
ISSUE 51
APRIL 2022

courier

IN THIS ISSUE
& DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY

Saturday April 23, 10.30am-3pm
Claygate Community Get Involved 

Day, Claygate Village Hall.            
See Page 6

Sunday April 24
Grand Opening of the Claygate 

Pavilion and Family Garden.
Page 8 

Saturday April 30, 10am-noon
 Claygate Clean-Up Day. Meet in 

Hare Lane Car Park. 
Page 7 

Saturday May 7, 10am-noon
Annual bring-and-buy plant sale. 
Torrington Lodge car park, run by 

Claygate Village Association.

May 19-21
Claygate Dramatic Society 

presents "Ingredient X". 
Village Hall. Page 10

June 2-5
Queen's Platinum Jubilee 
Celebrations. How to hold

a street party, Page 8

Sunday July 3
Claygate Country Five Run.

Page 7

Saturday July 9
Flower and Village Show.

Page 7

Parish Council grants Page 2

Highways and Transport Page 3

Planning issues Page 4

Progress on the
Community Pool Page 5

Apply for a nature grant Page 8

How Claygate's shops
have fared Page 9

NEWS FROM CLAYGATE PARISH COUNCIL 1

THE ELMBRIDGE BOROUGH
COUNCIL DRAFT LOCAL PLAN
Your Parish Council continues to keep a close watch on the vital issue of 
the Draft Local Plan as it unfolds. On March 8, Elmbridge Borough Council 
issued the Plan as a paper for a Cabinet meeting on March 16. Subject to 
Cabinet approving the Draft Plan, it will have gone to a special meeting of 
the full Council on March 22.  

Thereafter, in the normal course of events, Elmbridge will have announced a 
formal Publication Date, following which there will be a six-week period for 
interested parties to make Representations to the borough council as to 
whether the plan has been prepared in accordance with all legal and 
procedural requirements and that it meets the prescribed tests of soundness 
(ie - is the plan positively prepared; justi�ed; e�ective; and consistent with 
national policy).

The documents issued on March 8 made clear, however, that because of the 
forthcoming borough elections on May 5, the six-week Representations period 
would not take place until “Summer 2022”. There would follow a period in 
which Elmbridge would process and respond to the Representations, after 
which they will submit the Draft Local Plan, in “Autumn 2022”, to the Planning 
Inspectorate for it to conduct its Examination in “Winter 2022”. Elmbridge's 
outline timetable does not envisage Adoption of the Plan until “Summer 2023”. 

- Gil Bray

Claygate Parish Council will hold a public meeting as soon as 
appropriate to inform residents in greater detail about the ensuing 
process and listen to their views. The Parish Council has engaged a 
planning consultant to advise it and she has provided preliminary 
advice already. The Parish Council intends to be represented at the 

Examination in Public. 

In the meantime, residents can keep up to date with the plan’s 
progress by viewing the latest Planning Committee minutes, under

the "Meetings" tab on the council's website: 
www.claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk. A full history of this ongoing

issue can also be found under the "Local Plan" tab on the home
page of our website.



2 NEWS FROM CLAYGATE PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH PRECEPT AND GRANTS

PARISH COUNCIL INCREASES GRANT 
MONEY BY 36 PER CENT
For the seventh consecutive year, your Parish Council 
has voted to keep the Parish Precept rate unchanged. 
The Precept is an annual levy raised on all council 
taxpayers and based on the value of their property 
and their means. It is separate from the council tax 
which goes to Surrey County Council and Elmbridge 
Borough Council, and the levy raised by Surrey Police. 

For a Band D equivalent property, the Parish Council 
Precept rate will remain unchanged at £14.15 a year from 
April 2022 to the end of March 2023. All the money 
collected for the Parish Precept is spent in Claygate,         
by Claygate residents, for Claygate residents. 

How will this money be spent? For 2022/23 the Parish 
Council budget of £57,500 (predominantly funded via the 
Precept) has been allocated as follows:

•   £15,000 to Highways, Transportation and Environment. 
This covers the maintenance of the 13 Parish Council 
Highway Garden Sites including The Green, Summer 
and Winter Hanging Baskets and Trough displays, and 
ad hoc project work. 

•   £4,500 to Planning. This money allows Councillors to 
access consultants (if required) to support Green Belt 
protection e�orts and potential 5G mast installation 
protection.

•   £8,800 has been allocated to Grants and Public Projects 
including a new £1,300 Community Climate and Nature 
Grant. This is a 36 per cent increase year on year!

