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PARISH COUNCIL
MEETINGS
Parish Council meeting dates plus
Environment, Highways & Transport
and Planning meetings to the end of
the year are as follows:

September
4th

Planning
Village Hall (c/room)

8.00pm

11th Parish Council Meeting
Small Village Hall

7.30pm

25th Planning
Village Hall (c/room)

8.00pm

October
2nd Environment
Village Hall (c/room)

8.00pm

16th Planning
Village Hall (c/room)

8.00pm

30th Highways & Transport		
Village Hall (c/room)
8.00pm

November
6th

Planning
Village Hall (c/room)

8.00pm

13th Parish Council Meeting		
Small Village Hall
7.30pm
26th Planning
Ministry Centre, HTC

8.00pm

December
3rd

Environment
Village Hall (c/room)

8.00pm

11th Highways & Transport
Village Hall (c/room)

8.00pm

18th Planning
Village Hall (c/room)

8.00pm

The Parish Clerk and a Councillor will
be available 15 minutes before all
meetings. Please check the community
notice boards located outside the
Village Hall and next to Boots (formerly
Wakefields) pharmacy for Agenda
and confirmation of date and time.
This information is available during
the week prior to the meeting. Anyone
wishing to speak at a meeting should
let the Clerk know prior to the meeting.
Copies of past minutes are available to
read at the Village Hall, Church Road.
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Notes from your Chairman
YOUR PARISH COUNCIL : WHAT IS IT?
Many residents may know what a Parish
Council is and does, others may not. A
Parish Council is the smallest unit of local
government in England, its members elected
by citizens of a local community. Claygate
Parish Council has 10 members who are
elected every 4 years. It raises money through
a small addition (‘the precept’) to Council Tax
which it can then spend, subject to certain
legal constraints, for the exclusive benefit of
the local community. Claygate is fortunate that
local champions fought hard to create our
Parish Council in 2000 reflecting the strong
sense of community and willingness to take
part in community affairs. It is the only Parish
Council in Elmbridge Borough.
YOUR PARISH COUNCIL : WHAT DOES IT DO ?
Claygate Parish Council gives residents, among
other things, officially recognised representatives
of Claygate participating in discussions at both
the Borough and County level. This ensures
residents points of view are heard and provides
a forum to encourage more residents to
participate in contributing to improve the quality
of village life. Funding is also available via the
precept for Claygate’s exclusive benefit. Over the
years your Parish Council has made numerous
grants totalling many thousands of pounds
to Claygate organisations. If your group or
organisation is planning a project for the benefit
of the local community we may be able to help
you by offering a grant (see details on how to
apply below).

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL : 2015 ELECTIONS
In May 2015 there will be elections for Claygate
Parish Council Councillors (on the same day as
the General and Elmbridge Borough Council
Elections). If you would like to contribute your
skills and expertise and become more involved
in shaping the future of Claygate why not
consider standing for election to become a
Parish Councillor. Further information will be
communicated in coming months but feel free to
contact any Parish Councillor or the Parish Clerk
at any time if you are interested.
PARKING SURVEY
Recently one of the most important concerns
raised by residents has been on-street commuter
parking. Thank you to the many residents who
completed the parking questionnaire included
in last edition of The Courier. Topline results and
next steps are included in the Parish Council
Highways and Transportation report on page 3.
It is a pleasure to be your new Chairman for the
current year and in partnership with your other Parish
Councillors I will do all that I can to protect and
enhance our wonderful,
unique Village. Please do
contact any of your Parish
Councillors if you have
any issues, concerns or
ideas. Contact details are
on the back page – we
will do our best to help.
– Mark Sugden

Parish Council Grants
IS YOUR GROUP OR ORGANISATION PLANNING
A PROJECT TO BENEFIT THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?
IF SO THE PARISH COUNCIL MAY BE ABLE TO HELP BY OFFERING A SMALL GRANT.
TO APPLY CONTACT THE PARISH CLERK
E-mail parishcouncil@claygate.info or telephone 01372 467000
www.claygate.info
Grant applications can only be considered by those organisations based in Claygate.

