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DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY
Due to current
circumstances, virtually all
planned in person events
are cancelled or will be
strictly restricted
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Sunday 8th November
Details about the
Poppy Appeal
and
Remembrance
Sunday in Claygate
on pages 4-7.
This year we strongly
urge residents to
remember safely, at home.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
Claygate Village Association (CVA),
who manage the annual switch
on of the Christmas Lights, have
confirmed that the event will not be
held this year. They still hope to put
up the lights
in November.
BUT only if
this can be
done safely, in
compliance
with
government
guidance.The
CVA have also confirmed that their
AGM planned for November 11th is
cancelled and will be rearranged to
a future date. If you are interested in
supporting the CVA or can help with
the Christmas Lights, please contact
the Secretary Kate Hallett at
cva@claygatevillage.org
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR
PARISH COUNCIL
In these unprecedented times we
hope and trust that you and yours
are staying safe and well.Your Parish
Council is doing its best to keep in
contact safely with local organisations
and there are many updates from them included in this
issue.We continue to monitor and act on key matters
that impact ourVillage,especially government planning
consultations and the upcoming draft Elmbridge Local
Plan,where we will fight vigorously to protect any
proposed future house building on our Green Belt and
to deal with the many issues raised by residents.
All our meetings are being conducted virtually,
via Zoom, allowed by government legislation.This
will be the case until March 2021.They are open to
the public and press.Anyone who wants to join any
meeting should contact the Parish Clerk, in advance,
for details.We have now launched Claygate Parish
Council Facebook.
We have approved financial grants, during the
pandemic, of £250 each to Friends of Capelfield
Surgery, East Elmbridge Food Bank and Princess
Alice Hospice.Additionally, we bought and donated
materials to Claygate Scrubs.
PRESENTATION OF THE BRIAN RHODES
COMMUNITY CUP

The decision on the winner of the cup would normally
be decided at theAnnual Meeting of the Council in
May and presented at theAnnual Village meeting in
May.Sadly,these were cancelled.At our July meeting,
the award was made posthumously to Ken Huddart.

Ken worked tirelessly on behalf of theVillage.He fought
off the Esher Bypass Link Road;led the creation of the
Claygate ConservationArea;was a member of the Parish
Council for many years;President of the ClaygateVillage
Association;aTrustee of Claygate Village Hall Association
and contributed regularly to the life of HolyTrinity
Church.The Chairman presented the cup to the Huddart
Family at a socially distanced meeting onThe Green.
APP IT SO WE CAN ZAP IT
The NHS COVID 19 app was launched in
September. It is the
next step in the fight
to stop the spread of
Coronavirus.With
multiple functions and
using privacy preserving
technology, the app is the
fastest way to see if you are at risk from Coronavirus.
The quicker you know, the faster you can protect
yourself, your loved ones and others.
Depending on your mobile device,visit theApp
Store or Google Play Store and search NHS COVID
19 app to download.For more information visit www.
nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/nhs-services/the-nhs-app/ To
download and use the app you must:be aged 16 or over,
live in England or Wales and have a compatible iOS or
Android smartphone with Bluetooth.
Coronavirus is sadly still with us, so please continue
to follow advice.To protect yourself and others, when
you leave home:Wash hands, Cover face (wear a
face covering over your nose and mouth in enclosed
spaces), Make space (stay at least a metre away from
people not in your household).
Let’s protect ourselves, our loved ones and where
we live, to help stop the spread of Coronavirus
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Planning Committee Report

There have been a number of recent government
planning policy changes and planning consultations
3.Temporarily lifting the small sites
APPROVED CHANGES TO
NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY threshold
From September, owners and developers
of unused buildings and a wide range of
commercial properties can convert them
into homes without needing planning
permission provided they use the same
footprint of the building. Buildings
considered “essential to the lifeblood of
communities” such as pubs and village shops
are not included.
Homeowners will also be able to add up to
2 additional storeys to their home to create
new homes or more living space through
a fast track approval process subject to
consideration of the impact on neighbours
and its appearance.

GOVERNMENT
CONSULTATIONS
‘Changes to the Current Planning
System’ Consultation Closed.
The above consultation (8 weeks timeframe,
with 35 questions!) concluded on 1st
October.Your Parish Council response can
be viewed on the Parish Council website.
There were four key areas of this
consultation - our comments are
summarised below:

Currently a developer must incorporate
affordable homes on sites that have more
than 10 dwellings. We were against the
threshold being lifted to 40 or 50 dwellings
before there is any requirement to provide
affordable homes – doing so would reduce
the number of affordable homes being built
in Elmbridge.
4.Extending the current Permission
in Principle (PiP) to major
development
PiP was introduced in 2018. Intended for
small sites (less than 9 dwellings per half
hectare) to determine viability without
significant expense to a developer. Once
granted, technical details follow.
CPC disagreed with the proposal to allow
PiP for major development. PiPs have to be
determined in 5 weeks and there is only a
14 day consultation period. There is limited
information required in a PiP application
upon which to make a considered decision
and the short timelines would restrict the
ability for residents and councillors to be
involved in the process.

