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HUGE RESPONSE FROM RESIDENTS AS
SWIMMING POOL NEARS COMPLETION

There is growing excitement and anticipation as residents prepare to enjoy
an indoor swim in Claygate when the community pool, in the grounds of
Claygate Primary School in Foley Road, opens this autumn.

Community use of the pool will be managed via a membership scheme that
was opened at the Claygate Flower Show; within 10 days 800 members had
been enrolled. The limit was raised to 1,000 and that total has also been
passed, with a waiting list growing.

Work is nearing completion on the construction and fitting-out of the pool,
turning it from an outdoor facility that has served the school for more than
40 years into an all-year indoor complex, with changing rooms and meeting
space to be shared with the community.

The frame and structure are now complete, along
with most of the mechanical installations, including
energy-saving features such as a large-scale ground
source heat pump system, rainwater harvesting,
solar energy and substantial thermal insulation.
Together, these will ensure the 20-metre pool is
one of the greenest in the country. The project is on
schedule for an official opening at the end of Octo-
ber.

To maintain contact with members, the pool man-
Continued on Page 2

NEWS FROM CLAYGATE PARISH COUNCIL 1

Courier
Claygate

www.claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100068072590060


NEWS

NEWS FROM CLAYGATE PARISH COUNCIL2

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Gil Bray, who now chairs
Claygate Parish Council, writes:

The past months have seen a
number of changes to our parish
council. At our annual meeting in
May, the chair and vice-chair for
the coming civic year are elected
and councillors are appointed to
committees, resulting in me tak-
ing the chair and Mark Sugden
becoming vice-chair, succeeding
Councillors Geoff Herbert and Xin-
gang Wang respectively. We thank them both for their con-
tributions during 2021-22. At the meeting on May 24, we
also welcomed a new parish councillor, Sue Grose, follow-
ing her success in the May by-election.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank:

● Margie Richardson, who resigned as a tree warden this
year after 14 years of service, during which time our war-
dens planted more than 160 trees. (See an article by Va-
nessa Relleen on Page 9 of this edition for more details of
their work.)

● Jo Lesser, who joined the parish council in 2019 and
served on the planning committee. Jo resigned earlier this
year, due to work commitments.

● Mary Marshall – for her huge contribution to the village
over many years, which was recognised this year by the
parish council choosing her to be the winner of the Brian
Rhodes Community Cup. (See an article about Mary's
award on Page 12 of this edition.)

● And Peter Whitehead – for agreeing to take on the edit-
ing, production and delivery of the Courier. Peter had a
long and successful career in high-profile journalism, so is
well-equipped for the task. The council is hugely grateful.

I also think it appropriate to note the projects which the
parish council, on your behalf, has been supporting of late.
Notably:

● Claygate Pavilion and Family Garden – the council
supported this project with funding of more than £32,500;

● Claygate Primary School swimming pool – the council
has donated more than £40,000 to this project;

● Claygate Playground refurbishment – the council donat-
ed more than £5,000 to this project, which marks the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Elmbridge Borough Council
began carrying out the work in September;

● Capelfield Surgery – £3,000 to help improve accessibili-
ty to the surgery;

● Claygate Youth and Community Hub – the council con-
tinues to support this vital part of our community and
donated £18,650 in 2021/22, which covers a new kitch-
en, outdoor equipment and staff mobile phone. It has
donated another £1,000 recently.

The finances of your council are healthy. It has, though,
had to adjust its reserves to account for a significant un-
budgeted item and will review its expenditure appropriate-
ly through the remainder of the year. Looking forward, the
deployment of 5G masts to the village may well become a
significant issue as this year unfolds. Please see more on
this by Michelle Woodward, who chairs the planning com-
mittee, on Page 4 of this edition.

COMMUNITY POOL NEARS COMPLETION

Continued from Page 1

-agement group has appointed a membership secretary
who has just started in the role, and an online booking
and payment system is being installed which will make it
easy for members to book swim sessions. In addition to
lane swimming and family swim sessions, classes such
as aqua aerobics and parent-and-baby sessions are
planned and the pool will also be available for private
hire for parties. A website is under construction and will
soon provide more details, including a full timetable.

The Pool Management group has recently undertaken a
lengthy search for a swim club partner to provide extra
services and Kingston Royals Swimming Club has been
selected. Any parents wishing to enrol their children for
swimming lessons in the pool should register their inter-
est on the Kingston Royals website.

Many members of the local community have made dona-
tions or purchased a tile to contribute to the wonderful
artwork planned for the entrance foyer and community
room. There is still, however, a shortfall of £50,000 to
complete the pool and contributions would be welcome.
Donations can be made on our GoFundMe page -
www://gofundme/claygate-community-swimming-pool.
There is also still time to purchase a tile by emailing
claygatecommunitypool@gmail.com.

The management group would like to thank residents of
neighbouring properties for their forbearance and sup-
port during the past months during which the construc-
tion work has been taking place. We would also be very
pleased to hear from any potential volunteers (using the
email address above) who could provide assistance in
the running of the community pool.

Clive Thompson

www://gofundme/claygate-community-swimming-pool
mailto:claygatecommunitypool@gmail.com.


Anyone seeking to be a candidate can
obtain nomination papers, along with
other information related to nomination
and the election, from Elmbridge Bor-
ough Council, Electoral Services Depart-
ment, Civic Centre, High Street, Esher,
KT10 9SD. It is strongly recommended
that residents call the department on
01372 474182 to make an appoint-
ment to collect the forms and it is also
strongly recommended that candidates
return their nomination papers as early
as possible and that, again, an appoint-
ment is made to do so with Electoral
Services. Completed nomination papers
must be returned no later than 4pm on
April 4.

LOOKING AHEAD
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A CHANCE TO STAND FOR ELECTION

It is possible to make a real difference to the quality of life
of the people of Claygate - and becoming a parish
councillor is one of the most effective ways of achieving it.
And with elections scheduled to take place next May, this
could be the ideal opportunity to get involved.

Valid candidates for Claygate Parish Council must be at
least 18 years old on the day of their nomination and must
be a British citizen, an eligible Commonwealth citizen, or a
citizen of any other member state of the European Union.
They must also meet at least one of these four criteria:

● they are, at the date of their
nomination and continuing to be, on
the electoral register as a local
government elector for the parish;

● they have occupied as owner or
tenant any land or other premises in
the parish during the whole of the
12 months before the day of their
nomination and the day of the
election;

● their principal or only place of
work during the whole of the 12
months before the day of their
nomination and the day of election
has been in the parish;

● they have lived in the parish or
within three miles of it during the

whole of the 12 months prior to their nomination and the
day of election.