NEWS FROM CLAYGATE PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS
An analysis of the Income and Expenditure
for the financial year to 31 March 2014 is
given below.

Income
Precept			

ENVIRONMENT MATTERS
There was a successful Clean Up Day on 26
April. About a dozen residents came along
to volunteer, aided by an enthusiastic team of
Scouts, Cubs & Beavers who gathered a huge
amount of rubbish from Claygate Common. A
big ‘Thank You’ to all the participants!

46,306

Precept Grant			

2,379

Interest				

337

• Only burn dry material. Ensure it burns
fast. Don’t let it smoulder overnight.

EBC Grant for garden maintenance 3,571
Total Income		

£52,593

• Never burn household rubbish, plastic,
foam, paint or rubber. These can give
off toxic fumes.

Expenditure
Grants made under section S137
Other grants		

0
689

Public projects

4,424

Highways		

1,654

Environment		

10,309

Planning		

50

Communications

		

Operating expenses
Total Expenditure		

£1,843

It is Parish Council policy to maintain a
reserve of £15,000 to cover emergencies.
Any further surplus forms a community fund
to finance major future initiatives.

Surplus for 2013/14
Reserves at 31st March 2014
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28,982
1,843
£30,825

• Never use methylated spirit, white spirit
or petrol to light or encourage a fire.
• Do not light bonfires on damp days, as
the smoke hangs and doesn’t disperse.
• Avoid windy days, when the smoke
could blow over roads or into 			
neighbours’ gardens. On a still day the
smoke will rise upwards and cause less
nuisance.
* Avoid days when people want to enjoy
their gardens e.g. weekends or Bank
Holidays.

£50,750

Reserves

Reserves at 31st March 2013

Litter and fly tipping now seems to be
concentrated in a few black spots, notably the
Station Car Park, the alley between Elm Road
and The Roundway, Claygate Common and
Woodstock Lane South. We are grateful to
those residents who tidy up their own streets to
the benefit of all.

28,888

Surplus
Excess of Income over Expenditure

Volunteers made Clean Up Day a great success

4,737

Grants have been made to residents of
Holroyd Road to purchase bulbs to plant
in the grass verges, residents of Foxwarren
to purchase plants, weed-suppressant
material and bark to reclaim a communal
garden area, Claygate Village Association
for Claygate Christmas Lights, Claygate
Recreation Ground Trust and Claygate
Casuals Football Club.

By the time this reaches you, the autumn
bonfire season will be approaching. Bonfires
can be a nuisance to neighbours and even
a health hazard, especially to people with
respiratory problems. So keep your use of
garden bonfires to a minimum by shredding
and composting as much green waste as
possible, and using the Elmbridge Garden
Waste Collection service. When you do need
to have a garden bonfire, the following points
will help to minimize annoyance to others:

• Make sure neighbours’ washing is not
hung out in their garden!

Fly tipping is a significant blight on the local environment

Dog fouling continues to be an annoyance
along some roads. Please remember to carry
what you need to clean up after your dog
when you take it for a walk. Dog poo contains
parasites that are particularly dangerous to
small children. And please do not indulge in
the disgusting habit of hanging little plastic
bags of excrement from the branches of trees
like offerings to the fairies. There is no such
thing as the Dog Poo Fairy, so take it home
with you or put it in a dog poo bin, if one is
provided.
As the Parish Clerk poetically expressed it:
“So don’t ignore it, it’s his gift to you.
No-one else wants his poo.
Pick it up . He’ll be pleased you did.
Put it in the bin, then close the lid
He pooped, you scooped, what a team!
It also helps to keep Claygate clean.”

Burning household rubbish can give off toxic fumes

If a neighbour’s bonfire does cause you
problems, there is some advice on how to deal
with the matter on Elmbridge’s website at:
www.elmbridge.gov.uk/envhealth/pollution/
bonfiredomestic.htm
There are no Byelaws concerning bonfires in
Elmbridge or any other English Local Authority
and it is the understanding of both the Parish
Council and Elmbridge Borough Council that
approval of Byelaws to control bonfires is not
likely to be forthcoming.