•   £6,000 has been allocated to Communications,
which covers Courier Newsletter publications and 
website communications.

•   £23,000 covers the actual running of the Parish Council 
which includes, among other things, the Parish Clerk’s 
salary and insurance. 

Your Councillors have voted to �nd cost savings where 
they can to free up more grant money for your local 
community organisations.

PARISH COUNCIL AWARDS MORE THAN 
£75,000 TO COMMUNITY PROJECTS
The Parish Council can support local projects that 
bene�t Claygate and has had a busy year awarding 
grants and by providing funding through the 
Community Infrastructure Levy, or CIL*. So far it         
has awarded the following grants from April 2021         
to February 2022:

•   £5,000 in June 2021 to Claygate Recreation Ground Trust 
towards the creation of a Family Garden and new 
pathway between the Claygate Cricket Pavilion and 
Dalmore Avenue.

•   £5,380 in January 2022 to Claygate Primary School to
help meet costs of additional drainage works with
regard to its Community Swimming Pool project. 

•   £14,500 was earmarked in January 2022 to Holy Trinity 
Church for the refurbishment of Emmanuel Hall on 
Common Road which provides services such as Youth 
Support and will be paid out subject to matched 
funding by Holy Trinity Church. 

THE PARISH COUNCIL AWARDED THE FOLLOWING CIL 
MONEY FROM APRIL 2021 TO FEBRUARY 2022:

•   £12,500 in June 2021 to Claygate Recreation Ground 
Trust towards the creation of a Family Garden and new 
pathway between the Claygate Cricket Pavilion and 
Dalmore Avenue.

•   £35,000, approved in March 2019 to Claygate Primary 
School towards the planned improvement to its 
outdoor swimming pool, was paid in July 2021 upon  
the project being granted planning permission.

•   £3,025 in December 2021 to Capel�eld Surgery towards 
Surgery accessibility improvements.

*The Community Infrastructure Levy is a levy that Elmbridge Borough 
Council, as the Local Planning Authority, is able to charge on speci�c new 
building development, based on policy laid down by the Government. For 
development in Claygate that meets policy, 15 per cent of the charge is paid 
to the Parish Council by Elmbridge. The money received by your Parish 
Council can be spent on projects that bene�t the village that would not 
normally be covered by the Precept or other funding source.

If you are a local GROUP OR ORGANISATION PLANNING 
A PROJECT TO BENEFIT THE LOCAL COMMUNITY you 
may be eligible for Grant or CIL support. Please visit our 
website claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk or contact us at 
clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk to �nd out more.



was threatened a few years ago. Let’s keep it that way. 
There are a number of disabled parking bays on the 
opposite side of The Parade - please respect these bays 
and do not park illegally on that side of The Parade, 
because it causes congestion, inconvenience and 
increases the risk of a parking ticket.

WEEKEND PARKING AT CLAYGATE STATION    

The signs at the entrance to the station 
car park continue to cause confusion 
over whether payment is required at 
weekends. In fact, there are no charges 
on Saturday and Sunday. The Parish 
Council will continue to try to get this 
misleading signage changed. Anyone 
receiving a penalty ticket should 
contact South Western Railway direct   
on 0345 6000 650.  

- Mark Sugden and Brian Rawson

MOST DRIVERS BEHAVE   
WELL IN CLAYGATE
One vehicle was recorded as travelling at 70mph along 
Oaken Lane in the past year by our community's 
speedwatch safety team. In an e�ort to curb speeds, the 
police also sent out 75 "reminder" letters regarding the 
limit in Claygate during the 2021-22 period, and took 
action against one driver.

In this time, the team carried out 18 sessions, recording a 
total of 99 vehicles exceeding the 30mph limit. But overall, 
drivers are well behaved, with the team not having 
recorded more than 15 "forgetful drivers" in a single 
session for more than two years.

The team also counts passing vehicles during a one-hour 
slot and noted a rising number using Claygate's two main 
routes, Oaken Lane and Hare Lane. It also reported a 
marked increase in heavy commercial through tra�c using 
Claygate's roads.

The aim of speedwatch is to educate rather than penalise 
drivers, a task it undertakes in a professional manner, 
ignoring rare disagreements with aggrieved drivers. The 
Claygate team has four active members and two more in 
the process of completing online exams and a practical 
test. Three sites in the village are monitored, with a fourth 
coming on stream once it has been surveyed by the police.  

If you are interested in helping to keep tra�c speeds in 
Claygate at 30mph, then apply to join, take the exams 
(three hours in total) and help to double the number of 
sessions held.