‘PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE’
CONSULTATION CLOSES
1.Changes to the standard method for 29TH OCTOBER
assessing local housing need.
We strongly opposed this. The proposed
new standard methodology indicates that
the housing target for Elmbridge (58%
Green Belt) could increase from the already
unachievable 623 homes per annum to 774
homes per annum.
Mark Sugden notes we stated: ‘Far from a
policy of levelling up the UK, this is a policy
that would require concreting over our
Green Belt. It removes the critical principle
of local communities determining where
housing goes’.
2.Securing of First Homes through
developer contributions
Your Parish Council strongly supported
initiatives to increase delivery of affordable
homes.
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This proposes sweeping changes to the
planning system. Local Planning Authorities,
in our case Elmbridge, would be obliged
to classify all land available in one of
three categories – Growth, Renewal and
Protected.
Land classified within the “Growth”
category could be developed without
planning permission provided it meets
certain limited criteria specified by the
local authority. Land classified as “Renewal”
would still require planning approval, but the
criteria would no longer be totally controlled
by our local authority as only certain limited
criteria would be determined locally. Land
classified as “Protected” could not be built
on except under exceptional circumstances.
Green Belt and Open Spaces would be

expected to come under this category.
However, that does not mean that our
existing Green Belt will be protected as EBC,
as part of its draft Local Plan, may seek to
reclassify some of our existing Green Belt to
the “Growth” or “Renewal” categories. Only
after the Local Plan is agreed would Green
Belt land likely fall under the “Protected”
category. Claygate Parish Council will publish
its responses to this consultation on our
website and we urge residents to respond to
this consultation at https://www.gov.uk/
government/consultations/planning-for-thefuture/planning-for-the-future
The final Consultation, ‘Transparency and
competition: a call for evidence on data
on land control’, is highly technical and
your Parish Council has determined not to
respond to this consultation.
CPC recognises the need for more
“affordable” housing but it is deeply
concerned about the potential impact of
these consultations and a mandatory new
housing target which could lead to potential
development on Green Belt land – we will
continue to strongly resist any declassification
of any existing Green Belt in and around
Claygate for housing.

ELMBRIDGE (EBC)
LOCAL PLAN UPDATE
We continue to monitor the progress of
the developing, draft EBC Local Plan.
EBC has just published an updated Draft
Local Development Scheme, 2020-2023.
This indicates that the key next step in
the process, known as Regulation 19
draft Local Plan representations will
occur in Jan/Feb 2021. This can only
take place if EBC has issued a draft Local
Plan prior to this – we are watching this
extremely closely and remain committed
to resist any draft plan that includes
housing development on our Green Belt.

CLAYGATE PARISH COUNCIL
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Highways, Transportation And Environment Committee Report

GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION ON PAVEMENT PARKING
HAVE YOUR SAY – CLOSES 22nd NOVEMBER
The Government is consulting on whether to
introduce new regulations on pavement parking.
Below is a brief summary from the consultation,
potential proposals and how to respond.
Although the ‘pavement’ is defined as the
‘footway’ in legislation, the more commonly
used term ‘pavement’ is used to mean the part
of a highway which shares its border with the
carriageway (‘road’) on which there is a public
right of way on foot.This is distinct from a
‘footpath’, which does not border a road.
The Department of Transport (DfT) notes
that many places were not designed to
accommodate today’s high traffic levels and at
some locations, especially in residential areas
with narrow roads and no driveways, the
pavement is the only place to park without
obstructing the carriageway.
They further state ‘… irrespective of whether
pavement parking is deemed necessary, there
are inherent dangers for all pedestrians being
forced onto the carriageway and into the flow
of traffic.This is particularly difficult for people
with sight or mobility impairments, and those
with prams or buggies.While resulting damage

to the pavement and verges is, uppermost, a
trip hazard, maintenance and personal injury
claims are also a cost to local authorities’.
Since 1974, parking on pavements, with
certain exceptions, has been prohibited in
Greater London. A national prohibition was
enacted in Scotland in November 2019, yet to
come into force.The reverse applies elsewhere
in England, where parking on pavements and
verges is permitted unless specifically prohibited
by a local authority (either street-by-street or
zonally); the prohibition requiring a formal
Traffic Regulation Order (TRO).
DfT is seeking views on:
1.Whether the TRO process, under which
local authorities can already prohibit pavement
parking, is sufficient and proportionate to
tackle pavement parking where it is a problem
(Option 1); or if not:
2.Which of 2 other specific options you prefer,
namely:
-legislative change to allow local authorities
with civil parking enforcement (CPE) powers