CLAYGATE PARISH COUNCIL

– Anthony Sheppard
Chairman, Environment Committee

PLANNING REPORT

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Update
The changes to the Community Infrastructure
Levy introduced on 24 February 2014 only
apply to domestic dwellings. Previously all
extensions above 100sqM and new build
houses were liable for CIL on starting work
to approved projects. Now self-build and
extensions are as outlined below:
• All self-build and residential extensions will
be exempt from CIL.
• Developers will need to apply for an 		
exemption form from Elmbridge Borough
Council before commencement of work on
site.
• If work has already been started then it is
too late to apply for the exemption form
and the CIL contribution will have to be paid.
• When exemption is applied there will be a
charge placed on the property and if it is

sold within 3 years then the exemption on
CIL will have to be paid in full.
- Noel Isaacs
Chairman, Planning Committee
Elmbridge Borough Council (EBC)
is starting to go paperless
At a recent meeting with the Planning
User Group it was announced that
Elmbridge Borough Council is starting to
phase in paperless communication. This
means that all Planning correspondence,
be it letters or plans will be forwarded
by e-mail, thus reducing their postage
and printing costs. This means, however,
that all planning applications will need
to have a scale bar on the drawings as
there will be no accurate way of otherwise
assessing heights and lengths on the
submissions.
Claygate’s Millenium Sign at half mast.

HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION
On–street parking - Claygate gives its view
As ever, numerous Claygate residents (some
500 households) responded to the parking
survey sent out in the last edition of The
Courier.
A vast majority of respondents
(84%) felt that on-street
commuter parking is a problem.
In response to the question
“What are the problem areas?”
the top 10 highlighted were:
Hare Lane, The Avenue, Foley
Road, Church Road, Gordon
Road, Albany Crescent, The
Parade, Claremont Road,
Aston Road and Loseberry
Road.
All on-street parking
and the introduction
of any future
controls is the
responsibility of
Surrey County
Council, and
we will be

Village Sign

sharing the results of this survey with their
parking team. The survey asked that if parking
controls were ever to be introduced in the
future (no decisions have been made), what
type of controls, if any, would you favour?
Residents overwhelmingly rejected on–street
charging by pay and display machines. There
was limited support for residents permits
(29%) and clear objection to paying for them
if they were introduced. If controls were to be
introduced in the future, the most favoured
option was time limited controls – e.g.
single yellow lines, with a 1 hour period of
no parking during the day to deter all-day
commuter parking. Likewise, 70% opted for
control during weekdays only and 72% in
Zone A (roads centred around the railway
station/Hare Lane Area).
The Car Parks
Some 74% of respondents use the two Elmbridge
controlled Village car parks (Torrington Lodge
and Hare Lane by Champions) with 32% using
them at least weekly and primarily for shopping
(70%). 76% of respondents said that they would
use the Village car parks more often if the free
first half hour was restored. This clear response is
something we will use to lobby Elmbridge B.C to
bring back this period of free parking.
Very few residents use the Station Car park
with only 9% doing so at least
once a week. We would
point out to residents
that the station car park
is currently free on
Saturdays and Sundays!

On the morning of 12 June the Claygate
Millennium Sign at the corner of The Parade
slid down its mounting. The shock broke up
its tiled roof. Fortunately no one was hurt.
Our thanks go to the local traders who
responded immediately, and quickly tidied
up the area ahead of the arrival of the
Elmbridge Street Smart team.
The Parish Council is arranging to repair
the sign, including re-mounting it up the
post, but safety concerns will prevent
replacement of the tiled roof.
The idea of a village sign was originally
spearheaded by the Claygate Village
Residents Association, and a public fund
was set up. Local residents donated
nearly £3,000 and the final design was
decided upon following a competition and
presentation at the Claygate Flower Show in
1999. A Time Capsule, prepared by the staff
and pupils of Claygate Primary School, was
buried at the base of the plinth. Amongst
other things, the capsule contains a list of
names of the donors. This will be preserved
when the sign is re-erected.
– Ken Huddart
Going Forward
The Parish Council adopted a revised draft
parking policy on 10th July reflecting the
above. The Parish Council will now further
review the detailed survey information
provided by residents and discuss these
matters with both Surrey County Council and
Elmbridge Borough Council. No decisions
will be made without further consultation
with residents. This is likely to be via a public
meeting, later this year.
– Ken Huddart
Chairman Highways & Transportation Committee