- Mark Zaremba-Tymieniecki 
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HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION

KINGSTON ROAD PLAN WOULD   
LEAD HEAVY TRAFFIC INTO CLAYGATE
Kingston council is proposing to remove the existing 
width restriction from Clayton Road, which runs from 
Woodstock Lane South into Hook, and to prohibit vehicles 
exceeding 3.5 tonnes from entering Chessington.

Your Parish Council and County Councillor have objected 
to the Royal Borough of Kingston's plan as it would lead 
to a signi�cant increase in large goods vehicles being 
directed through Claygate with potential increased safety 
risks and air and noise pollution.                                                                                                       

ELMBRIDGE CUTS MEAN LESS GRASS CUTTING  

Elmbridge council says it can no longer a�ord to continue 
with the additional cutting of grass verges that it has 
undertaken since 2008. Areas managed by Surrey County 
Council receive four cuts in urban areas and two rural cuts 
each year and for the past 11 years Elmbridge Borough 
Council has been partnering with Surrey to carry out 
additional cutting, which it has funded. Elmbridge has 
said that due to �nancial pressures it is no longer able to 
carry out this work. 

This leaves Surrey solely responsible for maintenance of 
highway verges in our area. Elmbridge will continue to be 
responsible for council-owned  green spaces, parks, 
roundabouts and countryside sites. To report issues 
related to grass cutting, visit the dedicated web page on 
Surrey's website.

SUNDAY CHARGES INTRODUCED IN TOWN CENTRES

Car park charges in council-owned town centre car parks, 
such as the three in Esher, have increased. Elmbridge 
Borough Council has also introduced charging on 
Sundays in these car parks. The rises do not currently 
apply in Claygate village car parks and parking on Sunday 
in Torrington Lodge car park, near the Co-op, and Hare 
Lane car park, near Champions Timber, will continue to be 
free - at least for now!

HARE LANE BUS STOP IMPROVEMENTS  

It is hoped that by the time this edition of the Courier is 
distributed, improvements to bus stops on Hare Lane, 
near  Champions Timber and the Telegraph Exchange,   
as well as on Milbourne Lane, will have been completed. 
The works were undertaken to improve bus accessibility 
for passengers.

PARKING IN THE PARADE   

Drivers are currently allowed one hour of free on-street 
parking on one side of The Parade. Residents fought to 
retain this allowance when the introduction of charging 
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PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT

ELMBRIDGE QUESTIONED     
OVER PLANNING PROCEDURES
The Parish Council is seeking clari�cation from Elmbridge 
Borough Council - our planning authority - over whether 
it is acting in accordance with its constitution when 
deciding many planning applications. When Elmbridge 
grants or refuses a planning application, the decision is 
usually made, in practice, by a planning o�cer. However, 
the Elmbridge constitution requires applications to be 
decided by a committee of elected Councillors if either 
Claygate Parish Council formally objects, or 15 or more 
households object. That is the understanding on which 
we have been working for many years, and is re�ected in 
our Remit and Public Speaking documents.

But recently a signi�cant issue has come to light. It 
appears that, for some unknown period of time, in the 
case of householder applications - those not involving a 
new dwelling, and so the great majority of applications - 
planning o�cers have not been referring applications to 
councillors even when the Parish Council, or 15 
households, have objected. The Elmbridge website 
con�rms that this is now the council's practice, although it 
appears to be contrary to its constitution. We are seeking 
clari�cation of this important issue.

SEEKING AN ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE    
5G SOLUTION FOR CLAYGATE

As 5G technology is rolled out across the country, the 
Parish Council is proceeding on the basis that, while we 
generally want its bene�ts, we want to minimise the 
extent to which its infrastructure impinges on our 
environment.

The concerns over equipment are signi�cant because 5G 
masts are unable to transmit as far as 4G masts. We 
understand that they can only transmit over about 480 
metres and need clear lines of sight. However, there are 
other hardware components, such as roof-top devices 
and small cells, which the technology companies will be 
using to provide coverage. We do not yet know how they 
can be used in combination. 

For these reasons, the Parish Council has been taking, and 
will continue to take, a proactive approach. In particular, 
we are asking the technology companies to work with us 
to achieve environmentally conscious solutions when 
providing 5G coverage to the village. We are hoping 
Elmbridge Borough Council will help us with this. We will 
continue to advise residents on the matter.

WE CONTINUE TO OPPOSE KINGSTON'S   
GREEN BELT DEVELOPMENT

Claygate Parish Council has 
consistently opposed 
development on any Green  
Belt land in the Royal Borough   
of Kingston and continues to 
monitor the development of 
Kingston's Local Plan, particularly 
regarding  the Hook Park area 
and land on the Kingston side 
 of our mutual boundary, much 
of which is the A3.