CLAYGATE SPEEDWATCH
NEEDS YOU!
Claygate Speed Watch comprises a
small group of local residents who
work with, but are independent
of the Parish Council, and support
the Surrey Constabulary in helping
to keep Claygate a safe space, by
reminding drivers that the roads
through our village have a 30mph
speed limit.
We do this at two pre-surveyed sites approved by Surrey Police and
always indicated by Speed Watch signs, at random one hour recording
sessions to ‘remind’ drivers that the speed limit is 30 mph.
We need two or three new volunteers who after training would join
the team to carry out one hour sessions, typically once a month.With
COVID-19 we are down to two active volunteers, reducing the number
of sessions we can staff - each session requires two trained volunteers.
After online training by Surrey Constabulary you would join the team.
A roster is published three months in advance and can be altered to fit
individual requirements.
Contact Mark Tymieniecki on 01372 461104 or mark.tymieniecki@
btinternet.com with Speed Watch in the message.

-legislative change to introduce a London-style
pavement parking prohibition throughout
England (Option 3).
3.Any alternative proposals you may have for
managing pavement parking.
The DfT recognises that there are pros and
cons for each of the options.
Respond by online survey www.smartsurvey.
co.uk/s/2XI2G/ or by downloading the
response form and emailing pavement.
parking@dft.gov.uk or emailing pavement.
parking@dft.gov.uk directly.
(Note: Due to remote working the DfT
cannot accept hard copies of responses.
Please state whether you are responding as
an individual or representing the views of an
organisation).
- Brian Rawson and Mark Sugden

‘FOOTBRIDGE’ OLD
CLAYGATE LANE UP
TO TELEGRAPH HILL
The ‘footbridge’ was washed
away, on the unregistered land
that leads from Old Claygate
Lane up to Telegraph Hill.
Surbiton Golf course drains onto
this area making drainage quite a
challenge.
The ‘footbridge’ was put in
place by Claygate Parish Council
many years ago to ‘enclose’ the
stream, prior to that the whole
area used to be permanently
muddy.
Volunteers worked out a
method to drag the ‘footbridge’
back into position using a hand
winch at no cost. Thank you! It is
back in position and CPC has paid
for a contractor for concreting/
finishing to secure it in place.

WORKING FOR YOU
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to enforce against ‘unnecessary obstruction of
the pavement’ (Option 2)

Washed away footbridge

Winching the footbridge

Footbridge back in place
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2020 RBL Poppy Appeal

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2020
The RBL is the major voice for Service and
ex-Service people. Nearly 10.5 million
people are eligible for their help. It provides
financial, social and emotional support to
those who have served or who are currently
serving in the Armed Forces and their
dependants.
The Poppy Appeal is the Royal British
Legion’s (RBL) biggest fundraising
campaign, enabling it to make a difference
to our Armed Forces community and their
families. It is a priority every year.
The Poppy Appeal and Remembrance
honours the fallen, the contributions of elderly
members of the Armed Forces community
who demonstrated strength in adversity and
the contributions of a new generation of the
Armed Forces community who continue to
defend our country and who this year have
stood alongside essential workers on the
frontline in the fight against Covid-19.
THIS YEAR WILL BE A TOUGH YEAR
As the RBL marks its 99th Poppy Appeal, it
is presented with huge challenges that the
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic has had
across our society. RBL has an important
and continuing job to do – the impact of
Covid-19 has left some in the Armed Forces
community, as in so many others, in dire
need of urgent help and support. Partners,
volunteers, fundraisers, members, and
staff will come together and get behind the
Appeal in a way not asked of them before.
In spite of the challenges faced, alternative
ways to bring the appeal into communities
across the country have been devised.
Poppy Appeal 2020 Priorities
Most important is the safety of the public,
the Poppy Appeal Organisers (PAO’s)
and other volunteers, members, military
personnel, and RBL staff. At the same time
the RBL hopes to ensure that everyone who
wants to take part in Remembrance can
do so, either by making a donation for the
traditional poppy, or by taking part in other
activities that have been put in place as part
of the RBL’s contingency plans.
Poppy Appeal 2020 Activities
RBL has confirmed that its corporate
partners, major supermarkets, banks and
other national and regional retail stores will
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This year will be a tough year. As the RBL marks its
99th Poppy Appeal, it is presented with huge challenges that the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic
has had across our society.
be offering poppies direct to the public in
more than 10,000 outlets across the UK.
Even with this support, the RBL may not
be able to deliver boxes of poppies to every
location which has supported the Appeal in
the past. For more information on activities
and how you can help, visit the RBL Poppy
Appeal website www.britishlegion.org/
poppyappeal
Unmanned Poppy Appeal Collection
Tins & Trays
To enable social distancing, hand-held
and house to house collections will not be
permitted this year.
RBL has recommended that the number
of premises visited by the local PAO be
limited to those with high footfall and
long opening hours. High-footfall sites
volunteering to take part will be asked to
take additional collection boxes and stocks
to reduce the number of replenishment
visits. In Claygate, almost all sites have
been and are classed as unmanned,