WORKING FOR THE COMMUNITY
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Claygate Shops - Traders’ Survey
There are around 40 independent shops in
the Village and their existence helps make
Claygate unique in Surrey. In order for
Claygate to remain a vibrant Village, it is
important that our shops are offering the
goods and services that we want.
Recently several of our local shops have closed
down and they have remained empty. The
Claygate Shops would like to do something
positive to combat this falling footfall and attract
us to use the shops more often. They are asking
all residents to help them to be even better by
completing this survey. Input to the survey will
provide data, suggestions and ideas that will be
used to improve the products and services that
the shops provide, as well as helping traders
develop additional products and services that
will be beneficial to Villagers.

1. How often do you shop locally?
 Daily

There are many benefits to the Claygate
Community of shopping locally.
The following short video (two and a half
minutes) provides 10 generic reasons why
shopping locally is beneficial to any local
community, including ours:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wm8mbmzu_Jo
Please watch it!
If you would like to complete an online
version of this survey, please go to this link:
www.quicksurveys.com/s/y3KSe5
Please complete the survey by 30 September
2014. A summary of the results will be included
in the next edition of The Courier.

Please circle one

 2-4 times a week

2. What five shops do you use the most:

 Weekly

 Twice a month

 Monthly

A _______________________________________

C _______________________________________

 Every few months

 Never

B _______________________________________

D _______________________________________

E _______________________________________

3. What products and services could the existing shops provide that would encourage you to shop locally more frequently?
4. What other factors, within the control of the shops, would encourage you to shop locally more frequently?
5. What other factors, outside the control of the shops, would encourage you to shop locally more frequently?
6. What type of businesses would you like to see fill empty shops?
7. What other comments, suggestions and ideas do you have?
8. Please provide the following information:
a) Your Road _____________________________

b) Your Age ________

c) Your Gender _________

d) Number in Your household ________

Please tear out this page, fold and post in the yellow post boxes in Johnstons, The Winning Horse or Londis.

Thank you for completing this survey.
The data you provide will be retained by Claygate Parish Council. The survey will be collected by a nominated representative of Claygate traders. Claygate Parish Council ('the data holders') will
allow nominated representatives of Claygate traders to use the data collected to compile and provide anonymous statistics:
(i) to gain a better understanding of our local shops and their services
(ii) to facilitate suggestions and ideas that could be used to improve the products and services provided by our local shops to benefit both Claygate residents and visitors.
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DISCOVER MORE ABOUT OUR VILLAGE ONLINE

Claygate Brownies Celebrate
The Big Brownie Birthday 1914 - 2014
In 1909, a group of girls marched through the
turnstiles at the first Boy Scout Rally at Crystal
Palace. They gathered round Robert Baden
Powell, founder of Boy Scouts, and demanded
‘something for the girls’. A year later, ‘Girlguiding’
was born, and soon ‘Brownies’ (then called
Rosebuds) began its story in 1914.
In 2014, our two Claygate Brownie units
– 1st Claygate Brownies and 4th Claygate
Brownies, have been busy celebrating 100
years’ of Brownies with ‘The Big Brownie
Birthday’, enjoying a birthday party, holidays and
sleepovers. They are proud of ‘The Big Brownie
100 year Birthday’ display they helped to create,
on The Firs border for you to enjoy until the end
of August.
1st Claygate Brownies was one of the early
units; they celebrated their 90th birthday in 2013.

