morocco: ‘The sheer feeling of pride was exhilarating’ 
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CRICKET CLUB SEIZES CHANCE 
TO MOVE TO NEXT LEVEL
Claygate Cricket Club is gearing up for an exci�ng 
2025 season with new developments and 
opportuni�es for players of all ages and abili�es. 

The 1st XI team has joined a new merged league and 
will compete in Division 7 West of the Surrey 
Championship. This marks a significant milestone in 
the club's history and offers the challenge of 
compe��ve cricket at a higher level. The team is 
eager to demonstrate its strength and determina�on 
on the field.

For the growing women's team, 2025 is also a special 
year, as it has entered its first so� play cricket league, 
providing a fantas�c pla�orm for women of all skill 
levels to par�cipate. 

This move reflects the club’s commitment to 
inclusivity and fostering a welcoming environment for 
everyone. The women's team trains every Friday 
evening, and new members are welcome and 
encouraged to join – whether they are seasoned 
players or new to cricket.

Claygate Cricket Club is also looking for local 
businesses and individuals to support the club in an 
exci�ng sponsorship drive as it grows. Sponsorship 
opportuni�es provide excellent exposure and a 
chance to support a vibrant and thriving club.

For more informa�on about joining the club, 
sponsorship opportuni�es, or general inquiries, 
please email info@claygatecricket.co.uk

BRIDGE IS STILL THE SAME 
GAME - AFTER 100 YEARS 
As new games are invented, compe��on for players 
hots up – and for several decades, bridge's arch-
enemy has been the computer game. Yet while 
technology progresses, bridge persists, par�cularly 
among the middle-aged and older demographic. 

It remains the same face-to-face card game invented 
exactly 100 years ago – although technology is now 
employed to take over some func�ons. Claygate 
Bridge Club, for example, uses computers to ease 
the administra�on – to 
shuffle the cards, to 
score the result of each 
hand, and to broadcast 
results to the world.

The rules of contract 
bridge were devised by 
Harold Vanderbilt, the 
railway execu�ve, during a cruise through the 
Panama Canal in 1925 – and the version invented by 
this posh American remains sedate and socially 
aspira�onal to this day. Claygate Bridge Club is 
expec�ng centenary events to be announced but in 
the mean�me con�nues to do what it has always 
done: holding a Christmas party, collec�ng annual 
subscrip�ons (s�ll only £10), iden�fying the winning 
pair in the Club Championship, and holding an AGM.

The club would be delighted to hear from anyone 
interested in joining – and is happy to suggest local 
teachers to anyone who hasn’t played before. 
Visit www.claygate.club

SEDATE BOWLS 
CAN STILL BE 
COMPETITIVE
Bowls might appear to be the most relaxed of sports, but 
it can s�ll be compe��ve – and members of Claygate 
Bowls Club always enjoy a win. Last season saw some 
great compe��on, with trophies  awarded to winners 
during an end-of-season supper night at the Hare and 
Hounds pub.

The club is steadily growing and always welcoming to new 
members at its tranquil and leafy base in the grounds of 
Wingham Court on Oaken Lane. It is an exceedingly 
friendly village club that enjoys sociable, relaxed bowling, 
with informal prac�ce sessions (roll ups) and for the more 
compe��ve, internal club compe��ons as well as friendly 
matches against other local clubs. For those preferring to 
prac�se by themselves or with friends, the greens are 
open most a�ernoons and evenings during the season. 

The club is holding two open days to give poten�al 
members a chance to look around, chat to exis�ng 
members and, most importantly, have a go. All are 

welcome to call in at the Wingham venue on Wednesday 
May 7 at any �me between 2.30pm and 4.30pm or 
between 5.30pm and 7pm; or on  Saturday May 17 
between 2.30pm and 5pm.

There is no fee or special dress requirement – just wear 
comfortable clothing and so�, flat-soled footwear 
(trainers are fine) as the club will provide all the 
equipment and encouragement needed. 

For informa�on please email Claire and Dave at 
Claygatebowls@gmail.com or visit
www.claygatebowls.bowlsclub.net
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RISING STAR TO 
TAKE THE STAGE 
IN CLAYGATE  
A rapidly rising star in the world of classical music 
brings the latest season of concerts from the Oxsho� 
& Cobham Music Society to an exci�ng climax, when 
Coco Tomita, the highly acclaimed young violinist, 
appears in Claygate’s Holy Trinity Church on Saturday 
March 22, accompanied by Simon Callaghan on piano.