A candidate requires a proposer and a seconder who must
both be residents of Claygate and on the electoral register
as local government electors. Elmbridge Borough Council's
Electoral Services Department can advise individuals on
eligibility details.

Elections are due on May 4 2023, on the same day as the
Elmbridge Borough Council elections, and they are all
conducted and overseen by the borough council. There are
10 parish council vacancies and councillors are elected to

serve for four years.

If 10 or fewer candidates are validly
nominated then they will
automatically be declared elected
and there will be no voting on the
day. If there are fewer than 10
automatically elected then any
remaining vacancies will be filled at
a later date.

If 11 or more candidates are validly
nominated there will be an election
for the parish council on Thursday
May 4, between 7am and 10pm at
Claygate Village Hall, Church
Road.

Residents can vote for as few or as
many candidates as they like up to
a maximum of 10.

VILLAGE EVENTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO

Claygate is lucky to have a hard-
working and creative village
association that has led many
campaigns over the years to keep our
community special. The Claygate
Village Association is a non-political
community charity, established in
1946, and all residents of the village
are considered members. Today, the CVA is responsible
for many activities, including the Christmas Lights,
Claygate in Bloom, Claygate Arts and Music Festival, the
Community Day, and Flags in The Parade. This is what
we have coming up:

THANK YOU PARTY AND AGM
Wednesday November 16 at 7.30pm, Holy Trinity Church
Hall, Church Road. Everyone welcome. Join us to say
thank you to all our volunteers who have worked so hard
over the past year organising our events.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS EVENT 2022
Saturday November 26 from 4pm to 6.30pm, in The
Parade. After two years without an event, we are looking
forward to reintroducing the Christmas Lights Switch-On.
There will be stalls, carols, school choirs and more.

TUBS ON THE PARADE AND HARE LANE
Claygate in Bloom plants and
maintains the tubs. This summer’s
heat has made it challenging to
keep the tubs watered and thanks
are due to the team of 12
volunteers who have kept the tubs
looking amazing.

CLAYGATE OPEN GARDEN
TRAIL See page 8 of this edition.

For information about other
activities contact Caroline: 01372 465048, or email
ccartwright5748@aol.com.
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NEXT GENERATION PHONE MASTS POSE
DELICATE BALANCING ACT

A rising number of planning applications for 5G masts has
been referred to Claygate Parish Council Planning
Committee for review in the past year. The parish council
is an official consultee on such matters and the planning
committee has had to consider how best to protect the
interests of Claygate residents.

There are clear benefits in enhancing 5G coverage, as
supported by government policy to improve digital access
and experience. But there are also clear drawbacks in
terms of the visual appearance of large, tall masts and
where these masts are sited.

The committee took the view that it should try to engage
with all 5G providers to encourage shared infrastructure
and explore opportunities to consolidate, and therefore
reduce, the number of base stations with the overall goal
of minimising the environmental impact. This approach
involved writing to suppliers, asking them to confirm the
extent to which they have liaised with other companies
regarding the sharing of sites and infrastructure and their
plan for providing 5G coverage to the village - including
how many masts and other devices they planned to install.
All of this has been carried out in conjunction with
planning colleagues at Elmbridge Borough Council.

This is currently a work in progress and we will update you
in the next Courier, as well as through the published min-
utes shared on our website.

THE DRAFT LOCAL PLAN

An important issue in the past year has been Elmbridge
Borough Council’s Draft Local Plan. Claygate Parish
Council was pleased to be able to support the plan
wholeheartedly, mainly because it committed to releasing
no Green Belt land for development, which we know
residents have been keen to safeguard.

We made this clear in a presentation at a public meeting
in July, which was supported by a planning consultant
engaged by the council and attended by more than 100
residents. The presentation shown at the meeting, pictured
below, can be viewed on the parish council website.

At the time of writing, we understand Elmbridge is reading
the representations it received during the Representation
Period, which ran from June 17 to July 29, and that it will
be submitting all comments received to the Planning
Inspector for the official Examination in Public.

Before submission to the Planning Inspector, the Draft Lo-
cal Plan and a summary of the representations received
will go to Elmbridge Cabinet and Council in the autumn. At
the moment, the submission, examination and adoption
dates are yet to be agreed. We will keep you updated on
progress through the Courier and planning committee min-
utes published on the parish council website.

POTENTIAL EXPANSION OF THE ULEZ ZONE

Transport for London has recently
consulted on the potential expansion
of the Ultra-Low Emission Zone to the
whole of the Greater London Authori-
ty boundary from August 2023.

The £12.50 daily charge is meant to
discourage more heavily polluting
vehicles and is imposed according to
their level of emissions, rather than
their age. However, petrol cars that meet the Ulez stand-
ards are generally those first registered with the DVLA af-
ter 2005 and diesel cars are generally those first
registered after September 2015. But there are many ex-
ceptions - it's simple to find out whether your vehicle is
exempt by checking on the Ulez page of the TfL website.

If the Ulez area is extended by TfL, local residents who
have older vehicles and need to cross into Greater London
for work, schools, hospitals, to provide care, or for family
visits will be charged.

While recognising the desire to reduce emissions, we have
expressed concern about the potentially adverse impact
on Claygate residents, including the possibility of in-
creased traffic as vehicles divert at the Greater London
boundary in order to avoid the charge; limiting access to
Kingston Hospital; and the lack of a car scrappage scheme
for Surrey residents to help them change their vehicle,
while one is being offered to Greater London residents.

HANGING BASKETS AND TROUGHS

Elmbridge Borough Council provides hanging baskets and
troughs for parts of the village, primarily in The Parade.
Additionally, your parish council identifies other locations
in Claygate and pays Elmbridge to install and maintain
them. Despite the challenging summer weather and the
need to conserve water, they have added a colourful dis-
play to the village. The council also thanks the Claygate in
Bloom volunteers for all their continuing efforts in planting
and looking after the flower tubs.



COMMUNITY
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YOUNGSTERS ENJOY A BUSY TIME AT THE
HUB - AND YOU COULD, TOO

It's been an active time at The Hub, the centre for young
people aged 11-19 at the heart of Claygate in Elm Road.
Not only does it offer free and fun youth sessions and sup-
port for the village's youngsters, it also provides a space
that can be hired.