complying with the general requirements
for the 2020 collection.
Poppy Wreaths
In Claygate, wreaths have been ordered
by the Claygate PAO for all who ordered
wreaths in support of the 2019 Poppy
Appeal, both local organisations and private
individuals.
Queries relating to the RBL Poppy
Appeal in Claygate should be addressed to
the Claygate PAO, Hugh Stephenson. The
PAO will be following the Legion’s Risk
Assessment checklist which complies with
the Government’s advice for minimising
the Covid-19 risk. For questions related to
Remembrance Sunday in Claygate please see
the opposite page.
Hugh Stephenson, Claygate RBL Poppy
Appeal Organiser (PAO)
01372 464 217
07950 029 130
hughstephenson07@gmail.com

LEST WE FORGET
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Remembrance Sunday 2020

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY IN CLAYGATE
The local organisers of Remembrance
Sunday in Claygate, Claygate Parish Council,
1st Claygate Scouts and Holy Trinity Church
have, for months, been discussing and
consulting on the options for Remembrance
Sunday 2020.
OUR SOLE PRIORITY IS THE
HEALTH AND SAFETY OF OUR
RESIDENTS. Following Government,
Surrey County Council and Elmbridge
guidance and due to Covid-19 restrictions,
sadly, but rightfully the Remembrance
Sunday commemoration will be severely
restricted this year.
Elmbridge Borough Council (EBC) has
stated that all parades, road closures and
general commemoration gatherings are
all stood down. Informal gatherings will
be actively discouraged in the context
of government guidance, the inability
to guarantee social distancing beyond 6
people and the consequent difficulty of
organisers to safely manage the numbers
and the associated public health risks.
With sincere regret the Claygate
organisers must inform residents that there
will be no Remembrance Sunday Parade
this year. At the War Memorial there will
still be a two minute silence, led by Patrick
Bateman, Vicar of Holy Trinity Church,
and socially distanced wreath laying, in
accordance with government guidelines,
but sadly restricted to a few, ticketed
wreath layers.
Claygate Parish Council has details of
those organisations who have laid wreaths
in the past and will be in contact with
them. Organisations and individuals

are restricted to 1 wreath layer only, to
ensure safety and social distancing. If
any organisation or individual wishes to
lay a wreath on Remembrance Sunday
during the above, they must let the Parish
Clerk know no later than 1st November
so ticketing and social distancing
arrangements can be finalised. Contact
the clerk at clerk@claygateparishcouncil.
gov.uk or telephone 01372 467000.
However, there are still ways that you
can show your respects as you will be able
to join in and watch the wreath laying
from home as this will be live-streamed
via the Holy Trinity Church website
htclaygate.org – after which you can
join in and watch a short all age family
friendly service from the church for
Remembrance Sunday.

WE URGE RESIDENTS THIS YEAR
TO REMEMBER SAFELY, AT HOME.
In addition to watching online you are
very welcome to visit the War Memorial
on Church Road (avoiding Remembrance
Sunday 8 November 10.30 – 11.30am)
to pay your own respects either before or
during the following week (Remembrance
Day is Wednesday 11th November) in
accordance with government guidelines.

LAMP POST/ROAD SIGN
POPPIES
The Parish Council has had large poppies
put up around the Village, sourced from
and paid for by a donation to RBL. They
were attached by volunteers adhering
to Covid-19 guidelines. The RBL is
committed to reducing the impact their
poppies have on the environment and
are working to remove all single use
plastic in the future. The large lamp post
poppies are plastic but they are reusable.
All parts of the paper/plastic poppies
you wear can be recycled.