We have recently opened an
informal channel of communication
with Chessington  residents and
have also started to monitor
Kingston's committee 
proceedings with a view to 
developing a better knowledge
of developments. 

TORRINGTON LODGE CAR PARK HOUSING PLAN 

The Planning Committee is keeping a close eye on 
Elmbridge Borough Council's deliberations over the 
Torrington Lodge car park. In the last edition of The 
Courier we reported  that a study suggested the site could 
accommodate at least 16 houses or a minimum of 20 �ats. 
The Draft Local Plan now suggests eight "residential units”. 
We will continue to monitor events.

- Gil Bray

Site CN01 – Hook Park – 
bounded by the A3 to 

the North and West and 
o� Clayton Road, for the 
potential development 
of up to 2,500 homes.

Torrington Lodge car park housing plan
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PRIMARY SCHOOL SWIMMING POOL

CLAYGATE COMMUNITY POOL   
COULD OPEN IN SEPTEMBER
Just over 40 years ago a group of parents with 
children enrolled at the newly opened Claygate 
Primary School on Foley Road got together and 
decided to build an open-air swimming pool for use 
during the summer term and over the school summer 
holidays. This band of volunteers dug out the 
swimming pool by hand. Since then, succeeding 
generations of Claygate parents have continued to 
raise funds and spend time to ensure that the pool  
has been maintained. It's a memorable achievement 
by those �rst parents and by the Claygate community.

Over the years, opening the pool to the residents of 
Claygate has been considered a number of times  but 
without any changing rooms or facilities this wasn’t 
possible. However, the aspiration to allow the local 
community to make use of the pool remained and the 
current generation of parents decided to try to raise funds 
to enclose the pool and build proper changing rooms. 
Claygate Parish Council, along with Elmbridge Borough 
Council and The London Marathon Trust provided the 
initial funding support for this idea and the project was 
born. Early construction work was commenced at the 
beginning of the last autumn term and the steel frame 
and block walls are now nearing completion.

Fund-raising is continuing with a substantial grant recent-
ly approved by Surrey County Council as part of the “Your 
Fund Surrey” initiative. A further £100,000 is required to 
complete the project in its entirety, so donations are still 
being sought via a fund-raising page
www.gofundme.com/f/claygate-community-swimming-pool

A huge e�ort has gone into making this new facility a 
leading example for a green and sustainable project in the 
community. It will include a new ground source heat 
pump installation for heating and maintaining the air in 
the pool hall. The air will have a heat recovery unit 
incorporated. Roof-mounted solar heating panels will be 
installed to generate o�set electricity and high levels of 
wall and roof insulation have been incorporated. The 
sustainable and high quality build should ensure our 
community receives the bene�t for many years to come.

When completed, the project will provide Claygate 
Primary School, the local community and swimming clubs 
with a quality indoor 20-metre pool able to operate all 
year round. It will also feature a community room for 
meetings and events. Depending upon the �nal 
fund-raising e�orts, the opening is scheduled for the 
beginning of September this year.

It is intended that those �rst parents who worked so hard 
to build the pool so many years ago will be remembered 
on a plaque in the new building. If you or your parents 
were part of that original group then please let us know so 
that they can be added to the roll call of honour.

- Clive Thompson

SPRING IN THE AIR AT CLAYGATE 
PRIMARY SCHOOL
Pupils at Claygate Primary School are feeling spring  
in the air and looking forward to spending more time 
outdoors. The school has recently added two Pearmain 
apple trees to its mini orchard, a variety that originated 
from Claygate in 1821 and was very popular in 
Victorian England. It has also created a new duck  
pond and has begun to plan its vegetable garden.

Children will also bene�t from a new safe outside space if 
they feel overwhelmed and need to "reset" once a new 
sensory pod is �nished, after the Easter holidays.
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Come and see what’s available locally at  

Claygate Community Day
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Time for a New Interest?