In recent months, The Hub has been
used by a range of community
groups, including as a base for Elm-
bridgeCAN’s local refugee support.
And last term, young people enjoyed
a "bucking bronco" western night
and an animal-handling safari
evening when 50 youngsters min-
gled with meerkats, snakes and a
horrifyingly hairy tarantula.

Recent youth activities have been
funded by a grant from Claygate

Parish Council that has enabled the regular cooking work-
shops, arts, crafts and sports to continue, as well as some
much needed water fights to cool down in the heat.

A priority for The Hub now is to build stronger relationships
with local schools and children’s support services, as well
as creating a network of individuals and local businesses
who could provide better opportunities for young people.

With our refurbishment nearly fin-
ished and with interesting projects
waiting to start, The Hub needs you to
support its future. Could you be:

● A trustee - join our enthusiastic
team to help with decision making
and new ideas; any experience is wel-
come (especially legal skills).

● A youth session volunteer - who en-
joys sports, crafts, listening, playing pool, cooking etc.

● A drop-in mentor/job coach - could you share your skill
for an hour with a small group? All occupations welcome.

● An odd jobber - we’d love your help finishing off a bit of
painting or gardening.

● A new initiative leader - anyone with LGBTQ+ working
experience, or who has worked in mental or physical
health would be particularly welcome.

Contact hello@claygatehub.org.uk or call 07900 021942
and speak to Katie about helping or hiring. Donations are
always welcome at: https://localgiving.org/charity/
claygate-youth-and-community-hub/

EXCITING NEW PLAYGROUND ON THE WAY

An exciting new playground, featuring a host of new
equipment, is being installed in the play area of the
Recreation Ground for the village's children to enjoy. By
the time this edition of the Courier reaches you, the new
play area should be nearing completion, if everything goes
according to plan.

The parish council is delighted that Elmbridge Borough
Council responded to its calls to refurbish the playground.
Your parish councillors decided to top up Elmbridge
Council’s refurbishment plans with an extra piece of
equipment, the Starsurfer, which it has given to the
borough council in recognition of the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee.

SURGERY CHARITY IN URGENT NEED

Friends of Capelfield, a
charity that supports patients
of Capelfield Surgery, is in
urgent need of new
committeee members. It has
raised more than £155,000
since its creation in 1995,
providing equipment, facilities
and items for the surgery to the benefit of its patients.

The charity is in particular need of people with expertise in
website management and social media. Helping out does
not have to involve a lot of time: there are usually only four
meetings a year and, as with many charities, volunteers
can spend as much or as little time as they like.

Being a trustee also provides an insight into how the
practice is run and gives an opportunity to help Capelfield
achieve its ambitions, as well as representing the views of
local residents registered with the practice. If you think
this might be of interest, please contact
friendsofcapelfield@gmail.com or call 07913 408491.

https://localgiving.org/charity/claygate-youth-and-community-hub/
https://localgiving.org/charity/claygate-youth-and-community-hub/
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THE COST OF LIVING

WHERE TO FIND HELP LOCALLY AS
PRICES AND INFLATION RISE

All households will be affected by soaring energy costs
and rising inflation, but some will be stretched more
than others, in spite of the £2,500 cap on average
annual bills. We have compiled this information about
the help available to those most affected in our area.

GOVERNMENT PAYMENTS

Levels of help are likely to change, but this was the
position at the time of printing:

Eligible households on means tested benefits, including
universal credit and pension credit, will receive £650.
The first payment of £326 was made in July; the
remaining £324 will be made this autumn. Payment will
be made automatically to most eligible households. The
rules on eligibility are inevitably complicated, but can be
found on the gov.uk website.

Every household should also receive a
£400 energy discount, paid over the six
months from October to next March: £66 or
£67 will automatically be deducted from
bills each month by energy suppliers. There
is no need to apply, except for those using
a traditional payment meter, who should
receive a voucher that can be cashed at a
post office.

The government’s winter fuel payments,
paid to all households that include
pensioners, will also provide support of up
to £600. They have been increased by between £150
and £300 this year, on top of the current payment of
between £100 and £300, depending on eligibility.

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU

The trained staff and volunteers at the Esher and
District Citizens Advice Bureau can offer help on many
issues. The Citizens Advice Esher and District office can
be found in its new home in the Civic Centre in Esher
and its staff can advise on the following:

● Grants to help pay off energy debts
If you’re in debt with your energy supplier, you might be
able to get a grant to help pay off those debts. If your
supplier doesn’t offer grants, you might be able to get
one from the British Gas Energy Trust:
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/energy/energy-
supply/get-help-paying-your-bills/struggling-to-pay-your-
energy-bills/

● Agreeing a payment plan with your energy supplier
If you’re struggling to pay your energy bills, you should
tell your supplier that you want to pay through a
payment plan that will cover what you owe plus an
amount for your current use. You will pay fixed amounts
over a set period, so that you can pay what you can
afford. Your supplier has to take into account how much
you can afford and how much energy you’ll use in the
future.

● Help to Claim Universal Credit
If you're out of work or on a low income, you might be
eligible for Universal Credit. The advisers can help you
make your first claim. Speak to them over the phone or
on webchat, 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday:
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/about-us/contact-
us/contact-us/help-to-claim. Freephone 0800 144
8444.

● Check if you’re eligible for the Warm Home Discount
Scheme: www.gov.uk/the-warm-home-discount-scheme

● Help with school costs
If you’re on a low income or claim Universal
Credit, you might be able to get free school
meals for your children. You can apply for free
school meals on the gov.uk website. If you
qualify, you might be able to get other help
with school costs - and your child's school
might get extra money. You might also be
able to get help from your local education
authority with some costs, such as uniforms,
school activities and school transport:
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/family/education/
help-with-school-costs

● Healthy Start vouchers and free vitamins
If you're on a low income and you're at least 10 weeks
pregnant or have a child under four years old, you might
be able to get free vitamins and Healthy Start vouchers
for milk, fruit and vegetables and infant formula milk.
Ask your midwife or health visitor if you might be eligi-
ble. You could also call the Healthy Start helpline on:
0345 607 6823 or check online:
www.healthystart.nhs.uk/how-to-apply

Contact Citizens Advice Esher and District: 01372
464770; bureau@eshercab.org.uk. For more informa-
tion visit: www.eshercab.org.uk