CLAYGATE REMEMBERS SAFELY
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Remembrance Sunday

Act of Remembrance
at the
Claygate War Memorial

Holy Trinity Claygate

11am Sunday 8 November 2020

Join online via htclaygate.org
6
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ACT OF REMEMBRANCE

ACT OF REMEMBRANCE
AT THE CLAYGATE WAR MEMORIAL
11AM SUNDAY 8 NOVEMBER 2020
JOIN ONLINE VIA HTCLAYGATE.ORG
INTRODUCTION
Let us remember with gratitude
those who in the cause of peace
and the service of their fellow men
died for their country in time of war.
TWO MINUTES SILENCE
As well as remembering the fallen, you may like to use this time to pray for:
• those bereaved through war
• those who suffer in body, mind or spirit as the result of war
• peace in the troubled places of the world
EXHORTATION
They shall grow not old
as we that are left grow old,
age shall not weary them
nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun,
and in the morning,
we will remember them.
All: We will remember them.
THE KOHIMA EPITAPH
When you go home,
tell them of us and say,
for your tomorrow
we gave our today.
THE LAST POST AND REVEILLE ARE SOUNDED
WREATHS ARE LAID AT THE FOOT OF THE MEMORIAL
PRAYERS
After the short service at the War Memorial please stay online to join in and watch a short all age
family friendly service from the church for Remembrance Sunday.
THIS YEAR WE URGE RESIDENTS TO STAY SAFELY AT HOME AND REMEMBER.

CLAYGATE PAYS ITS RESPECTS
Claygate Courier October 2020.indd 7
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Claygate Village Hall Association (CVHA)

Lockdown Notes From Claygate
Village Hall & New Toilets !!
The Village Hall was buzzing in March with
the Arts Festival in full swing when life came
to a juddering halt as lockdown required us to
close the Village Hall. But we had plans .. and
as lockdown began to ease we were able to
implement plans to redecorate the external
frontage and refurbish the toilets.
You may have noticed the redecoration of the
external frontage as we took the decision to go
from entirely white to a white and pale green
exterior.We also had to replace guttering and
repair the rotten timber fascia.We hope you
will agree that the building now looks smart
and ready for action.
The Hall toilets were last updated in 2002
and needed repair and renovation.The main
foyer toilets have been completely gutted
and the colour scheme changed from blue
and white to apricot and wood. Everything
has been replaced – with new wall panels,
flooring, ceilings, low energy lighting on
movement sensors, fire doors, cubicles,
vanity units, sinks, and hand driers.The
accessible toilet has been upgraded with a
change in colour scheme, new furniture
and accessories, a new baby change unit and
a modern automatic door.The more basic
Ladies and Gents in the backstage area have
been renovated with new vanity units, flooring
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and heaters.We have also replaced the water
heaters and have taken the opportunity to
install no-touch flushes, soap dispensers and
taps, which seemed sensible in the light of
COVID-19, although not originally planned.
Through careful management of costs and
project management by our Hall Manager
assisted by one of our Trustees, and using local
tradesmen, we have been able to achieve this
at a reasonable cost, financed by a grant of
£15,000 from the Parish Council, (CIL money
and its own funds) and around £25,000 of our
own retained funds.We hope our hirers will
enjoy the results!
2020 has also brought change to the
management of the Village Hall.The Hall
was Claygate’s community project of
the immediate post-war era, with local
organisations getting together to fundraise to
buy the land and erect the building to provide
themselves with a “home” for their activities.
The Hall is held in trust for the people of
Claygate as an independent charity and the
lettings income finances the costs of running
the building with the trustees drawn from the
local organisations who use the Hall and from
the community.
Sadly, in May, we lost Brian Bagnall who had
been involved at the Hall for many years; first
as Hall Manager, responsible for the upkeep
of the building, then as a trustee, and from
October 2019 as Chair of Trustees when
he stepped into the breach as our previous
long serving chair retired. Brian had a quiet
authority and was a fount of knowledge about

all things related to
the Hall and will be
sadly missed, and our
thoughts are with his
family. Fortunately,
efforts by the previous
chair along with
Brian’s good offices
had brought on board Sally Williams and
George Marcall who have taken on the roles of
Chair and Vice-Chair respectively.
Following lockdown we have worked hard
to ensure that the Hall is COVID-19 secure
and some hirers have re-started in line with
regulations. Following a risk assessment
we have taken numerous actions including;
installing hand sanitisers, providing additional
rubbish bins and paper towels and tissue,
removing curtains and other items from
the hall that are hard to clean, reviewing
our cleaning regime and other procedures,
implementing one way systems and rotation
and quarantining of our chairs.
If you want to book theVillage Hall please contact the
Lettings Manager on enquiries@claygatevillagehall.
co.uk to discuss your requirements. We have a regular
slot available in the Main hall on a Wednesday
morning. In normal times the Hall can also be hired
for parties, (primary age children and adults) and
Wedding Receptions.The committee room is available for
committee meetings and other small-scale uses.
Claygate Village Hall Management
Committee andTrustees.
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Claygate Youth Club Association (CYCA) and Claygate Recreation Ground Trust (CRGT)