The Oxsho� & Cobham Music Society holds six 
concerts a year in Claygate and a�racts some of the 
finest classical musicians in the world. Coco Tomita is 
the latest example, having won the BBC Young 
Musician award for the strings category in 2020.

Coco and Simon will perform Debussy's Violin Sonata 
in G Minor, Prokoviev's Violin Sonata No.1 and 
Beethoven’s Violin Sonata No.9 (Kreutzer). The two 
musicians play regularly together and 
released their first record in 2022. Coco is based in 
London and Berlin and performs interna�onally.

The concert start at 7.30pm at Holy Trinity 
Church. Tickets are £22, with reduced rates for family 
groups. Children and students under 26 (with ID) 
enter free, as do OCMS members. NHS workers and 
Universal Credit recipients pay £5.

Tickets can bought on the door (cash and card payments 
accepted), or via the Box Office: janemuir72@gmail.
com or phone 07766 884991. They are also available 
online (with a fee) at wego�ckets.com.

For more informa�on, see the OCMS website ocms-
music.org.uk or email mail.ocmsmusic@gmail.com.

The new OCMS season begins in September.

CHOIR WELCOMES HIGHLY 
QUALIFIED MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
A well-travelled new musical director at Claygate 
Choral Society brings with him a wealth of talent and 
experience. David Terry (right), who joined in January, 
is originally from Kingston and is a graduate of Lincoln 
College, Oxford. He taught music at Downside School, 
then at the London Oratory School, where he was 
director of music for six years.

David also spent two years in Brazil, where he was 
head of music at St Paul’s School in São Paulo and he is 
now the Head of Music at Coombe Girls’ School in 
New Malden. He is an accomplished organist as well as 
pianist, and has held posi�ons at Wells Cathedral, 
Hampstead Parish Church and as director of music at 
St Columba’s in Pont Street, Chelsea. He was organist 
at São Bento Monastery during his �me in São Paolo, 
and is currently director of music at St Mary’s, 
Brookfield. He is also a composer of choral music for 
Novello publishers.

He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts and is an 

Associate of 
both the Royal 
College of Music 
and the Royal 
College of 
Organists.

The Claygate 
choir is 
delighted to 
have him 
conduc�ng its 
next concert on 
Saturday May 
17 at 7.30pm in 
Holy Trinity 
Church. 

The society will 
be performing 

the Dvorák Mass in D and music by Elgar – “From the 
Bavarian Highlands”. The soloist will be Gareth Giles. 
Tickets are £15, available via the society’s website 
(card charges may apply); on the door; or by calling 
01372 462649. www.claygatechoralsociety.co.uk



SINGERS CELEBRATE ITALIAN 
COMPOSER’S ANNIVERSARY 

The Ripieno Choir will be giving a concert on Saturday 
March 22 to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 
birth of Palestrina, the 16th century Italian composer. 

The choir, which includes several singers from Claygate, 
and which specialises in Renaissance and Baroque 
music, will be pairing some of Palestrina’s magnificent 
se�ngs of sacred texts with se�ngs of the same words 
by a variety of more recent composers.

The concert at 7.30pm in All Saints, Weston Green, 
includes part of Palestrina's wonderful Missa Papae 

Marcelli. Refreshments will served at the recep�on in 
the church hall a�er the concert. For more details, and 
to buy �ckets, visit ripienochoir.org.uk/concerts/
palestrina-in-rome/
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CHAOTIC FARCE 
GUARANTEES A 
LAUGH OR TWO
A farce, set in a vicarage invaded by drunkenness, 
mistaken iden�ty, misunderstandings and cross-dressing, 
will be the next stage produc�on from the Claygate 
Drama�c Society to delight its audiences.

A�er a run of hugely popular and spectacularly funny 
plays and pantomimes, the society hopes “Don’t Get Your 
Vicars in a Twist” will have theatre-goers rolling in the 
aisles for its performances on three nights from Thursday 
April 3 to Saturday April 5 in Claygate Village Hall, with a 
ma�nee on the Saturday.

Rehearsals, led by show director Samuel Helen, are well 
under way and an elaborate set involving several doors 
and a staircase, essen�al in any great  farce, is being 
constructed by local volunteers under the supervision of 
Greg Moreton. 