FOOD BANKS

The main local food bank covering clients living in
Claygate is East Elmbridge, which has hubs at Thames
Ditton and Molesey. Kingston food bank, which has

gov.uk
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/energy/energy-supply/get-help-paying-your-bills/struggling-to-pay-your-energy-bills/
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/energy/energy-supply/get-help-paying-your-bills/struggling-to-pay-your-energy-bills/
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/energy/energy-supply/get-help-paying-your-bills/struggling-to-pay-your-energy-bills/
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/about-us/contact-us/contact-us/help-to-claim
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/about-us/contact-us/contact-us/help-to-claim
www.gov.uk/the-warm-home-discount-scheme
gov.uk 
gov.uk 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/family/education/help-with-school-costs
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/family/education/help-with-school-costs
www.healthystart.nhs.uk/how-to-apply 
www.eshercab.org.uk 
www.eshercab.org.uk 
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THE COST OF LIVING

hubs in Kingston, Surbiton, New Malden, Tolworth and
Chessington, will also serve people from Claygate. But
not all local food banks are open to people living in
Claygate, one example being Cobham.

You need a voucher before you can visit a food bank
and these can be acquired by calling the Citizens Advice
Bureau, a housing association, a child's school, social
services, Holy Trinity Church, or other services. If you
speak to them about your situation, they will give you a
code number that serves as a voucher for a food parcel.
The food parcels provide a minimum of three days’ nu-
tritionally balanced emergency food, and any extra toi-
letries or cat/dog food you requested. You can visit the
food bank no more than once a week.

Addresses and opening times are:
● Thames Ditton: St Nicholas' Church Hall, Summer
Road, Thames Ditton, KT7 0QQ. Tuesday 10am-
11.30am.
● Molesey: St Peter's West Molesey Community and
Youth Hub, Ray Road, West Molesey, KT8 2LG.
Thursday 10am-12 noon.
● Kingston: Kingston Everyday Church, 46 Union Street,
Kingston-upon-Thames, KT1 1RP. Tuesday 11am-
12.30pm and Friday 11am-12.30pm.
● Surbiton: Surbiton New Life Baptist Church, 1 Balacla-
va Road, Surbiton, KT6 5PW. Monday
6pm-7pm.
● Chessington: The King’s Centre, Copp-
ard Gardens, Chessington, KT9 2GZ.
Wednesday 9am-10am.
● New Malden: New Malden Baptist
Church, 1a Westbury Road, New Malden,
KT3 5BE. Thursday 10am-11.30am.

● Tolworth: Hamilton Avenue, Tolworth, KT6 7PF. Friday
10.30am-11.30am.

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH

Holy Trinity is able, in appropriate cases, to issue
vouchers for food banks. Contact
churchoffice@htclaygate.org. It also offers many kinds
of support to the Claygate community, including
pastoral support, which could be helpful in these times.
See https://htclaygate.org/activities/pastoral-care/. It
also provides many activities for seniors - see
https://htclaygate.org/activities/seniors/. And there is
a care line which can be contacted on 07598 029445
or by email: care@htclaygate.org

COULD YOU HELP?

The government’s winter fuel payments to pensioners,
as well as the £400 energy discount for all households,
are universal and paid irrespective of need. Anyone
feeling they do not need this assistance could put it to
good use by making a donation to the Citizens Advice
Bureau or the food banks. Gift aid increases it by 25 per
cent, and higher rate taxpayers can reclaim 20 per cent.
See
https://eastelmbridge.foodbank.org.uk/give-
help/donate-money/
https://www.trusselltrust.org/make-a-donation/
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/donate?cid=219521

Donations of food can also be made to food banks, but
not necessarily at the same times and places as for
collecting food: for details, see their websites:
eastelmbridge.foodbank.org.uk and
kingston.foodbank.org.uk

Citizens Advice is an independent charity and receives
no central funding. It has a team of volunteers who gen-
erously give up about a day a week to run daily advice
sessions, which keeps costs as low as possible. It re-
ceives about half of the money it needs to run its office
from the council. For the remainder it has to raise funds
for external grants and donations. To help, see
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/2542#!/DonationDetai
ls#%2FDonationDetails

https://htclaygate.org/activities/pastoral-care/
https://htclaygate.org/activities/seniors/
https://eastelmbridge.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/
https://eastelmbridge.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/
https://www.trusselltrust.org/make-a-donation/ 
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/donate?cid=219521
eastelmbridge.foodbank.org.uk
kingston.foodbank.org.uk
kingston.foodbank.org.uk
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/2542#!/DonationDetails#%2FDonationDetails
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/2542#!/DonationDetails#%2FDonationDetails
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KEEN GROWERS JOIN THE WAITING LIST
FOR AN ALLOTMENT

The thriving and lively Claygate Allotment Holders’
Association has almost 200 members and associates -
plus a waiting list to take on any plots that become
available. Keen growers are invited to join the waiting list
(by emailing nickypage@ntlworld.com) as vacancies
usually arise around the October rent renewal period. A
full plot costs £40 a year but there are smaller strips. The
allotments are in Vale Road and Telegraph Lane.

Since the 1980s, the association has been managed by a
committee on land leased from Elmbridge Borough
Council. Previously, the sites were under borough council
control and, further back, deeds of a cottage in Telegraph
Lane reveal that land there was granted to “the poor of
Claygate” in the 1800s by Lady (Ada) Lovelace, the
computer pioneer and daughter of Lord Byron.

Many varieties of vegetables, fruit and flowers are
cultivated, from apples and asparagus (for the patient) to
zinnias and zucchini (quick-growing courgettes rarely let a
gardener down). Some of our produce is involuntarily
shared with wildlife, with deer being annoyingly greedy.

Bees, too, feature on both sites. Helen Valentino’s hives at
Vale Road have been particularly busy, yielding many jars
of honey. Helen (07971 798462) welcomes inquiries
should you wish to know more about beekeeping.

The association also enjoys a social side, hosting an
annual barbecue with Claygate Gardening Society. And for
the competitive, there is annual judging of plots. Winners
for 2022 were: Ann Whittaker, who took the Nash
Challenge Cup at Vale Road; Kim Gilbert, with the Bob
Gale Memorial Trophy for Telegraph Lane; and April and
Neil Dudley, taking the Bamford Cup for best overall.