Saturday 23 April                   
Claygate Village Hall 

10.30 - 3.00 
Free Entry

This is a Claygate Village Association event

Over 40 groups will be participating with displays,  
information and hands-on activities for all ages 

- Refreshments including a BBQ - 
More information from Caroline:  

ccartwright5748@aol.com - 01372 465048

PILATES
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YOUR CHANCE TO HELP

CLEAN UP CLAYGATE DAY
We need an army of volunteers to help with picking   
up litter on Saturday April 30, from 10am till noon.  
Please gather at the Hare Lane car park (next to 
Champions Timber), where hi-viz jackets, litter pickers, 
bags and hand sanitiser will be provided. Please wear 
suitable clothes and gardening gloves, if you have them.  
If not, disposable gloves are provided. For more 
information, email the parish clerk: 
clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk 

FLOWER SHOW AND COUNTRY   
FIVE RUN RETURN
The Claygate Flower and Village Show takes place on 
Saturday July 9 after a two-year absence due to Covid 
restrictions. The show gives local people the opportunity 
to display their skills in horticulture and arts and crafts, 
with games for children, the Companion Dog Show, farm 
and exotic animals, a Stalls Village and more. Visit our 
stand at the “Get Involved Day” on April 23 - we welcome 
helpers. More details at 
www.facebook.com/claygate�owershow. 

Also returning is the Claygate Country Five Run at 
10.30am on Sunday July 3. It starts and �nishes at the 
Recreation Ground and runners of all ages and ability  
are welcome. To volunteer as a marshall, email 
claygatecountry5run22@gmail.com.

YOUTH HUB IS LOOKING    
FOR A NEW TRUSTEE
The village's exciting and developing youth project,  
the Claygate Youth and Community Hub,  is looking for  
a new member for its Board of Trustees. This voluntary 
unpaid role would take up a few hours per month; ideally, 
the trustee would have experience of charity fundraising, 
although this is not essential. If you have a passion to 
support our youth and can spare a few hours,   
please contact Vicki Schmidt on 07802 241223.  

The Hub provides open access, universal, non-faith, 
non-a�liated youth work for those aged from  11 to 18.  
It is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays with aspirations to 
o�er more opening times as demand grows. The Hub 
regularly attracts between 30 and 50 young people per 
evening and is in the process of improving facilities,   
as well as extending its hiring.

POPPY APPEAL RAISES    
£3,400 IN CLAYGATE
The people of Claygate donated £3,400 to the Royal  
British Legion’s Poppy Appeal in the parish during the 
2021 Appeal. This sum was very close to the amount 
donated in 2020 but they were both lower than the usual 
pre-Covid average of around £4,300. Nationally, the 
current value of the 2021 Appeal is £28m and in Surrey 
£878,000, with both expected to rise before the year’s 
account is closed in the spring.

The Legion is always on the lookout for both members  
and volunteers. Anyone interested should send an email  
to hughstephenson@btinternet.com or 
PWakeham@britishlegion.org.uk.

CLAYGATE WAR MEMORIAL
Maintenance of the Claygate War Memorial near the 
church is the responsibility of Elmbridge Borough Council. 
The box shrubs just inside the entrance to the memorial 
have been destroyed by box caterpillars. The borough 
council has been asked to do what it can to address this 
matter before this year's Remembrance Day and 
Remembrance Sunday.

DON’T DROP LITTER,
LET’S KEEP CLAYGATE CLEAN!
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OUTDOORS AND THE ENVIRONMENT

PAVILION AND FAMILY GARDEN 
OFFICIAL OPENING
Residents are invited to join in an afternoon of fun, music, 
activities and celebration from 1pm on Sunday April 24, 
when the Claygate Pavilion and adjacent Family Garden 
will �nally be o�cially opened. A special guest will open 
the building and cut a ribbon in the garden.

The Pavilion has been open for a while but the pandemic 
has prevented the Claygate Recreation Ground Trust from 
holding an opening event before now. It was rebuilt after 
a �re in 2017 meant the old building had to be 
demolished. The rebuilt pavilion is a community resource 
housing Pistachios in the Park, a popular café, as well as 
Treetops, an upstairs room perfect for exercise classes, 
children’s parties, meetings and more. The building also 
houses changing rooms and an accessible lift and toilets. 
The Family Garden, which will be home to native plants 
designed to attract wildlife, sits next to the pavilion and 
contains picnic tables and benches.

The rebuild of the pavilion was made possible by the 
generous support of the residents of Claygate and Friends 
of the Rec. We look forward to celebrating with you all on 
April 24. For more information: 
www.claygaterecreationgroundtrust.org.uk 

- CRGT

HOW TO ORGANISE A JUBILEE  
STREET PARTY
The Queen this year becomes the �rst British monarch to 
celebrate a platinum jubilee, after 70 years of service. A 
four-day bank holiday weekend is planned from June 2-5, 
allowing plenty of time for Claygate residents to get 
together with their neighbours and join in the 
celebrations. 