CLAYGATE YOUTH CLUB ASSOCIATION
Thank you to all those who responded
to the Surrey County Council (SCC)
consultation on community organisations
taking on the running of their own youth
clubs, as well as the buildings themselves.
The consultation ended at the end of June
and feedback was published in September.
The survey results were decisive with 81%
of respondents agreeing that community,
faith and volunteer groups should use the
youth centres owned or leased by SCC to
deliver universal youth work. From those
who responded it indicated that across all
the youth centres in Surrey, Claygate Youth
Centre was the second most attended. Based

on the consultation outcome CVYA are
working with SCC to progress our vision for
the present youth centre to transform into
The Claygate Youth and Community Hub,
improving opportunities for young people
and the wider Claygate community.
Claygate Youth and Community Hub are
looking for a treasurer for their new board
of trustees for this potentially very exciting
project. The role would be a few hours/
month pro bono. Although the treasurer
carries out financial responsibilities it is not
essential for the person who is appointed
to have an accounting qualification (but it
could be helpful) as there will need to be

bookkeeping, budgeting and preparation of
reports. If you have a passion to support
our youth (age 10-19) and have a few hours
to spare, please contact Vicki Schmidt,
07802 241223.

Claygate Recreation Ground Trust
& Project Phoenix Update
The CRGT are delighted to report that the new Community
Clubhouse with its 1st floor community space named “Treetops” by
popular consent, is close to completion. Armfield construction has
done a fantastic job of continuing the build through these difficult times,
despite the problems and associated delays in delivery of materials.
The Community Clubhouse will include a brand new Café called
‘Pistachios in the Park’- a community café concept from Aysin Djemil
and Ender Turkyilmaz.They have had great success with a number of
community café operations and presented the CRGT with the type
of operation and concept that we were looking for.When asked about
the success of their café operations Aysin commented: “The Pistachios
concept is all about the community, the idea is to get folks back into
local parks enjoying the ambiance and interacting with each other.
Our cafes are great places to meet family and friends. Our facilities
and outdoor areas allow you to spend time with the kids,to relax and
enjoy the green space in the local neighbourhood. Furthermore, step
inside and you will find delicious home cooked food, and barista style
beverages with excellent service and bags of community spirit.”

Helen Maguire (CRGT Chair) commented: “We think Claygate will
love Pistachios in the Park, not only will they provide our community
with quality food, coffee and beverages, but they will also run the new
Community Clubhouse licensed bar and provide catering facilities for
local organisations, parties, and events all year round.”
If you are thinking ahead to the days when we can socialise again,
and are interested in booking the “Treetops”, perhaps for a meeting or
an event, you can find out more at our online booking section on our
website: www.claygaterecreationggroundtrust.org.uk or by emailing
bookings@claygaterecreationgroundtrust.org.uk
Once the Community Clubhouse build is complete, the CRGT will
be able to commence the exciting ‘Garden project’ that will encompass
the Community Clubhouse.The CRGT aim for the landscaping to be
completed by spring 2021, in time for the community to enjoy in the
summer months.
The response to the fundraising request to help with the Garden
Project has been fantastic and to date, with your help, the CRGT have
now raised over £51,000. However, the fundraising for this project
continues. If you would like to donate please go to: https://www.givey.
com/claygaterecreationgroundtrust.There is also still plenty of time
and space left to join The Claygate Community Oak Leaf scheme that
will adorn a wall in the “Treetops”. If you don’t have a leaf already go to:
www.claygaterecreationgroundtrust.org.uk/copy-of-fundraising
In line with other facilities in the area, the CRGT will, from Friday 9th
October, be charging for use of outdoor space to conduct commercial
activities.The charges are in line with outdoor rates charged by
Elmbridge Borough Council.
If you are interested in booking an outside space, information regarding
the rates of hire, conditions of hire for outdoor spaces and how to
make a booking can be found on the online booking tab at www.
claygaterecreationgroundtrust.org.uk/. For queries contact the bookings
administrator at bookings@claygaterecreationgroundtrust.org.uk

PLAY YOUR PART AND GET INVOLVED
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1st Claygate Scouts