OPEN GARDEN TRAIL IS BACK FOR 2023

The Claygate Village Association
is alerting all gardeners to next
year's Open Garden Trail, by
asking those who would be
happy to invite visitors into their
gardens to make contact. This
popular event has traditionally
been held every two years and
enjoyed by both the Claygate
gardeners who opened their
gardens and by the many visitors who see the results of
their hard work in a range of settings, small and large,
relaxed and formal.

The open gardens raise funds for the village association
from visitor donations and garden owners can, if they

wish, raise money for their own charities by providing
refreshments: tea and cake always adds to the pleasure
of the afternoon.

Next year's trail will be held on the afternoon of Sunday
June 25. If you would like to take part by opening your
garden, or just find out more, then send an email to
linda@wellsandcompany.co.uk or call 01372 462895.

LACK OF RAIN CAN'T SPOIL SOCIETY EVENTS

The hot weather has been challenging for both gardeners
and gardens this summer. But in spite of the lack of rain,
the Claygate Gardening Society has renjoyed some
fantastic community events, including the Claygate "Get
Involved" day, which saw a great turn out and many new
members. We also took a stand at the Claygate Flower
Show - a good pitch by the entrance to the main exhibition
marquee. It was a wonderful day for all involved, from
new members to casual shoppers, who bought many
plants and flowers donated by members.

The society committee is now organising trips and events
for next year, although we are still without a chairperson
and secretary. If you feel able to fill either of these
positions please let us know. We have also created a new
post of communications manager, which might suit a
younger person looking for experience in marketing and
communications. If you, or someone you know, might be
interested, let us know via our website or email below.

Being a member of the Claygate Gardening Society brings
wonderful discounts at local nurseries and shops, along
with events, use of our garden depot, talks, and more, all
for £5 a year. It really is fantastic value. We’ll be looking
to add more family-friendly events in the coming year and
really would love to hear from you.

You can find out more and join the society via our new
website, www.claygate-gardening.org, where members
can now pay to renew their membership online, as well as
purchase Hampton Court Flower Show draw tickets. To
contact the Gardening Society committee please email us
at info@claygate-gardening.org.

OUTDOORS
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THE TEAM HELPING TO PROTECT OUR
GREEN AND PLEASANT VILLAGE

Vanessa Relleen outlines the vital work of
Claygate's tree wardens

Claygate's active group of tree wardens has been
responsible for the planting of more than 160 trees in the
village between 2007 and 2019, most of which are still in
situ, and it continues to promote awareness of the value of
trees in our landscape.

The national Tree Warden Scheme was founded by the
Tree Council in 1990, using informed volunteers who are
concerned with the welfare of trees. Wardens are not
experts and are appointed by local councils, in our case
Surrey County Council, and organised into groups. Training
is provided, and many resources are available.

I joined the scheme in 1995, the
fourth tree warden in Claygate at the
time. We organised tree walks and
talks, conducted a hedgerow survey
of the whole parish and a woodland
survey of birchwood - and also
planted a new hedge along the River
Rythe in Arbrook Farm.

In 2006, a tree was felled outside
Number 8 The Parade, leaving a sad
gap. Surrey County Council was not
funding highway tree planting at the
time but encouraged Claygate
Parish Council to replace the tree - which then went
ahead.

Granting permission to plant was vested in parish
councillor Ken Huddart, who was very enthusiastic about
the project. He was also given access to the records of
underground services - which we had to avoid. And so
began 13 years of tree planting on village verges.

My three fellow wardens gradually gave up their roles and
in 2008 Margie Richardson joined me and we worked
together on the planting programme. We researched
suitable species, ordered the trees and organised working
parties to plant them. When a resident asked for a tree,
they usually part-funded it and committed to water it in its
early years. In many cases they also helped to plant their
tree, along with Ken, ourselves and various other
volunteers. On some occasions several trees were planted
in one road and everyone, including children and dogs,
turned out to help. I have a map of the planting sites and a
list of species.

Surrey took back control of highway tree planting in 2020
and regulated the process. Today, if you would like a new
tree in the verge near your house you have to apply on the

Surrey County Council website. This involves a non-
refundable fee of £25, so you need to check a few things
first, such as the width of the verge (minimum 1.1 metres)
and that your neighbours won’t object. Trees are planted
from November to March and the applicant will be
expected to water the tree for the first three years. The
tree wardens would be happy to help with the process and
suggest suitable species. There is more information at
www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/permits-and-
licences/planting-trees.

Surrey plans to plant 1.2 million trees by 2030. In the past
year it has offered free trees to parish councils to plant on
land they own - but as Claygate Parish Council does not
own any land, the offer didn’t apply. Instead, your parish
council is focusing on removing dead and dying trees in
central areas of the village and replacing them, if Surrey
allows. In the past year this has resulted in a silver birch
being planted outside Lumino Dentist in The Parade and a

pear outside Claygate Flower House.
Your tree wardens are watering
them.

Gareth Jones and John Ovenden
joined the team in 2019 and over
the past year the four of us have
carried out maintenance pruning of
street trees. Another regular job is to
comment on planning applications
that affect trees, especially those
with Tree Preservation Orders and
those in the two Claygate
Conservation areas. A Tree

Preservation Order is a means of protecting a tree by
prohibiting felling and most pruning without written
consent from the local planning authority, in our case
Elmbridge Borough Council.

The borough council website allows you to search to check
whether a tree is protected, as well as apply to work on a
protected tree or to have a preservation order imposed. To
be considered for a preservation order the tree must be of
public amenity value and capable of a reasonably long life;
there should also be some reason to think it is under
threat, such as from a proposed development. See
www.elmbridge.gov.uk/planning/trees/protected-trees/
for more details.

Conservation areas also provide protection for trees: six
weeks’ notice must be given of any proposed work. Maps
and information are on the borough council website at
www.elmbridge.gov.uk/search/?q=conservation+area.

Margie Richardson recently resigned as a Claygate tree
warden and will be sadly missed. If you would like to get
involved or to know more about any of the above, please
get in touch. Contact: Vanessa – 07595 908160; Gareth -
07757 528715; or John – 07722 933476.