A great way to do this is to 
organise a street party for your 
road, and here is an easy guide to 
getting a street party set up:

1. Visit The Big Jubilee Lunch website and request a free 
Big Lunch organiser pack  
www.edenprojectcommunities.com/the-big-jubilee-lunch

2. If your street party is to take place on the road or public 
highway you need a temporary road closure notice. Visit 
Elmbridge Borough Council’s website and complete its 
easy form at least six weeks in advance 
(www.elmbridge.gov.uk/your-streets/street-parties). 

3. Consider whether you need public liability insurance. 
Visit www.edenprojectcommunities.com/make-it-happen/
insurance-for-your-big-lunch for a cheap option. 

4. On the day remember to block o� your road safely if you 
have secured a temporary road closure notice, ensuring 
access at all times for emergency services. 

We would love to see how your street party turns out, so 
please send a picture to 
clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk.

ENVIRONMENT
GROUPS CAN APPLY FOR NEW PARISH COUNCIL 
CLIMATE AND NATURE GRANT 

Community groups and organisations in Claygate can now 
apply for funding for projects which will deliver carbon 
reduction and/or ecological enhancements in Claygate 
thanks to a new Parish Council grant scheme from April 
2022. A total of £1,300 will be available annually and is 
open to such schemes as:

Community Buildings – for energy conservation or 
e�ciency measures such as solar panels, LED lighting, 
window replacements or insulation for buildings.

Sustainable Transport – such as community cycle 
parking or community electric vehicle charging points.

Nature – this could include tree planting, community 
allotments projects, or the creation or enhancement of a 
community nature area.

Other Projects – that promote waste reduction or other 
sustainable initiatives.

Details of this new grant scheme and other grant schemes 
are available on the Parish Council website. Any queries 
please contact the Parish Clerk: 
clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk
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BUSINESSES AND AWARDS

HOW ARE OUR SHOPS COPING?
Simon Baile of ExCellar gives his thoughts on the 
rollercoaster ride experienced by so many of 
Claygate's businesses during lockdowns

As a retailer and owner of a hospitality business, the last 
two years have seemed like a rollercoaster ride. Closed, 
open, half open, mostly closed, inside, outside, on the 
street, not at all: anyone owning a business in Claygate 
must surely be forgiven for looking a bit frazzled. I am 
sure that many feared they might lose their business at 
some point as Covid safety measures ordered most of  
The Parade and others to shut down. Some shops did 
have snake-like queues and our internet site, usually 
snoring in the corner, sprang to life meaning that we  
were able to scamper around the shop packing boxes 
with bottles for thirsty customers. Others, sadly, just had 
dead leaves gathering at their door.

Two years on, as many get back to their commute, 
classrooms re-open, pubs return almost to normal, and 
supermarket shelves stay full, what does it feel like to be a 
business owner in Claygate today? I can say that it is odd! 
We are certainly relieved to have survived and still be able 
to serve the community. We're delighted that normality 
seems to be returning. But we're also apprehensive, 
because many will have taken on bounce back and restart 
loans that will need to be repaid, which can only be done 
with income, via sales. And we're apprehensive because 
the retail landscape in Claygate (and beyond) is looking 
distinctly like it did pre-Covid - pretty �at and empty.

All of us are hugely grateful to the community of Claygate 
for the immensely dedicated support throughout the 
pandemic, when so many seemed to take great delight in 
the warm embrace of "shop local". But the drift back 
towards "shop convenient", at the supermarket or online, 
is under way. Our internet site opens its eyes occasionally, 
but is mostly quiet. Dry January, ski breaks, families away 
during school holidays, parents on taxi duties - the normal 
rhythms are back. While this is to be welcomed, it does 
make me worry about the future of The Parade. Claygate 
would have been a very miserable place during the 
pandemic without the beating heart of all the local 
businesses - so please let's all help to keep it going. No 
one expects every pound to be spent here but every one 
helps. I know so many who are envious of what we have 
here in Claygate. And so I remain glass half full.

PIPPA AWARDED MBE FOR HER CARING 
WORK IN CLAYGATE 
Pippa Cramer's work caring for the 
elderly and lonely in Claygate has  
now been rewarded with an MBE, 
announced in the 2022 New Year’s 
Honours List. Pippa, pastoral care and 
seniors minister at Holy Trinity Church, 
says: "Being awarded an MBE was just 
incredible, such a surprise and a shock 
– I had no idea this was coming! To me, 
this award is wonderful recognition to 
all the older people who are isolated and lonely,  
who have bravely and courageously kept going  
through the pandemic when life has been just so tough. 