NEWS FROM 1ST CLAYGATE SCOUTS

Ever the resourceful bunch, 1st Claygate Scouts rallied throughout the
national Covid-19 lockdown by moving their meetings onto a virtual
platform. During this time, all sections continued in their effort to
achieve badges and engage in many of the regular scouting activities
- there was even a virtual group camp weekend involving all sections
and their families, which was a resounding success. It was by no means
an easy task to sustain weekly distance scouting and the hard work
and enthusiasm of all section leaders, parents and participants must be
congratulated.
As restrictions have evolved, it is with enormous delight that we are
steadily resuming face-to-face meetings back at the Scout Centre with
its shiny new extension. ‘Project Merlin’ was an awesome project for an
extension to the Scout Centre, which was completed in January 2020.
The extension has doubled the size of the first floor meeting room,
providing the opportunity for several groups to meet at the same time,
there is also a new meeting/training room for leaders.
While the renovation of the Scout Centre will in due course enable
scouting numbers in Claygate to grow, under current restrictions, the
focus now is to steadily bring existing scouting sections safely back
together.
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Beavers were the first to resume outside meetings in person at the
Scout Centre during the third week of September, followed by Scouts,
Explorers and the Band. Cubs began their face-to-face meetings week
commencing September 21st. Great care has been taken to ensure
strict Covid guidelines are followed in order to keep everyone involved
safe. An external hand washing station and three outside group meeting
areas have been set up, with additional cleaning and sanitising practices
having been adopted. After the October Half Term, if restrictions allow,
meetings will be able to take place inside the Centre in small groups.
While many of our community and fundraising activities will need
to take a back seat for the rest of the year, our much-loved Christmas
Tree Service will go ahead. Orders can be placed via the website from
1st November and deliveries will take place on the 6th, 13th and 20th
December. Orders can also be submitted by phoning 07941 822905.
Information leaflets will be circulated containing details, but for further
information on pricing and deliveries, visit xmas.claygatescouts.org.
It is 111 years since the Group was established in Claygate having
been registered on 6th October 1909.The number 111 is significant
in scouting as it can be seen in our three-finger scout salute and scout
sign, representing three elements of the scout promise: honouring our
individual faiths and country, helping others and obeying the scout law.
Thank you for your continued support at this time and we look forward
to being back to full operating capacity as soon as conditions allow.
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Claygate Gardening Society (CGS)

Claygate Gardening Society
Claygate Gardening Society (CGS) was
founded 70 years ago in 1950 as a new
Garden & Allotment Society when we
severed links with Esher District Allotments
and Gardens Association. The annual
subscription was 2 shillings (10 pence).
Membership in the first year was 115
and we agreed to affiliate with the Royal
Horticultural Society (RHS). In those days
we ordered seed potatoes, onions, packaged
seed, pea and bean sticks and a small range
of fertilizers which came in bulk and were
parcelled up for members to buy.
Today, we have a member-only depot at the
Vale Road Allotments, where you can buy all
composts, many fertilizers, and most things
needed for your garden or allotment at very
reasonable prices. This has run for many years
and is a valuable resource for our members.
We now open on a Saturday morning from
late February to September between 1112am (longer in the busy season).
The numbers of members have fluctuated
over the years and we have 340 members
at present. Our membership costs £5 per
annum, which also entitles members to 10%
discounts at Squires and Crossey’s in Hinchley
Wood for plant or garden goods and we have
trade prices at plant suppliers (Evergreen at
Banstead and Provender at Swanley, Kent).
Membership gives an opportunity to win
tickets to Hampton Court Flower Show and
periodically we extend this to Chelsea and
membership of Kew.
We used to meet in the Foley Hall and
as numbers increased, we met in the small
village Hall. In 1998, Brian Mathew joined
the committee and agreed to organise
lectures which proved so popular that they
increased until we now have 5 planned talks a
year and meet in the large Village Hall. These
take place from January to April, with a final
one in October. From 2021, Julia Forrest will
be planning the talks for CGS. These evenings
are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month
at 7.45pm in the Village Hall and tea and
biscuits are served. There is generally a raffle
of lovely prizes as well.
From May to September, we offer garden
outings. These garden trips are extremely
popular with our membership. In 2019, we
visited Borde Hill Gardens, Stowe House, and
Thenford Arboretum (Sir Michael Heseltine’s

Garden), Leonardslee (which re-opened
after 9 years), Chelsea Physic Garden and
Petworth House. When Albert Boyman
planned the garden trips, he often took
members on trips abroad, which were hugely
popular. We have an opportunity for someone
to step forward to plan 2021 outings, perhaps
rescheduling some of those cancelled in
2020.
CGS Membership allows entry into Division
D in the Claygate Flower and Village Show,
and we also hold our own mini Flower, Fruit
and Vegetable Show in September. Our AGM,
which is followed by cheese and wine, is
normally in November. Despite competition
from garden centres with their special offers,
our society continues to flourish and meet
to exchange seeds and plants at the depot,
where card payments are now the norm.
Every year in August CGS joins with the
Claygate Allotment Holders Association
(CAHA) for a celebratory barbeque attracting
around one hundred participants.
2020 is not the way we would have liked to
commemorate our 70 years in existence, with
the cancellation of virtually all activities apart
from depot sales. However, we sincerely hope
and trust that we will be able to safely resume
activities sometime in 2021.
We are extremely grateful to our committee,
that meets twice a year, and hopefully new
committee members will come forward
to ensure the future of CGS.The society
represents a valuable management opportunity

for anyone, perhaps newly retired with a
love of gardening, who wants to contribute
to a thriving local community activity. For
membership please contact Keith Clare at
keithclare@hotmail.com