Tickets are now on sale for the four shows at £15 each. 
There will be an interval with light refreshments on sale. 
The Saturday ma�nee begins at 4pm and all evening 
performances at 7.30. 

Tickets can be bought by emailing 
belitacharrington@hotmail.co.uk, or calling her on 020 
8398 8660. They can also be bought by post via the 
society’s website: claygatedrama�csociety.co.uk.

PANTOMIME TRIUMPH
Hundreds of enthusias�c pantomime lovers a�ended the 
society’s pre-Christmas produc�on of “The 12 Days of 
Christmas”, which included colourful dance rou�nes 
performed by youngsters from the Stagecoach Hinchley 
Wood and Esher stage school. 

Directed by Dawn Lacey, the cast included highly talented 
local actors as well as one or two new and first-rate faces. 
The society always welcomes new members: just email 
info@claygatedrama�csociety.co.uk to get involved, on 
stage or behind the scenes.

Some of the cast members rehearsing ‘Don’t Get Your Vicars in a Twist’ at Claygate Village Hall



VILLAGE MEETING
Thursday March 20, 7.30pm
Village Hall - main hall

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday March 27, 7.30pm
Treetops Pavilion

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday March 27, 8.30pm
Treetops Pavilion

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday April 24, 7.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

ENVIRONMENT, HIGHWAYS AND 
TRANSPORT COMMITTEE
Thursday April 24, 8.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday May 22, 7.30pm
Village Hall - main hall

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday May 29, 7.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

ENVIRONMENT, HIGHWAYS AND 
TRANSPORT COMMITTEE
Thursday June 19, 7.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday June 26, 7.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday June 26, 8.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday July 24, 7.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday July 24, 8.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday August 28, 7.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

ENVIRONMENT, HIGHWAYS AND 
TRANSPORT COMMITTEE
Thursday August 28, 8.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday September 25, 7.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday September 25, 8.30pm
Village Hall - small hall

A full list of future meetings is available on 
the Parish Council’s website

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGSCLAYGATE PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS AND 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2025

PARISH COUNCILLORS
DONNA HOLT
Council chair and ex officio member of all committees
HADLEIGH MOON
Council vice chair; vice chair of Environment, Highways and 
Transport Committee; member of Planning Committee
ANTHONY SHEPPARD
Chair of Planning Committee
MICHAEL COLLON
Member of Planning Committee
SAMANTHA BINGHAM
Member of Planning Committee; member of Staffing Committee
GEOFF HERBERT
Member of Planning Committee
GIL BRAY 
Chair of Environment, Highways and Transport Committee; vice 
chair of Planning Committee
DEBORAH COFFEY
Member of Environment, Highways and Transport Committee; 
member of Staffing Committee
TIM FREEBORN
Member of Environment, Highways and Transport Committee
JENNY FRENCH
Member of Environment, Highways and Transport Committee

NON-VOTING ADVISERS
PLANNING COMMITTEE: JOHN BAMFORD, JOHN BURNS
ENVIRONMENT, HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE: 
CAROLINE STEVENSON, MARK TYMIENIECKI
PETER STEVENSON, BEN FULL

TREE WARDENS: VANESSA RELLEEN, JOHN OVENDEN

ADVISORY COMMITTEES FOR IMPLEMENTING CLAYGATE: THE WAY 
FORWARD ARE CHAIRED BY:

NEW DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING: CLIVE THOMPSON
HEALTH, WELLBEING & LEISURE: Cllr JENNY FRENCH
SHOPS & BUSINESSES: LEO TYE
TRANSPORT & PARKING: BEN FULL
ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY: PETER STEVENSON

PARISH CLERK
DAWN LACEY

Email: clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk
or call 07741-848719. This is a part-time role and messages 
will be answered as quickly as possible

Please check the Parish Council’s website and the community 
notice boards outside the Village Hall and next to Torrington Close 
for agendas and confirmation of meeting dates, times and venues, 
which can be subject to change. This information is available, at 
the latest, three working days prior to each meeting. Anyone 
wishing to speak at a meeting should let the Parish Clerk know in 
advance. Please also see our Facebook page.

WWW.CLAYGATEPARISHCOUNCIL.GOV.UK24