Modern day Brownies: Inspiring, challenging and exciting

A group of girls and leaders, went on a special
four day ‘Stay Away in Devon’, where they learnt
about marine wildlife and conservation, cleaned
beaches, sang songs with local Brownies at a
beach BBQ, went horse riding and enjoyed an
abundance of crafts and very tasty food.
Brownies are aged between 7 and 10 and meet
weekly in term time. Their new hut in Foxwarren
offers wonderful space and facilities for them
to cook, create, learn, sing, dance and play
games. The hut is shared with Rainbows (5 to 7
years) and Guides (10 to 14 years), all under the
‘Girlguiding’ banner.
In 2014, our modern-day Brownies can earn
badges such as Stargazer, World issues, and
Crime prevention, alongside the likes of Camper,
Cook, and Artist. The mix and match uniform now
includes t-shirts and hoodies, leggings and shorts.
It all helps to move Brownies forward so that it is
always offering something its girls can relate to
and find inspiring, challenging and exciting.
Sadly, 3rd Claygate Brownies had to close two
years ago because new volunteers did not come
forward. The future of our Rainbows and Guides
units are similarly threatened. We have girls
hammering on the door in Claygate, eager to join
in the fun, so new volunteers are always needed.
Today, ‘Girlguiding’ is a modern, nondenominational organisation and ‘Brownies’
remains as popular as ever. There are currently

Big Brownie 100 year Birthday display on The Firs border

enough Brownies in the UK to fill Wembley Arena
17 times over. Brownies is about empowering
girls and giving them a voice and a safe, girl-only
space to try new things, make friends and simply
have some fun.
Claygate Brownies would like to thank everyone
involved in the provision of design and materials
to produce this delightful display for everyone to
enjoy.
Visit the website girlguiding.org.uk to find out
more. Girls and adults can register on-line if
they would like to get involved. Please contact
Jill Judd on 07739 038984 if you are interested
in volunteering locally.

All change at the Claygate Village Hall
The Village Hall has a new Manager after Brian
Bagnall called it a day following a 15 year stint
in charge.
Claygate resident Tony Woolhead took over
in June and noted: “Brian has worked tirelessly
over the last 15 years to maintain and raise the
structural condition of the Hall. He is leaving it in
a great condition and my task now is to continue
his work into the future.”
Indeed, Brian has overseen a number of major
projects which have brought the Hall up to its
current very high standard. Working closely with
Lettings Manager Shirley Round, the two have
orchestrated an almost complete overhaul of the
building, as well as enlarging it.
Shirley said: “Brian’s unfailing good humour
has made it a pleasure for me to work with him.
His dedication to the Village Hall has enabled
us to embark on numerous ambitious projects
bringing this village asset up to such a high
standard.”
The Village Hall is one of the only halls in
Surrey that is self-financing. Built in 1953 with
funds raised by public subscription, it is wholly
owned by the people of Claygate and is run
by a Management Team, overseen by the
Board of Trustees. It sustains an enviably high
usage, having a number of regular hirers, from

playgroups to yoga, as well as providing a venue
for functions.
Chairman of the Trustees Ken Huddart said:
“It was an enormous relief when, in 1999, Brian
became Hall Manager. Dick Greenland’s illness
had left the post vacant and Lettings Manager
Sarah Greenland was having to cover for several
duties. So Brian had to cope with a succession of
emergency situations, particularly the reluctance
of the rear heater to stay on; soon after that, a
hirer fused the entire electrical system and Brian
spent his Saturday finding friends from whom to
beg a fuse.
“He promptly established proper ways of
managing, so that the regulatory authorities got
to recognise the Hall as a model organisation.
This gave Brian time, working closely with his
colleagues, to create annual projects to enhance
the Hall’s image. This has been invaluable in
sustaining business during the recent financial
crisis.”
Brian reflects: “I took over the management
with some trepidation, following the good work
of the previous manager Dick Greenland. But I
have thoroughly enjoyed my 15 years and I have
met so many wonderful people. I was especially
grateful to the Management Committee and the
Trustees who have always given 100% support

WWW.CLAYGATE.INFO

in enabling Shirley and I to progress our many
improvement projects.
“We are very fortunate in having the new
manager, Tony Woolhead, through whom I shall
be able to keep in close touch with the future
success of the hall.”
Regular Hall user Sophie Hardie said: “Brian’s
cheery disposition and helpfulness will be sorely
missed by myself and the team
at the Claygate Montessori
School. Over the years we
have come to depend on
him and regard him as our
Village Hall hero - our fixer,
our problem solver and
our friend who’s always
on hand to help. We all
wish him the best on his
retirement.”