OUTDOORS
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 1. How long have you lived in Claygate? □ 0-5 years □ 6-15 years □ more than 15 years

 2. Have you or anyone in your household used the hall and, if so, in what capacity? (Tick all that apply)

□ Attend regularly (eg Montessori, U3A, WI meetings etc)

□ Attend ad-hoc events (eg parties, dramatic society performances) □ Not at all

 3. How would you describe your household (Tick all that apply)

□ Family with young children (nursery-primary) □ Family with teenagers □ Individual or Family with no children

    □ Retired □ Other (Please specify)

 4. Do you have any interests or hobbies which could make use of the hall if available?

□ Yes □ No     If yes, what are they?

 5.  Do you think improvements to the rear garden would increase the hall’s attractiveness as a venue for events such as
      wedding receptions?

      □ Yes □ No

 6. Would you be interested in a gym/fitness type facility on the site?

□ Yes □No

 7. Would you favour increasing the hall’s use for performing arts (making better use of the unique stage facilities),
     noting the disruption this might cause for regular weekly activities?

  □ Yes □ No

 8. Would you have any interest in hiring a small room with appropriate facilities (wifi, tea/coffee making) for office
     work?

  □ Yes □ No

 9. If you have thought about hiring the hall, and not done so, why did you not go ahead?

     □ Not applied □ Availability □ Suitability □ Cost

□ Other (please specify)

 10. Would you like to expand on your responses or offer any other comments/ideas which might help us to develop the
        hall for the community? (If so, please use a separate sheet.)

Can we call you to discuss further, if appropriate? If so, please provide your name and phone number or email address.
Data will be deleted after three months.

Claygate Village Hall is seeking residents' input on the
development of its future spending plans and
improvements and is asking every household to fill in this
questionnaire. The hall was built in the 1950s for use by
local residents and associations and is led by a
management committee that oversees the running of the
hall on behalf of the trustees. It is asking for a few
minutes of your time to answer these questions so that it
can learn more about how the hall is seen and used by the
community.

You can complete this paper questionnaire by ticking the
boxes, tearing out the page and posting it through the
letter box at the Village Hall. Or there is an online version
at www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/66Y6NHD.

VILLAGE HALL SEEKS RESIDENTS’ VIEWS ON IMPROVEMENTS AND SPENDING

Registered Charity No: 305007

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/66Y6NHD
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SCOUT GROUP MAKES IT A SUMMER TO
TREASURE WITH A HOST OF EVENTS

This summer has been very busy for all members of 1st
Claygate Scout Group, with a range of events and camps
taking place. We held our own Group Camp, with all
sections attending, and on the Saturday evening we lit a
traditional camp fire with everyone joining in.

More than 50 highly excited Beavers from 1st Claygate
joined an outing to go wild at “Beavers’ Bazzaz”. Their day
started at 8.30am at the Scout Centre from where the
Beavers travelled in style by double decker bus. How cool
is that!

The field at Merrist Wood looked extremely colourful and
was filled with a vast array of activities, including many
inflatables spread across the field, a giant bouncy slide,
two adventure climbing frames, water guns, laser tags,
electric go-karts, archery zones, and much more.

Cubs attended the Esher
District Cub Camp at the
Polyapes site near
Cobham, where cubs
from all the packs in
Esher District got
together for a weekend.
The theme of the camp
was the Commonwealth
Games, and each group

picked a country to theme their activities around. The cubs
were also issued with a passport on which they could
collect stamps as they toured the site.

Claygate cubs ran the Canada base, with back-woods
cooking (dough twists and maple syrup), Frisbee golf, and
a maple leaf themed craft activity. Bases run by other
groups involved a kiwi egg and spoon race and a triathlon
involving welly throwing!

The scouts attended Scoutabout, with scouts from all
across Surrey. Days were filled with activities including the
ever popular cave maze, water activities, parascending,

abseiling, and zip wires, as well as lots of smaller activities
and crafts. Scouts and guides could try their hand at more
than 100 activities across the site.

Then we had summer trips with the explorers off to
Cornwall at the end of term, followed by the Troop Camp
to the Yorkshire Dales. I am sure all our members will
have happy memories of the many activities and meetings
they attended throughout the summer.

We are also very proud of three of our older members who
have received awards at Windsor Castle and Buckingham
Palace. Well done Elloise, who collected her Queen’s
Scout Award at Windsor, and to Elloise, James and Alex,
who received their gold Duke of Edinburgh awards at
Buckingham Palace. We are also proud that Elloise was
selected to assist in “Operation Feather” in London,
supporting the Lying in State queue with other scouts from
across the county.

OUR COMMUNITY REMEMBERS
The traditional Remembrance Service and Parade is
planned for Sunday November 13. The Parade, led by 1st
Claygate Scouts, will leave from Hare Lane car park, next
to Champion Timber, at 10.30am and proceed to the war
memorial on Church Road, where there will be an outdoor
service at 11am.

There will be road closures to ensure that Claygate
remembers safely. Please make every effort to join this
community event. Anyone unable to attend in person can
watch the service live via a link at www.htclaygate.org.

DON’T IGNORE IT, REPORT IT

If you spot a problem on the streets around Claygate,
please help the village and report it. It takes just
moments to take a picture and upload it either to the
Surrey County Council website (www.surreycc.gov.uk/do-
it-online/report-it-online) or the Elmbridge Borough
Council website (www.elmbridge.gov.uk/yourstreets).
You can report all kinds of problems such as potholes,
littering and fallen trees very quickly. Don’t assume
someone else will. If you are not sure who to contact
about an issue, please message
clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk for advice.

The colourful field at Merrist Wood

Scoutabout: highly popular

COMMUNITY
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BIG CROWDS WELCOME BACK THE
CLAYGATE FLOWER SHOW

The crowds turned out in force to welcome back the
annual Claygate Flower and Village Show which returned
to the Recreation Ground in July after a two-year absence
due to Covid restrictions.

The attendance was heart warming, especially for the
army of organisers and volunteers who take such pride in
organising this event and making it appeal to all
generations.

All the popular events and stands, such as the arena
entertainment, the dog show, the classic car show,
traditional games and sports for children, exotic creatures
and other animals, the fairground, a tug-of-war, the stalls
village and the gin and fizz tent were well attended. New
attractions included a balloon modeller and Disney
characters.

Meanwhile, in the main marquee, visitors were reminded
of the roots of the show, which dates back to 1903, with
the traditional exhibition of a wide variety of displays from
floral and horticultural, to handicrafts, photographs and
art entered by local residents, with prizes awarded. The

much-loved junior section also provided an opportunity for
schoolchildren to display their creative skills again.