"It is also for all the extraordinary teams I work alongside, 
who have worked tirelessly for so long now, especially 
during the last 20 months or so. If this MBE can help shine 
a spotlight or start conversations and raise the pro�le of 
the needs of older people, help to �ght against ageism 
and help reduce loneliness and isolation then this feels 
very, very exciting to me.

"I have not yet heard when the investiture for this award 
will take place. There is a backlog, apparently, due to the 
pandemic. But I am SO looking forward to this, especially 
during the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee year!" 

In the last edition of the Courier we reported that Pippa 
had been awarded the Brian Rhodes Claygate Community 
Cup for 2021, which goes to the Claygate resident or 
worker who has contributed most to community life and 
well-being. Pippa led the church's "Cascade of Care" for 
elderly and lonely residents during lockdowns, with an 
extensive programme of visits, phone calls, delivering 
gifts, shopping and more.    

NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR THE BRIAN 
RHODES COMMUNITY CUP 2022
Do you know someone who has made an outstanding 
contribution to Claygate in the past year? If so, why not 
nominate them for the Brian Rhodes Community Cup 
2022? If they meet these simple criteria, then please send 
us their name:

•   Nominators and recipients must live or work in Claygate.

•   The nominator may nominate more than one person.

•   Sitting councillors are not eligible for nomination.

The nomination should be sent to the Parish Clerk 
(clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk) by Friday April 29, 
explaining brie�y how the potential recipient has made an 
outstanding contribution. Please ensure the nominee 
gives permission for their name to be publicised.
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CULTURE AND SPORT

DRAMATIC SOCIETY BRINGS LAUGHTER 
BACK TO VILLAGE HALL
Pantomime returned to the village in November when  
the Claygate Dramatic Society staged a version of 
Cinderella scripted by local resident Robert Edenborough. 
A top class cast was superbly drilled by director Belita 
Charrington, ensuring laughter once again �lled Claygate 
Village Hall as the actors delivered a thigh slapping, 
pun-driven show. 

Robert's script stayed true to the panto tradition while 
also playing on current environmental issues and other 
news, with the children of the local Stage Coach Theatre 
Company singing, dancing and delivering many of the 
jokes. Live music was provided by a �ve-piece band led  
by Derek Hu� and Peter Whitehead.

Despite fears over Covid-19, tickets sold well and 
audiences enjoyed four performances, including a 
matinee for children on the Saturday afternoon. 

The society's next play, Ingredient X, is a sequel to its  
2018 production of The Diamond Necklace, both written 
by Juliet Bagnall, a society member. Presented as the 
recording of a 1950s radio play, the cast will once again 
return to "the studio” to conjure up another thrilling  
and chilling adventure. Performances are on May 19-21,  
so look out for tickets going on sale.

For further information about the society and its shows, 
contact us on Instagram, Twitter or Facebook, using the 
name @claygatedrama; by email: 
info@claygatedramaticsociety.co.uk; or visit our website: 
www.claygatedramaticsociety.co.uk, where you will �nd 
more contact details.

- Tanya Baylis

The cast of Cinderella, with writer
Robert Edenborough standing second from right The band at rehearsals

TOP QUALITY CLASSICAL 
MUSIC IN CLAYGATE

In spite of its name, the Oxshott and 
Cobham Music Society holds its 
regular series of concerts in Claygate 
and is a delightful addition to village 
life. This year, the society is 
celebrating its 80th anniversary and is 
once again providing world class 
classical music in Holy Trinity Church.  

Many now-famous students from the 
Yehudi Menuhin School, including 
Nigel Kennedy, Tasmin Little and 
Melvyn Tan, have performed, as well 
as professional musicians such as 
Nicola Benedetti, Steven Osborne, 
Katherine Stott, Steven Isserlis and 
Simon Trpceski.

More recently, concerts with Sheku 
Kanneh-Mason, Benjamin Grosvenor, 
the Fibonacci Sequence, Sunwook 

Kim, the Dover Quartet, Eric Lu and 
many other top artists have drawn 
audiences. Holy Trinity Church o�ers 
wonderful acoustics of London quality 
- but without the price and the need 
to travel.

The next season of concerts starts in 
September, so watch for publicity and 
check the website 
www.ocms-music.org.uk.

For more information, contact  
the Membership Secretary,  
Cherry Eddy, on 020 8398 4377.

CRICKET CLUB OFFERS A 
RANGE OF OPTIONS
Claygate Cricket Club, with the newly 
rebuilt Pavilion on the Claygate 
Recreation Ground, is gearing up for 
the season ahead and is open for new 
and returning members aged seven  
to in�nity!