Brian accepting his farewell gift from the Trustees
of the Village Hall
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6000 Enjoy Claygate Flower & Village Show

The Claygate Flower and Village Show basked
in the summer sunshine as 6000 people joined
together on Saturday 19 July.
The marquee showcased over 2000 exhibits,
including home grown vegetables, beautiful
flower displays, home baking, inspiring
photography, art and craft. An intricately
beaded necklace won first in the jewellery class,
and it was encouraging to see so many firsttime entrants to the Show.
This year, the number of Junior exhibits
exceeded the Adult entries, and the judges were
bowled over by the incredibly high standard.
There were papier-mâché African masks,
stunning paintings, and a wonderful cake iced

with 54 individually made Commonwealth
flags - for which nine-year-old Rosa Johnson
won the prestigious Best Exhibit Cup.
Visitors were treated to an afternoon of
entertainment, including a Caribbean Steel
Band, Bollywood dancing and energetic
Zumba. The Fancy Dress Parade included the
under-sevens dressed up as kings and queens,
lions and zebras! 1000 brightly coloured
(bio-degradable) balloons then filled the sky,
representing a rainbow of colours from across
the Commonwealth.
There really was something for everyone.
The ever-popular Dog Show and Shetland
Ponies, Spider Mountain, classic cars, eyecatching stalls, and a whole host of activities
in the Holy Trinity tent.
Sarah Ingram, first time entrant and winner
of the Cheramy Cup, said: “Our family had
so much fun! It was great to take part and
enter some exhibits - I was delighted to win
a cup! My daughters also won the Jubilee
Cup with Claygate Montessori”.
Barry Fairbank, Mayor of Elmbridge, said:
“I didn’t realise how many events go on in
just this one show. It’s wonderful that the

Claygate Flower and Village Show raises
money for other community initiatives as
well - it’s really heart-warming.”

BRIAN RHODES
COMMUNITY CUP
WINNERS
Congratulations to Barry and Bonnie
Fitzpatrick who are this years winners of the
Brian Rhodes Community Cup. The Cup is
awarded annually by Claygate Parish Council
having received nominations from residents
of Claygate. Their enthusiastic, effective and
creative leadership has built a dedicated,
inclusive team of people who every year
organise the ever successful Claygate Village
Flower Show.

440 run Claygate Country Five
It was muddy underfoot but 440 runners
pushed ahead and took part in the Claygate
Country Five mile run on Sunday 13 July. The
crowd was cheering and the runners were
spurred on by friendly faces from around the
Village. Congratulations to all the runners,
particularly to the overall winner, Neil Aitken,
who finished the race in an astonishingly fast
27 mins 43 secs, and Hannah Mae Flynn,
the fastest woman. To see all the results visit
www.claygatecountryfive.co.uk
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GET INVOLVED, MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO OUR VILLAGE