There were fewer exhibits this year, partly due to a lack of
eligible items for the floral and horticultural sections
because of the exceptionally dry weather, but the overall
quality was as high as ever.

The organisers extend a huge thank you to all who came,
with special thanks to all who helped on the days before
the show to erect the marquees. Without their incredible
and generous support, the event would not have taken
place.

RUNNERS RETURN TO KICK-START
THE HOLIDAY FESTIVITIES

About 300
runners took part
in this year's fun
five-mile race
around Claygate
that traditionally
kick-starts the
week of festivities
that have become
a hallmark of Claygate village life at the beginning of the
summer holiday period.

Athletes of all ages and ability took part in the run, with
local residents being joined in the race by members of
several running clubs. The winning time was an
impressive 28 minutes and nine seconds.

The run was made extra special this year by the mother
and daughter prize for the fastest time being won by
descendants of the founder of the race. We hope to see
you all next year - either in your running shoes or lining the
streets to cheer on the competitors.

John Bamford

MARY WINS THE 2022 COMMUNITY CUP

Big congratulations to Mary Marshall for winning the
Brian Rhodes Community Cup 2022. Mary has devoted
her energies and skills for many years to helping
everyone in Claygate, whether it be fighting for school
places, campaigning against fly tipping, or a host of
other issues. She has been a parish councillor, borough
councillor and has sat on numerous committees.

Mary says: "A huge thank you goes out to everyone who
supported this nomination. I am extremely flattered and
grateful to be considered. And I will continue to work for
Claygate and find projects to which I can apply my
support and energy."

COMMUNITY
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HIGHLIGHTS MAKE IT A SPECIAL YEAR
FOR THE RECREATION GROUND

What an exciting year it has been for the Claygate Recrea-
tion Ground Trust - with the official opening of the beauti-
fully redesigned and rebuilt Claygate Pavilion on April 24
being just one of several highlights. Brigadier Paul Evans,
Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Surrey, led the ceremony, and
representatives from Claygate Primary School and Rowan
Prep – two local schools who regularly use the Rec - cut
ribbons at the Pavilion and the Family Garden.

More than 500 residents and friends of the Rec joined in
what turned out to be a wonderful community event, with
live music, games, ice-creams and more. And even the
weather played its part by giving us a beautiful sunny day.

As the spring and summer temperatures rose, the new
Family Garden became very well used by the community,
but the extreme heat meant that the watering team was in
overdrive to ensure the range of native plants became es-
tablished. It has been designed to attract a range of polli-
nators and other wildlife to a previously barren corner of
the Rec, helping to enrich its biodiversity. The sturdy new
picnic tables have proved popular with those who want to
bring sandwiches and enjoy watching the cricket or buy
drinks and food from the Pavilion café – Pistachios in the
Park.

We were delighted to see the Claygate Flower and Village
Show return after having missed two years on account of
the pandemic. It was a brilliant community day and all
credit to everyone who worked so hard to pull it off. Clayg-
ate’s finest bakers, jam makers, vegetable growers, artists
and photographers were on show and local clubs and soci-
eties provided demonstrations, music and interesting at-
tractions.

The Flower Show was followed on the evening of Sunday
July 10 by the Gig on the Rec, with rock band Supersonic

Queen belting out cover versions of Queen’s greatest hits.
It was a brilliant event for all ages with a terrific atmos-
phere and special thanks must go to Bob Twells and his
organising committee for making the event such a suc-
cess.

The Freddie Mercury impersonator regularly leapt into the
audience to sing classics such as "Don’t Stop Me Now", "I
Want to Break Free" and "Bohemian Rhapsody" as throngs
of children followed him adoringly through the crowd. We
look forward to another successful event next year.

The Trust is always looking to hear from members of the
community about how the Rec can be used in ways that
enrich village life, so please get in touch if you have ideas:
admin@claygaterecreationgroundtrust.org.uk.

COMMUNITY AND SPORT
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NETBALL CLUB SEEKS NEW MEMBERS

For a good run around and a lot of laughs, why not try
a Back2Netball session and rediscover your inner
netballer? If you enjoyed playing at school or college or
fancy having a go for the first time, then get in touch.

The Netball Club plays on Sundays at 3pm.  Contact
cvnetballclub@gmail.com for more information.
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CULTURE & ARTS

BRIDGE CLUB REGROUPS AND OFFERS
QUALITY COMPETITIONS

The pandemic was not kind to bridge clubs in Surrey, with
some closing and others seeing reduced numbers attend-
ing. Bridge clubs that have re-opened after the lockdowns
seem to have found roughly a third of their members have
not returned to the tables.

But Claygate re-grouped and
re-opened and is offering quali-
ty competitions.

Bridge was once an essential
skill for the middle-aged and
middle-class, before the domi-
nation of television and work-
ing hours that stretch into the
evening undermined the idea
of a regular commitment to
play.

The game also requires pre-
cisely four players, at least one
pack of cards, and for everyone
to know the rules. They also
need to be at much the same
level of skill for it to be enjoya-
ble for all, with each pair know-
ing the bidding system they
have agreed to use.

Typically, it takes about a year
of classes or self-study for a
complete beginner to be ready
to enter a club to play duplicate
bridge, in which a pair will go up against several other
pairs in turn, with their relative performances being com-
pared and given scores.

The pandemic has permanently transformed the bridge
world by introducing many players to online bridge. Free
websites, such Bridge Base Online, supplied a lifeline to

players during lockdown. Several members of Claygate
Tennis Club, for example, put to good use the bridge skills
taught to them in the club’s pavilion by teacher Keith Wil-
liams several years earlier.

There is much to be said for online bridge: the computer
shuffles and deals the cards, and prevents anyone from
dropping a card, playing a card out of turn or failing to fol-

low suit. It also keeps the score.
It has, of course, unleashed a
new range of possible ways to
cheat, but it means more bridge
is played overall.

For those keen to learn bridge
from scratch, there are plenty of
bridge teachers and online aids
available, for example at
www.nofearbridge.co.uk. And
for those who already know the
game, Claygate Bridge Club
would be delighted to welcome
you at the Community Centre in
Elm Road, where we play every
Monday evening (except bank
holidays).

The club operates a host sys-
tem, so that anyone arriving on
their own should find someone
to greet them and be their part-
ner for the evening.