The CCC Junior section caters for boys 
and girls up to year 11. Junior training 
has already started ahead of the �rst 
�xtures at the beginning of May. This 
year, CCC Juniors in the Surrey 
leagues will have a new coloured kit 
included in their subscriptions.

The CCC Senior section has three 
sides. On Saturdays, the Club will �eld 
a �rst team in the Surrey leagues and 
a non-league Development side 
o�ering Junior players a transition 
into Senior cricket. On Sundays, a 
(very) social side plays friendly 
�xtures. Senior subscriptions start at 
just £10 for those up to U23, and 
there's also a casual subscription 
option for those who can't commit to 
a full season. For more information, 
please visit 
www.claygatecricket.co.uk.
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YOUR CLAYGATE PARISH COUNCIL

DATE DAY MEETING TYPE TIME LOCATION

APRIL 2022

21st Thursday Planning Committee 7.30pm Small Hall Village Hall

MAY 2022

19th Thursday Planning Committee 7.30pm Treetops Claygate 
Pavilion 

24th Tuesday Annual Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Small Hall Village Hall

JUNE 2022

9th Thursday Highways, Transport & Environment 
Committee 7.30pm Small Hall Village Hall

16th Thursday Planning Committee 7.30pm Small Hall Village Hall

JULY 2022

7th Thursday Parish Council Meeting 7.00pm Small Hall Village Hall

14th Thursday Planning Committee 7.30pm Small Hall Village Hall

AUGUST 2022

11th Thursday Planning Committee 7.30pm Small Hall Village Hall

SEPTEMBER 2022

1st Thursday Highways, Transport & Environment 
Committee 7.30pm Small Hall Village Hall

8th Thursday Planning Committee 7.30pm Treetops Claygate 
Pavilion

22nd Thursday Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Small Hall Village Hall

OCTOBER 2022

6th Thursday Planning Committee 7.30pm Small Hall Village Hall

20th Thursday Highways, Transport & Environment 
Committee 7.30pm Treetops Claygate 

Pavilion

TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL Call Sally Harman, parish clerk, on 01372-467000 (messages left will be answered as quickly as possible) 
or email clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk. Please check the website and the Community Notice Boards outside the Village Hall and next to 
Boots Pharmacy for Agenda and con�rmation of dates and time. This information is available, at the latest,  3 working days prior to the 
meeting. Anyone wishing to speak at a meeting should let the Parish Clerk know in advance. Also please check out our Facebook Page.
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AND CO-OPTED COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2022
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YOUR CLAYGATE 
PARISH COUNCIL 

MEMBERS

Parish Councillors

Geo� Herbert
Parish Council (Chair),                          

ex o�cio member                                   
of all Committees

Xingang Wang
Parish Council (Vice-Chair), 

Planning Committee,                
Sta�ng Working Party (Chair)

Gil Bray
Planning Committee (Chair), 

Sta�ng Working Party

Jo Collon
Highways, Transport

and Environment Committee, 
Sta�ng Working Party

Anthony Marques
Highways, Transport and 
Environment Committee

Brian Rawson
Highways, Transport and 

Environment Committee (Chair), 
Sta�ng Working Party

Mark Sugden
Highways, Transport and 
Environment Committee,

Sta�ng Working Party

Janet Swift
Planning Committee,               

Sta�ng Working Party

Michelle Woodward
Planning Committee,                 

Sta�ng Working Party

CO-OPTED 
COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 
(no voting rights)

Planning Committee

John Bamford

Michael Collon

Vanessa Relleen 
(Tree Warden)

Margie Richardson 
(Tree Warden)

Highways, Transport                  
and Environment 

Committee

Vanessa Relleen

Caroline Stevenson

Mark Tymieniecki

Will Harrison-Cripps

PARISH CLERK

Sally Harman
01372 467000

clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk

Your Borough and 
County Councillors

Elmbridge
Borough Council

Alex Coomes
07802 316389

Bruce McDonald 
07850 687778

Mike Rollings
07979 706737

Surrey County Council

Mark Sugden
07548 244422
01372 463085 

mark.sugden@surreycc.gov.uk

Your Local Surrey
Police PCSO

PCSO Vicky Holdaway 
Vicky.Holdaway@surrey.pnn.police.uk

Elmbridge 
Neighbourhood Watch 
Regional Co-ordinator

John Haber�eld                   
020 8398 5256 

jhaber�@yahoo.co.uk