The BIG dig
Claygate Primary School swimming pool
The mud was glutinous. As you dragged your foot
out, more than likely, your shoe was left behind,
sucked greedily down and caked in best Claygate
clay. The scene was desolate, the weather grim,
the workers, a chain gang of dirt plastered, blister
fingered diggers, the site - Claygate Primary
School.
In the winter of 1974/5 we had more than our
share of rain. Each Saturday when we arrived on
the site in Foley Road to work, we found that the
land drains running behind the school, had fed
water into the profile we had, so determinedly,
dug out. First the hired pumps removed the liquid
and slowly the swimming pool shape took form.
It began to look like what we hoped it would
become - namely a swimming pool.
It had all started with an idea from the
Committee of the Parents Association of Claygate
Primary School - 'let us build a swimming pool
for our children.' because there was no way the
County Council would provide one.
A kit was seen that included a plan, the plastic
skin for the pool bottom and sides and pumps
costing from memory, about £14,000. But each
year inflation took the cost beyond the annual
school fete money raised. It seemed like an
impossible dream.
And then came the idea. Each Committee
member invited three other sets of parents to a
special meeting. All who attended this second
meeting were given a few address to personally
deliver an invitation to parents to attend one of
three nights on which we gave a swimming pool
presentation. At the end of each evening, parents
were asked to sign a bank standing order giving
£1 a month for 24 months to our fund. For those
with no bank account, an agreement was made
to have the £1 a month collected. We had an
inspired response. Almost every parent with a
child at the school agreed to take part.
With a fist full of bankers orders, we approached
Barclays, I think, who agreed to advance the
capital sum required to buy the kit.
And so, one autumn day, a group of parents
under the guidance of a parent/surveyor, marked
out distances and levels. Shrubbery was chopped
down and soon little survey crosses grew out of
the cleared area, marking our future battle field.
For surely that was what it was to become. We
fought every cubic inch of the way, as, by hand,
we dug out, cubic foot by sticky cubic foot, the
heavy clay, to create what is now a beautiful
swimming pool.
Throughout that winter, fathers toiled digging
out the shape of the pool. A lot of the dads were
totally unused to the physical labour required.
Many a Monday morning alarm clock sounded
to men with aching backs and arms as they
shrugged into their business suits before setting off
for the City.
And then came the pump house! Our capacity
for laying bricks in a straight line was severely

Current day pupils enjoying the pool

restricted. To this day, some of the lines of
bricks look as if put there by a drunken man
suffering from the DTs. But with one exception, a
professional bricklayer, Tony Cooper came to our
rescue.
Single handed, he put mostly to rights our
amateur efforts. The pump house was built and
the pumps finally installed. One last problem
occurred. As we dug down in what was to become
the 'deep end', we found a huge boulder of
concrete - left presumably by a 'thoughtful' builder
when the school was built. Neither physical effort
nor 'cunning plans' would move it. Finally one of
our number approached the foreman of what I
think was the New Maldon under-pass-to-be.

A deal was struck
and a High-Mac
arrived. With one
scoop of his bucket,
he effortlessly lifted out
our 'problem'. He also
told us that our winter
of work could have
been achieved by him
and his machine in a
matter of days … at
The pool opened on a cost!
Saturday 14 June 1975 One beautifully
sunny day, in the summer of 1975, The Mayor of
Elmbridge turned up to declare the pool open. It
looked magnificent, the blue liner giving the water
a Mediterranean hue. Painted and paved, with
everything working, our Claygate Primary School
swimming pool was finally up and running
The enthusiasm of the parents was matched
by the school staff. All the teachers immediately
achieved life saving qualifications. Since then
a huge proportion of the children of Claygate
Primary School have learnt to swim in the pool.
– Jack Salman
Parents’ Association Committee Member 1973-78

A group of parents dug out the heavy clay to create what is
now a beautiful swimming pool.

Postscript
In 2008, it became clear that far more
work than usual was going to be needed to
bring the pool back into use. It became a
choice between abandoning the pool and
rebuilding it - and it took no time to decide
on the latter. The Parents’ Association
funded the lion’s share of the rebuilding
cost including the repayment of a loan over
three years. There were donations from
elsewhere as well as a sponsored ‘swim’
by the children. The project started in the
summer of 2009 and the contractors,
Falcon Pools, completed work in time for
swimming to resume in September.
Since then swimming has continued to
thrive at the school. Every child in the
school - from 4 years old up to 11 - swims

PLAY AN ACTIVE PART

at least once a week in the summer and
the autumn too. The traditional gala is
held every year - in fact we now hold two,
as the school has grown so much - and
this year we also hosted an inter-schools’
gala, that Claygate won. After-school and
weekend leisure swims are run three times
a week by the Parents’ Association, and
on a hot summer’s afternoon the pool is
buzzing with the noise and excitement of
children and families enjoying themselves.
None of this would have been possible,
of course, without the dedication of those
visionary and hard-working parents all
those years ago.
– Daryl Taylor
Headteacher, Claygate Primary School
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Your Councillors & Committee Members
Claygate Parish
Council welcomes
Helen Maguire