Play starts at 7.30pm, so it is
best to arrive by 7.15. The club
is affiliated to the English
Bridge Union, so every session

attracts national Masterpoints for the highest ranked
players on the night. The cost per player, which covers
both play and refreshments, is £2.50 for members, and
£5 for non-members. For more information, see our web-
site at claygate.club or send an email to the secretary at
fay@claygateclub.

Gavin Wilson

CHORAL SOCIETY’S
STIRRING MUSIC

The Claygate Choral Society is
promising a rousing start to the
Christmas period with a concert
of stirring music by Vivaldi, Haydn
and Schubert. This local choir of
about 50 members will be led by
its conductor and musical director
Tim Sandford (pictured left) as

they perform Vivaldi's "Gloria", Haydn's "Nelson Mass"
and Schubert's "Mass No.2 in G".

The concert will take place at 7.30pm on Saturday
December 3 at the Church of The Holy Name, 42 Arbrook
Lane. Adult tickets are £15, with children under 16 free.

They can be bought in advance by email:
secretary@claygatechoralsociety.co.uk, or via the
society's website at www.claygatechoralsociety.co.uk, or
on the door on the night.

www.nofearbridge.co.uk
claygate.club
www.claygatechoralsociety.co.uk
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Claygate's Foley Road
playwright, Juliet Bag-
nall, saw "Ingredient
X", the second of her
"Mr Maudsley” thrill-
ers, staged by the
Claygate Dramatic
Society in May.

The presentation re-
quired the cast to play
actors in a 1950s ra-
dio studio recording
the play - but also
playing their charac-
ters, too. The chal-
lenging roles were
eased slightly by the
format allowing them to read from
scripts.

Directed by Sue Wall and starring Liz
Ness as Louise Maudsley and Ian Royce
as her husband, Charles, the action re-
volved around the secret recipe for a revo-
lutionary substance: a mixture of
gangsters, thugs and Russians were all
intent on stealing the formula and discov-
ering the identity of Ingredient X.

Three near-capacity audiences were kept

enthralled by the action and amused by
the antics of the on-stage sound effects
operator - the playwright herself.

Juliet's first play in the series, "The Dia-
mond Necklace", was performed in 2018,
and was also presented as the recording
of a radio play.

•The dramatic society is now taking a
pause before its next production. Anyone
keen to be involved should visit
www.claygatedramaticsociety.co.uk

CULTURE & ARTS

TOP CLASS MUSICIANS COMING TO CLAYGATE

Another vibrant and varied programme of top quality
classical music has been launched by the Oxshott and
Cobham Music Society which, in spite of its name,
holds all of its concerts in Claygate's Holy Trinity
Church.

The itinerary for its 81st season is having to be re-
scheduled, after the planned first concert in Septem-

ber, featuring Ensemble Mirage, had to be postponed
because of the Queen’s mourning period.

The original programme, now subject to change, listed
a celebrity concert on October 15 with a visit from the
Carducci String Quartet, playing Shostakovich. On No-
vember 26, the Royal Academy of Music is scheduled
to play works including a string quartet by Tchaiko-
vsky, and then the Northern Chords Ensemble offers a
programme featuring Mozart, Mahler and Brahms on
January 21.

On February 4, Eric Lu (pictured), former winner of the
Leeds Piano Competition, returns to play Schubert,
Mozart and Chopin, and on March 25, the Mithras Pi-
ano Trio plays Beethoven, Bridge and Dvorak.

Please check the OCMS website for possible changes
to the programme: www.ocms-music.org.uk. All con-
certs are on Saturdays at 8pm, with doors opening at
7.30. Tickets range from £22 to £25, or membership,
which confers free entry, is £95.

FOLEY ROAD PLAYWRIGHT SCORES A HIT WITH SECOND THRILLER

Playwright Juliet Bagnall and
her sound effects. Top: the
cast of Ingredient X

C:\Users\Peter\Downloads\13.jpg

www.claygatedramaticsociety.co.uk
www.ocms-music.org.uk
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PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday October 6, 7.30pm
Small Village Hall

HIGHWAYS, TRANSPORT & ENVIRONMENT
Thursday October 20, 7.30pm
Treetops Pavilion

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday November 3, 7.30pm
Small Village Hall

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday November 17, 7.30pm
Treetops Pavilion

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday December 1, 7.30pm
Small Village Hall

HIGHWAYS, TRANSPORT & ENVIRONMENT
Thursday December 8, 7.30pm
Small Village Hall

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday January 5, 7.30pm
Small Village Hall

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday January 12, 7.30pm
Small Village Hall

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday January 26, 7.30pm
Treetops Pavilion

HIGHWAYS, TRANSPORT & ENVIRONMENT
Thursday February 9, 7.30pm
Treetops Pavilion

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday February 23, 7.30pm
Treetops Pavilion

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday March 9, 7.30pm
Treetops Pavilion

Please check the council’s website and the community notice
boards outside the Village Hall and next to Boots pharmacy
for agendas and confirmation of dates and times. This infor-
mation is available, at the latest, three working days prior to
each meeting.

Anyone wishing to speak at a meeting should let the Parish
Clerk know in advance. Please also see our Facebook page.

PARISH COUNCILLORS
GIL BRAY
Council chair and ex officio member of all committees

MARK SUGDEN
Council vice chair; Highways, Transport and Environment
Committee; Planning Committee

GEOFF HERBERT
Planning Committee

XINGANG WANG
Highways, Transport and Environment Committee; Planning
Committee

JO COLLON
Highways, Transport and Environment Committee; Staffing
Committee

ANTHONY MARQUES
Highways, Transport and Environment Committee

BRIAN RAWSON
Highways, Transport and Environment Committee chair;
Planning Committee; Staffing Committee

JANET SWIFT
Highways, Transport and Environment Committee; Planning
Committee

MICHELLE WOODWARD
Planning Committee chair; Staffing Committee chair

SUE GROSE
Highways, Transport and Environment Committee; Planning
Committee

CO-OPTED COMMITTEE MEMBERS

PLANNING COMMITTEE

JOHN BAMFORD, MICHAEL COLLON
Tree Wardens: VANESSA RELLEEN, GARETH JONES,
JOHN OVENDEN

HIGHWAYS, TRANSPORT & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

CAROLINE STEVENSON
MARK TYMIENIECKI
WILL HARRISON-CRIPPS

PARISH CLERK
SALLY HARMAN
Email: clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk or call
07741-848719. This is a part-time role and messages will be
answered as quickly as possible.
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