PLAY YOUR PART AND GET INVOLVED
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A previous September mini
Flower, Fruit andVegetable Show

Trip to Leonardslee Garden,West Sussex

The Depot atVale Road Allotments
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Your Claygate Parish Council: Members, Committees and Meeting Dates
Parish Councillors
Mark Sugden
Parish Council (Chair), Highways,
Transportation and Environment
Committee, Planning Committee, Staffing
W/P
Jo Collon
Parish Council (Vice Chair), Highways,
Transportation and Environment
Committee, Staffing W/P (Chair)
Geoff Herbert
Planning Committee (Chair)
Nick Jefferies
Highways, Transportation and Environment
Committee
Jo Lesser
Planning Committee
Anthony Marques
Highways, Transportation and Environment
Committee
Brian Rawson
Highways, Transportation and Environment
Committee (Chair)

Janet Swift
Planning Committee, Staffing W/P
Michelle Woodward
Planning Committee
Xingang Wang
Planning Committee
Co-opted Committee Members (no
voting rights)
Planning Committee
John Bamford
Vanessa Relleen (Tree Warden)
Margie Richardson (Tree Warden)
Highways, Transportation and Environment
Vanessa Relleen
Caroline Stevenson
Mark Tymieniecki
Your Local Surrey Police PCSO
PCSOVicky Holdaway
Email:Vicky.Holdaway@surrey.pnn.police.uk
Elmbridge Neighbourhood Watch
Regional Co-ordinator
John Haberfield
Tel: 020 8398 5256. Email: jhaberfi@yahoo.co.uk

To Contact The Parish Council
Contact the Parish Clerk on 01372 467000 or email
clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk (messages left
on the answerphone will be answered within 24
hours) or the Chair, Mark Sugden on 07548 244422
or mark.sugden@claygateparishcouncil. gov.uk
Please check the website and the Community

Notice Boards outside theVillage Hall and next to
Boots Pharmacy forAgenda and confirmation of
dates and time. This information is available, at the
latest, 3 working days prior to the meeting.Anyone
wishing to speak at a meeting should let the clerk
know in advance.

Parish Council Grants
Claygate Parish Council budgets for grants for local groups or organisations planning a
project to benefit the local community. For 2020/21 it has a grants budget (separate from
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds) of £3,500.
Since the first full Council meeting in May 2020 it has made five grants awards from this budget.
£500 has been awarded to Claygate Youth Club Association towards the cost of a mobile phone
so that it has a dedicated phone line that enables parents/guardians and the Youth Club leader to
maintain contact at all times the Club is operational. This will enhance the safeguarding of both
the youths attending and the volunteers and enable direct contact in any sort of emergency.
Additionally, your Parish Council approved grants early in the pandemic, of £250 each to
Friends of Capelfield Surgery, East Elmbridge Food Bank and Princess Alice Hospice. It also
bought and donated £245 of materials to Claygate Scrubs.
To apply contact the Parish Clerk at clerk@claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk or telephone 01372
467000. Or visit the parish council website www.claygateparishcouncil.gov.uk where there is
a grant application form.
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Parish Council
Meetings
2020

October
29th HT&E
Virtual Meeting

7.30pm

November
5th Planning Committee
7.30pm
Virtual Meeting
19th Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm
Virtual Meeting

December
3rd Planning Committee
Virtual Meeting
10th HT&E
Virtual Meeting

7.30pm
7.30pm

2021

January
5th Planning Committee
7.30pm
Virtual Meeting
14th Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm
Virtual Meeting
28th Planning Committee
7.30pm
Virtual Meeting

February
11th HT&E
Virtual Meeting
25th Planning Committee
Virtual Meeting

7.30pm
7.30pm

March
11th Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm
Virtual Meeting
25th Planning Committee
7.30pm
Virtual Meeting
30th HT&E
7.30pm
Virtual Meeting

Our Borough and
County Councillors
ELMBRIDGE
Alex Coomes

07802 316389

Mary Marshall

01372 289365

Mike Rollings

07979 706737

SURREY CC
Mike Bennison

01932 866367

We have now launched our Claygate Parish Council Facebook
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