CLAYGATE PARISH COUNCILLORS
& CO-OPTED COMMITTEE MEMBERS
BILL CHILCOTT
Environment Committee (co-opted)
Highways & Transportation Committee (co-opted)
Telephone 01372 468777
ALEX COOMES
Parish Council (Vice Chair)
Planning Committee
Communications Working Party
Email alex.coomes@claygate.info
Telephone 07802 316389
DAVID COWIE
Highways & Transportation Committee (co-opted)
Telephone 01372 200674

Two and a half years ago, our family (myself,
my husband and our three children - aged 8,
5 and 3) chose to move to Claygate. We were
drawn here as we sensed there was a strong
sense of community. I believe that it takes
a community to raise a family and that the
stronger the foundations of the community
the healthier the individuals are.
I hope as a Parish Councillor that I will be
able to contribute my numerous thoughts
and ideas to our growing and evolving
community. As a former Captain in the Royal
Military Police I have experience in working
in large organisations and with government.
As the Founder of a fitness company I am
currently very much involved in the health
and well being of the local community.

Treasurer for
Claygate Recreation
Ground Trust
LOOKING TO DO SOME
VOLUNTARY WORK?
The Claygate Recreation
Ground Trust is looking for a
new treasurer
If you are a qualified accountant
(CIMA/FCCA/CPAUK) and have
experience of dealing with charity
accounts and would like to get
involved please contact
Helen on 01372 462422 or
admin@crgt.co.uk

8

SUSAN HARDING
Planning Committee (co-opted)
Communications Working Party (co-opted)
Telephone 01372 463465
KATE HALLETT
Environment Committee
Highways & Transportation Committee
Email kate.hallett@claygate.info
Telephone 01372 462606
GEOFF HERBERT
Environment Committee
Highways & Transportation Committee
Communications Working Party
Email geoff.herbert@claygate.info
Telephone 01372 819788
KEN HUDDART
Highways & Transportation Committee (Chair)
Planning Committee
Email ken.huddart@claygate.info
Telephone 01372 462578

RUKSHANA MASTER
Environment Committee (co-opted)
Telephone 01372 466073
MICHAEL O’BRIEN
Planning Committee
Email michael.obrien@claygate.info
Telephone 07790 481620
VANESSA RELLEEN
Environment Committee (co-opted)
Planning Committee (co-opted)
Telephone 01372 463740
MARGIE RICHARDSON
Planning Committee (co-opted)
Telephone 01372 462579
ANTHONY SHEPPARD
Environment Committee
Highways & Transportation Committee
Communications Working Party
Email anthony.sheppard@claygate.info
Telephone 01372 468897
CAROLINE STEVENSON
Highways & Transportation Committee (co-opted)
Telephone 01372 462120
MARK SUGDEN
Parish Council (Chair)
Email mark.sugden@claygate.info
Telephone 01372 463085

TO CONTACT THE
PARISH COUNCIL

NOEL ISAACS
Planning Committee (Chair)
Communications Working Party
Email noel.isaacs@claygate.info
Telephone 01372 468240

Telephone the Parish Clerk Freda Collins on
467000 or email her at
parishcouncil@claygate.info.

HELEN MAGUIRE
Communications Working Party (Chair)
Highways & Transportation Committee
Email helen.maguire@claygate.info
Telephone 01372 462422

Freda is available on Mondays between
9am and 1pm (telephone 01372 467000).
Messages left on the answerphone will be
answered within 24 hours.

CAROL MANLEY
Environment Committee (co-opted)
Telephone 01372 462571
MARY MARSHALL
Environment Committee (Chair)
Email mary.marshall@claygate.info
Telephone 01372 289365
JEHAN MASTER
Communications Working Party (Distribution)
Telephone 01372 466073

Our Borough Elmbridge
and County Councillors
ELMBRIDGE
Mary Marshall
Geoff Herbert
Alex Coomes

01372 289365
01372 819788
07802316389

SURREY CC
Mike Bennison

01932 866367

Freedom of Information

Members of the public are entitled to view Parish Council documents such as minutes of meetings
and audited accounts by appointment with the Parish Clerk.

